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and treated of and anfwered all Objeétions
and Abfurdities, the Jews raife up againft
our Holy Religion, Jndeed J muft be end-
lefs, if J fhould bring in all the Paffages of

the Scripture which vindicate us and con-

demn them ; which muftbea largerWork

A2 and
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and of an abler Hand : bur after J had put
to mind to give any Jnftru@ionin the En-
glith Tongue J am a great Lover of,
confidering that there was not yet herea
{fufficient Number of Englifh Books J re-
folved to compofe this {mall treatife forthe
Help and Benefit of my nobles and lear-
ned Auditors and honoured Friends, who
are willing and defiron.s to learn this ufe-
ful Language , having eleCted amongft
others fuch a Matter , which may be fer-
viceable and ufeful to every one of Them;
which is the very Defign of this Dialogue,

and J hope it will be fo interpreted,

Ralbi,
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Rabbi. pfelimet Sir.  IWhere bave Yot been fo foom

this Morning? e i

; » Church, to pay &0 : 5

berzj)tlfc\;rt}t]]iccn'ue Law 1offGod Almighty,
and to praife Him.

Rabbi. What Religion are you of ?

Chrift, Of the {ame, that God and his Pr(;)p.lmz
taught , which is profcﬂcd by tlfe bl(‘)t
{tant Church, whereof J am 2 M‘cm er.

Rabbi, How do you know , that the Ré’lléw:; yoj:i [;';,;o;
fefi, is thefame that Was taught by God and pi
Prophets ? AR

Chriff. By the f{cripture which God gave us,
and which they left behind them.

Rabbi.  dow’t deny it, oh:{y ¥ Jay, you muft cons
feft, you received the Old Teftament from the Jets,
and therefore you ought to believe, the Fewifly Sy
nmagogue can only give you the true fenfe of it.

Chr, Not fo by your Favour. This s a ftrange
Affertion. T'mas likely to come to know
the rrue fenfe of Scriprure, as you, for it is

A3 neither
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-neither (o eafy, or fo certain a Way, as to

{earch the fcri}')rurcs,jmy {elf according to
my Underftanding;,

Rab. F know not what your Wway is, unlefs you make

every private Man to be judge of Scriptuve whess
that declares | The people muft enquire the Law
Jromthe Priefi’s Mouth, that is to be fay , from
our Dollors,

Chr. Our Way is to read diligently and pray
heartily to ‘be directed, like DaV}d ljﬁ Itg,
18 fays: Open Thou (o Lord) mine Eyes tha
4 may bebold wondyous things of thy Lalv, And
if we doubt then to go to our Priefts or [ e-
arned Man, and nor to yours and they are
as able as willing to give ug {atisfation, un-
Iefs they do not barely tell us, this or that
1s the fenfe of Scriptire, and then forbid
us all further enquiry, like the Jewifh Do-
&ors do, bu they give us found and folid
Reafon for all théir Expofitions, defiringus
no further to believe them than the Clea-
rnefs of their Evidence deferves, and this
allow us the Freedom of rational Being,

Rab, T valye yop Your idle Comparaifons, ur les

arned Dottors tel] us, they are ablemore than other
bearned Men of Chriftians , to make the beft Inter-
pretation of Scripryyes | becaufe they rely uponthat
Oral Tradition, a5 the beft Way to be infallibly
affured of the Trush of Scripture, Wwhich hath been
delivered dowon from Sinai and kept trough all Ages

in

http://purl.uni-rostock.de
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in che *fewiflh Synagogue, and can never fail, and

4] ﬂs_ S is not this cevtainer than a dead written Rule thap
dinh very difficult is and may be interpreted as every
man Pienfer. ; : I
wm  chr No fure. In all Things neceffaryto Sal- ‘
e 1 vation, the {cripture 18 {o plain, as to give ‘
jo 147 underftanding to the fimple Zhe entrances of
/) yop thy Words fays David P[. 1:9- 150 Zgwet%ngt.
it‘givet/} Unde"’ﬁﬂ_"di”g unto the‘ﬁm{ ,e. hi Xr“
d praV fore ] rather think you 113}{0 ta‘\cn rrm -
(119 -ument to keep us from {cmg yot{l ﬁlof:
sl Pecaufe the more I read it, and the Books
yefAud of your Do&ors, the left T like yqur'V\f ay
"L of Interpretation. For t!)c ljo‘ly bcripr{ur.c
. p1€ is the beft Touchftone to juftify our doétri-
cf u nes and difcover your Corruptions; and tlhe
O.n i more your Guilt makes you fly frox{l lti t rlc
)flofbi more our finceriry {hall malf_cHl}S S‘Ciz;aenc?
h o it, For this is in every Chu} !anPshc-"s oE,'
\(o\'\d and there are {o many aﬂd. piai 1 1 Lﬁ’“q-
g it, which condemn the OPID}OI?? ':11.1' Pre
mcfeﬂ‘ &ices of your Doétors, gh_at it 1c]q~mc]s‘ ft;o
b great Skill nor Art o difcern, how diffe-
nd rent you are from roi s Word ; and all
iy the Learning and Artifice to your greateft
011";}/6, Do&ors will not be able to hide it from a
it ﬂﬂ, plain and 'honcf’c Enquirer, .th‘at will take
}fle/f;ﬂ; but the Pains to read th_ls divine ; Bnql'tc~
a/pﬂ’fw rable, Univerfally received and infallible |
) ﬂ; y Book of God. Add to this, all Men put Il
,W p things of greateft Concern in Writing, and I
M A4 do l
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do not truft things for pofterity, to be told
by Word of Mauth.
Rab. Why do you boaft of a better Way to be infal-
libly afured of the “Truth , than Fews can ever ha-
ve. F adwmire holw ye can haue the Imreke({d to
boaft fo openly and conflantly that the Holy feripty-
7e 15 on your fide in every Point .dzﬁmtezl [;gz}y:eeu
Jou and us, When the contrary is fo manifefied,
that Jm’ apt to think that you capnot bu Know
the Evidence againft you. Fndeed 7 confefs F
cannot expect you fhoud believe the Thalmud,, vill
T have convinced you of your Evror, fo that % fhall
#now Lo on to prove, that it is lawful, to believe an
unlritten Law..  The oral Law bath 4 equall
A'ut/yor{ty With the Jirft written Law, God gave
20 Mofes our Mafter on Moune Sinat, at the fame
Time he gave him the Written Law, ~ To the Un-
derftanding of it be fpend the fourthy Days and
Nights on Sinai, This Law Was delivered by
Word of Mouth to Fofbua, that Fofbua taught
at the Elders, they the Prophets , and the Prophets
zhofe of the great Synagoge afier the Captivity and
ﬁvon -till Fehuda the Holy colleted it in a Body
about one hundyed year after the Deflruttion of Fe-
rufalem, having gai‘/yered all the Traditions be could
ever meet ith rogether , calling it the Mifhnah or
Jecond Law, Without ir the oritten Lal is wery
imperfet and obfeure, and muft be enlightened by
the Oyal Lay,
Chrift. You (peak (o confidently in Favour to
your Tradition, as if you have been prefcn;
45
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at this Time, on Mountain Sinai ; but tho-
{e Traditions, which are but of your own
makine, and in your own keeping, and
human invention and which you fly to for
Your Evidence, no other do allow them,
have nothing but your own Word
in your own Cafe, to provs them[ mlb{%
genuine , becaufe they hav% I;Ot flltf:'- a
foundation , that may .be produced from
the Holy {criptur¢, which only is t]}‘c"{ole
Rule and Standard of 'I rutly, F%lc fcripru-
re was not made by us, but by God and it
owned not by you alone but us to be the
Word and Will of God, and this is clear-
ly on our Side, But tell me, how com‘ei
it, that the Karaite Jews reject the Ora
Law, and by what do you prove th{:.Veib
ty of that Unwritten Law founded in the
holy Bible? :
Rab. Qy“/ze Karaite Sets are Minim or Hereticks My
Soul come not into their fecret ! Bzm_aqordmg to
your Queftion % anfwer as a t;‘ue Dl[tlple of my
Dotlors : Pray Sir vead the 1 Jace Exod. 34 1,{,
Chapt verf.27. And theLord [aid unto Mg[é;)'l,zfrl.‘
te thou thefe Words for after the Mouth of thefe
IWords that is the oral Lalw F bave made a covea
nant With thee and With Ffracl, Add to this
Deut. 7, 9. 10. Ex, 24, 12. and F il give thee
Tables, that is , the ten Commandements, and a
Lal, that is the Books of Mofes, and Commane
dements, that is the Tradition.

Ag

and we |

Chr
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Chr. You make a great buftle indeed with vin- Rl
dicating your opinion. But thefe Paflages W
are fo far from eftablifhing the Authority i
of the oral Law, that {aying but a Word or ¢
two, they prove the direét contrary; for by, Th(

the He the Elleh and /][/}L’r Wwhich I'Cﬁl'ﬂillcs YOu ‘

the Covenant ro the Words that are ritten, the ’ﬁ

Nay the expreflion alpe {ignifics only accora Mg

ding, and never mouth. To confirm this, ()ns,aa

confult 2 Reg. 17, 37. where the {ame ning'-

expreflions is made ufe of : And the Statutes, ]»co“‘

and the Ordinances and the Low and the Comman- W 1

: dements, which God wrote for you ye f[hall ob- F()r

|\ Jerve todoetc. Whereas no Reafons can be ang

‘f affigned, why Mofes was to write them, if ticlg

he had been to make the Covenant accor- Deg,

ding to the oral Law. Yea, that in the Weh‘

whole Bible there is not the leaft mention dollb

made of any unwritten Law, and that not beCa

only the Judges were only obliged to abide Ve 0”

by that determination of Judgment, as it Gy

was written in the Book of the Law ; but butg(

| the Prophers alfo when they upbraided the e ;

{ Jews for their Transgreflions they never R\NQ:)

} reproches them , for their contemr of the “5.‘1«0(1

oral Law, only for their Sins againft that Jom:

written Law. Here you fee, J've great Rea- Iop, bh

fon ro confent with the Karaite Jews, which Friy

defaproving of, and reje& the oral Tradi- oy

tion, as a Book not infpirated by God, and g;:w'

i a meere Chimera to this very Day. g :;
| Rab,

@Uniyersitéts http://purl.uni-rostock.de
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Rab. F can’t but pity your Obftinacy 5 Who Wilfully

[hut your Eyes agaiﬂﬂ the plaineft Places of

Jeviptures,

Chr. There is more Reafon for me to pity for

you, who in all thefe points do contradict
the Holy f{cripture ,.Whlchrqannor 'd\cccx’v'e
me, and believe falfe angi feigned T raditi-
ons and Jnterpretations, invented by defig-
ning Men for evil Ends, and for my Part
J.count it a wife Refolution and no Obﬂ;na-
cy to give Credit to God rather than Men,
For fince we can prove both by {cripture
and Antiquity that all your additional Ar-
ticles of your Religion arc fale and lerro-
neous ; and yer all thofe Articles of Faith,
we hold as neceffary to falvation, are truc;
doubtlefs, our muft be the fafer Religion,
becaufe the plain Words of f_cr)lp.turw};n'?w
ve our Religion 3 but all thofe Points W href
ein you difter from us , cannor be proved,
but by pretented Traditions, (_f)m’c ofw'mc‘h
are cxprefsly contrary to God’s written
Word.

Rab. You fllatter your felf Wwith [cvipture taken in

your oln fenfe, but F affure you, our Forefathers,
Who have delivered down to us the fenfe of the
feripture , agree exaétly with us in all thefe Opini-
ons , which you vejelt,  And can you think allthe-
Je great and divine ancient Doétors Were deceived,
and that a few obfeure modern Heveticks ave in
the Right?

Chr.

http://purl.uni-rostock.de
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Ckr. All your ancient Dotors condemn your

prefent Religion as much as Holy {cripru- fl’fu-rf;
e doth. The moft Opinions and Prattis el
ces of your Religion are but late [nventi- 8 repy
ons of your perverted Doétors, and are fet 7

up in Times of Jgnorance and {uperftition,
The feripture was before your Thalmudifts Ch, i

Do&ors, and J’'m well fatisfied , that my e
Religion is out of the fcripture , ‘?“d con- ﬂ(){nt(
{equently, is the oldeft and certainett, furg
Rab, F know you aim at our Religion, and wonder, Mo
how fuch a Man as you dare charge Our Religion \an{
With grofs Errors and Miftakes Alfo you are very Oy
free of your Cenfures , bur F defpife them, being refy
affured , that our dollvines are the true fenfe of Wi,
[eriptuve | as it is interpreted by us by our Fove- Cony
fathers, tug)
Chr. Becaufe J can make my Charge good, E,“IOI
For if the {cripture be the Rule of what we liﬁﬁl\
ought to believe and pradtife ; than your Ql €.
circumcifion, Rejeéting the true Meflias and tfrry
his Gofpel, doétrine of good Works, with o

. J o) ’
fo mary Others, which J can name, are Yy
" grofs Errors and corruptions , believed o
d | and practifed in the jewi(h prefent Relis th
glon. fc
Rab. Ftis firange, bow Prejudice 'may blind Men, T
Jurely you cannot be in Earneft , when you fay the th
Circumcifion was a Miftacke.  This only fhelws how E]
defperate vour caufe is, Which drives you tho thefe I
Aéﬁrm, ga

Universitéts http://purl.uni-rostock.de
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i Abfurdities, A Lalw once f’ﬂa/zl/f/yed by God
o you‘ h.r.Juf as the Laly rf Cir cumcl/m’ is not c,.f-,yz,le
/ fL‘IJPfi‘ a vepeal,  And generally the Eternity of the Lal
aF fatl of Mofes is made by us one of the Fundamental Ar-
[' i ¢
J”Vcn[C[ ticles of our Creed.
art \ r :
{h[ioﬂ‘ C})J" 1("[1 ';’”() e 1[ Pn J;l)lll‘(‘i l’y to r‘)"\ul a n’
r it thar the Circumcifion and vom] other Cu-
u th ; :
4 my ftoms and (uuh(n ics are at this ’é,ay ab
pt on furd, to be obfervec 1 and that the Law of
C ¢ he - 2 NOPAFe TAar F -
ndﬁ Muus is able to be abrog ared., i'nxa_ };c
e longs thePrecepts of narural or moral Law,
'W”der’ or the ten LOU]u&Ax‘ dements, whichare the-
‘Rglig"”” refore commanded, bu..\-{p they ;1\, in-
art “’!ﬁr}l rrinfecally good, j mcp, for this ] A‘w er
em.mﬂg contend for the al brogatien of, but ri-
[W” tual Law is that § mmd‘f W um ‘u/ Circum-
wr fr i*'?«;n, diftiné&tion of N iv‘m ats, om t{o :
Feftivals, cuftomes of Sacrift u“%a ;‘m inch
- : o not
ood' like. All thefe ] {ay are fuch q{)( (: Frs
k%aiwc carry an immut table olw"g; tion along with
| yoﬂf th“m, and that on thefe accounts.
agasaﬂd 1) Why may not God himfelf add to his
{,5 With own Laws or alter the ? orm of them, al-
'1\6’7316 thouch we are always u(mn'{ o‘nc, ty to
'mliﬁved f()x OW ( ’73 S dg(,lﬂ}.»\. VV 111 ) IH’C
i Kch" Things are not primarily 1f'qu- ed for
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th“um‘n w, l)ll[ in order to fome further
End, th ¢ end and Jntention of the
}wh \tor is t}m meafure of their obli-

arion,
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2) God hath frequently difpenfed with the

ritual Precepts, when they was'in grea-
teft Force, if the End of them could be
atrained withour them. Thus the Pre-
cepts of Circumcifion {lepr during the
Jraclite Travels in the Wildernefs, Da-
Vid eat (‘,f fh(}\ﬂ)l‘(j:ﬂd, I.-L:zckiah (‘hd ce-
lebrate that Paffcover 2 Chron. 29, 17,
with the Confent of the Rulers, a whole
Month after the fixed Time.  And yert
it is faid upon Hezekiah’s Prayer, that
the Lord hearkened ro him and healed
every one 2 Chron. 30, 18.

Maimonides himfelf confents, when he
{aith in his Book Moreh Nerochim Parr.
g Chn‘pr 32. That the particular Man-
ner of Worfhip among the Jews, as {3-
crifices and oblations were afrer Gods
fecundary intention and defign : but
prayer,invocation and the like were nea-
rer (zod , than as all the circumftances of
Time, place, and Perfons are obferved,
which are receptable in any perfon, Ti-
me or place.  And for this caufe, it is
that we find in the Prophets often repro-
ving men for their to greatr {fedulity in
bringing oblations and inculcating this
to them, that God did not intend thefe
as the principal Jnftances of hisWor{ hip,
and that God did; nor need any of thefe
Things, So 1 Sam. 15,22, behold to obe

is

http://purl.uni-rostock.de

Jrosdok/ppn1698098626/phys 0018




SR Y ¥s

is betrer than facrifice, and to hearken

lwithihf than the far of Rams, Jefl v, 11, Towhat
;i gr"[ﬁ Purpofe is the multitude of your facrifice
COUd,,, unto me ? faith the Lord.  And efpeci-
rhe Plth ally Jerem.7,22.23- For § [pake not to your
ying B Fathers , nor commended them in the Day, that
efs. ) a F brought them forth one of the Land Uf:Eg}’Pt,
I did C: concerning burnt offerings, but this thing F com-
29, Ille’ manded them, [aying: Obeymy Voice, and F will
gwhoa be your God, and ye fhall be my Pegple. 'Thus
\nd ot {hews the Poflibility in General of a Re- it |
ot thaé peal of a divine Law, becaufe it is not it |
1116316 inconfiftent with the Wisdom of God, to
repeal fuch an eftablifhed Law, when {o-
en I° me other Way of Wor(hip is to be fet
”‘,'ﬂpax'f' in ftead of it.
”l, Mal’ Rab. Pray vead the Places Deut. 12,32. 7 hou fhalt
# s lv not add thereto, nor diminifb from it, Chapt, 29,
'%760¢{5 29. Things Which are revealed belong to us and to
:ﬂ . bt our Childven for ever, Leuit. 23, 14. Exod. 12,
) 17, Where the fame expreffion is ufed, and youll

) 110,

¥ - o find . that becaufe God hath declared , that the Lal
WE’Y Vcd’ of Moles [hall continue for ever, it Sall not be|con-
)bfbﬂ Uis fiftent with divine Wifdom to vepeal it

ffom. TR AL ino .
pe P Chbr. ] think it is nothing to your Purpofe,

c v p 1 Y. Vi 4 %
a”{r’ 0 The hebrew Word Olam is often taken for
[C“lmyl}f fuch a Duration, which had {ome remarka
4 ) A s dal g~
'ed;a [h’,; ble Period to conclude it, and fignifieth not
arldvd,gl an abfolute perpetuity, but it fignifies ac
%Qor[lﬂg cording to the fubject , it is joyned with
o S AN A B R RN Pl Al Al
3(’{[1;;‘" Which Maimonides himf{elf {ays|, ¢, Par,
0 IT,

Universitéts http://purl.uni-rostock.de
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I c. 28, and alfo Jofeph Albo in his Jkkas
rim (or fundamental Arricles) Book I1T.
ch. 14. The {cripture only admonifhes from
Gods Commands according to our own
Wills, but what hinders, God }'ﬁmfelfmay‘
according to his own Wisdom add or di-
mini{h whart he pleafes. ] would fain know
of you, whether your own f{evere and firigt
prohibition of things nort at all forbidden in
the Law_of God, and that on an religious
account as Seieg Jetorah a boundary to the
Law , come nor nearer the adding to God’s
Law, than God’s own further Declaration
of his Will doth ? J came to the {econd
thing, which is, that the Reafons of the Ce-
remonial Precepts, when the were given
Maimonides fays L, c. Book I11. Ch. 29). 374
had moft of them after God’s fecundary
Defign a particular Refped to the Jdola-
trous Cuftomsof theHeathen, Becaufe that
God did in general (o firi&ly forbid the
Jews to walk after the Cuftoms, of the Na-
tions abour them, and therefore their Law
and Polity were {o different from the Cu-
oms of other Nations : the more evident

and plain isthe thing J intend by it, viz. that

the ritual Law is not founded upon an unal-

terable Reafon.

Rab, You aye very bold,  The Circumcifion is come

manded by God., which Jaid unto Abrabam Gen.

175 94 €tC, thou fhalt keep my Covenant theref: fi""e:
thou

http://purl.uni-rostock.de IFG
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shou and thy Seed after thee lin their generatios
- - andyou [bal circumife the fiefh of your

fore [kin,

Chr. | doubt not to juflify my Argument. Firft

TheCircumcifion was but reftrained by God
to vour (GenerationSe After the Deftru-
&ion of temple the Jews did want their Ge-
nerations. SecondlyThcCil'cumciIiOH,was
but a Mark to diftinguifh the Pofterity of
Abraham from the other Part of Mankind,
that it might be known, that the Meflias ac-
cording to the Flefh arofe from this Peo-

le. Thirdly. That Circumcifion was in-
{ufficent to Salvation, an Ancient Chriftian
Doé&or, excellently prove in thefe Words,
Jf fays he, Circumcifion was neceflary,

God would never have formed Adam un-
circumcifed, nor would have refpected to
ifed Abel. Jt

the facrifice of uncircumafed :
would not have been faid of uncircumcife

Enoch that he pleafed God , and was not,
becaufe God took him. Uncircumcifed Lot
was faved from Sodom by God, and his
Angels. Noah who was the head of the
Race, of mankind, went uncircumcifed , as
well as his children into the Ark. Uncire
cumcifed Melchifedek was pricft of thehigh
God ; toiwhom Abraham, who firft recei-
ved circumcifion paid tythe, and from
whom he was bleffed ; and according to

whofe
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whofc order David foretels, God would
raife up a Prieft for ever.
Juis evident by the whole feries of the fcrip-
ture of the Old Teftament, Ged’s ultimare
Jntention was not to confine the faving
knowledge of his Will onl?f to the Jews, for
the grear Promife to Abraham , before ever
the Law of Mofes came to inclofe the peo-
ple of the Jews as God’s peculiar people,
was ; That in his {eed all the Nations ofthe
Earth (houldbe blefled. And to Jacob, that
when the Shiloh or the Meflias comes, to
him {houldbe the gathering ofthe People,
"Therefore can we not believe the Mofaical
Difpenfation was the urmoft, of whar God
did intend, becaufe God had before pro-
mifed that the blefling of Abraham {hould.-
come upon us Gentiles alfo. Whereby it
is very obfervable, that Abraham wae ju-
ftified not in circumcifion, but in incircum.
cifion, and that the Ground of his Accep-
tance with God did not depend on any Ce-
remonial Rite , {uch as circumcifion “was.
God imputed his Righteousnefs before he
being circumcifed , that he might be a Fa,
ther of Faithful. And left all thefe Things
{hould de apprehended to be only a higher
advancing of the Levirical Worfhip, and
the Way of external Ceremonies, God ex-
prefsly fays Jerem, 31, 31. 32. that he would

make & new Covenant with the Houfe of 7]”1“’;
11/
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and with the Houfe of Fudab , not according to
the Covenant , thar  made with their Fathers, in
the Day F took them by the Hand to bring them
out of the Land of Egypt, which my Covenant they
brake , altough F was an Husband to them., faith
the Zord., But this [hall be the Co;venant thar Pl
wmake with the houfe of Fhrael after thofe Days,
Jays the Lord, J Wil put my Lal in their inward
Parts , and rite it in their Hearts, and Will be

their God , and they [hall be my People. Tell,
Sir, muft now the Covenant, God made
with the J(raelites continue for ever, when
God exprefsly fays, he would make a New
one, and that not according to the Cove-
nant, which he made with them then? And
now you fee, that the Ceremonial Las was
not at firft eftablifhed upon an immutable
Reafon, which was to be proved.

Rab. Andwhich was that New Covenant, God lyould
make With the Houfe 7frael, perbaps according to
your Creed , the Gofpct? ;

Chr. es withour doubr, For We have good
Authority of fcriprure for this.

Rab. F hope you will give me Leave to bear and.exa-
mine your Proofs of it and on that Condition,
whilft F find you delight much in Calling your Chrift,
but Wwould gladly underfiand , how you dare do Jo,
G pray proceed.

Chr, Well, for your Satisfaction J will under-
take to prove , that our blefled Saviour is

B2 the
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the promifed Meffiah by Mofes and by the
Prophets, Thefe grand Prophecy of the
Coming of the Meflius was long told before
theLaw of Mofeswas publifhed. The firft %PO
downing of this Day being to Adam after Oé
his Fall, of whar nature he {hould be born, Ma[
viz of humane Genef. 3, 15. To Abraham hlg}
it was further revealed, of what Nation of = 10y
Mankind, viz from his Pofterity. To Ja-
cob, at what Time, when the Scepter {hould tig
be departed from Judah. And from whar = s
Tribe, viz Judah, To David, of what Fa- Crg
mily in that Tribe, viz his own.  To Jefai- fagy
ah, of what Perfon in thatFamily, a Virgin, T
To Mlcah? in what Place, viz Bethlehgm he,
and to Daniel, at what precife Time, toward = 300
N the expirlng of his feventy Weeks, which it

according to the moft probable computa- IYI

tion of them commence from {eventh Yegr Mo

of Artaxerxes Longimanus, and {o the 490 o

Years expired near upon our Saviour’s Paf Prop

fion. Now certainly the particular Enume- oy

ration of all thefe Circumftances fpoken of e
L {o long before , and falling out {o exaétly ,'
b could not but give the greateft Conviction  10u}
it and Ewdbence, that our blefled Saviour was  ¢h,
that Perfon fo much {poken cf by the Pro- d
phets, inwhom thefe {everal Linesdid meat wh01

as in their Center., i th
Rab. T [hall yield your Confequences , when you pro- Rg;n o
ve the Antecedent, ' Y

Chr.
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Chr. Where the Truth of a Do&rine depends -

upon a Marter of Faét, the Truth of the
Do&rine is fufficiently manifefted , if the
Matter of Fa& be evidently proved in the
higheft way it is capable. Now it is un.
doubtly true, that there was fuch a Per-
{on, as our Saviour born at Betlehem, who
did fo many real end Vifible divine Mira-
cles , preached that Gofpel, died on the
Crofs at Jerufalem ectc, in this matter of
faéts , the Jews themfelves confents, what
reafon imaginable can Men have o tell, that
he was not te veryfame promifed Mefliah,
and his do&rine not divine. The divine
Miracles worked by Jefus are an undoubt-
ly Proof thar the Revocation of the Cere-
monial Law was made by the fame God,
who had given to Mofes the {ame Gift of
Prophecy. The fubftance then of this dif-
courfe is, that what ever dorine is fuffi-
ciently manifefted , to be a divine revela
tion, is to be embraced and bf:hevcd as un-
doubtly true, though the Reafon cannot re-
ach to the full Apprehenfion of all the Mo«
des and Circumftances of it ; for in matter,
whofe Truth depends not on the Evidence
of the Things tLemfclvcs , infallibly tefti-
mony is the fulleft demonftration of them,

Rab, May be, your Chrift did Miracles, but that is

not a fufficient Sign, he was the true Meffias, God
Jays Deut, 13, 1-3. Ff theve arife among you a
B3 Prophet,
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Prophet, or a Dyeamer of Dreams, an giveth thee
a fign,ora Wonder , and the fign or the Wonder
come to pafs, wheveof he fpake to thee, faying, Let (]y [
#s 80 after other Gods, (Which thou baft not knolon) S
and let us ferve them, thou [halt not hearken unto W
the Wards of that Prophet , or that Dreamer of (
Dreams : for the Lord your God proveth you to Prg
Know , whether you love the Lord your God with fﬁr
all your heavt and with all your Soul.  Such a 10
One Wwas, Our Doftors affirm. your Chrift | which %
did Wonders and Miracles With the Recital of‘thé’ 3
Zetragammaton,  F don’t think it needs much

Proof , for it és as wifible as Mafes our Mafler has th
been a Prophet.

o myn o X ; W
Clr, ThlSPlACL alledged by youprove nothing H
againft our Saviour, Neither was he 2

'f"' £~

fal(h Prophet or a Dreamer, nor did he é)r
lead People into Jdolatry , or contradiét §
thar Law of Mofes.  Jf you read the Books Vi
of the New Teftament, you'll find an exact &y
conformity between the Books of the Old K

Teftament, and thofe of the New. Your gle
Dottors may boaft never fo much of that Y

‘ aw of Mofes and how much it exceeds the tth“
1l degree of revelation in other Prophets, N
il know if his Light be compared with wath 1(\)11
the Gofpel communicates, Mofes himfelf 1

fawbur as in glafs darkly, and not in a clean to
Looking-Glafs, as you ‘are wont to fpeak, 2k,
and the Prophecies of the Old Teftament do
{hould appear with their full accomphit- thy
: 'ment Wh
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ment in the New, which we have, Cartain-
ly the Gofpel could not want that commen-

dation among 2
it was the moft ¢

1 ingenious Moralifts, that
wcellent Jnftrument in the
he Lives of men and to

World ro reformt

promote real &
can produce {uc

5 1 Jf any Men
h aReligion, eftablith {uch
excellent Threatnings,

1nefs in it.

holy Promifes and
as this Doétrine ©
Jm ready to be a mem
{foever your Doé&ors elfe

the Miracles o

f our Saviour contains,

objeéted againft
of his Apoftles,

f Chrift and
nd abfurd, and may

is frivolous Cavil, 2
with Eafe more probably
Heathen againﬁ Mofes.
only to elevate the Mira
Saviour, and becau(e they
with the Report of the
Atteftations concernin
they often intima
them to be true y

be filenced in fi
rhemfelves wit

be turned by an
Their Defign is
cles of our blefie

d the confident
o them, that th
fey did not belicve
ing , they might
L an Anfwer, provide
h an abfurd and impious Re-
f this, namely, that

treat, when beaten outo
our Saviour did work on
Magician with the Sch
to this, that the Jews
aks of the great Miracles,t
do, when he appears ; and ther
their own Mouths will they be condemned
when the Miracles of Chrift make it fo i
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dent that he was the true Meifias, becaunfe v
they are of their own nature convincing SO
Proofs of divine Teftimony to make it ap- h

pear,that it isfrom God. ]t is indeed very fo
I unreafonable to believing the evidence of th
| a Thing, Jand not the Truth aflifted by ir, fo]
il which was his Being the Meflias {o often thy
| fpoken of in Old Teftament. %11‘_
| ¢

! Rab. For my Paye, F envy not yours Happinefs, fl'c(
Who have found out a Way, not preferibed by our Wi

Forefathers to Jeave in grofs Evrors y and to be I

snanimous in your Miflakes., h,

Chr. ] doubt not to juftify all thefe Opinions i

and ro convince you {o fully of the Truth th

of them, that J hope you will own your bl

Miftake , and embrace thefe very Things h

which you fo ra(hly cenfure; therefore = fi

let us difcourfe the Particulars, Bur to &,

clear up this do&trine a little more, J {hall 4,

un_d_ertakc to prove, that the Mefliah pro- thy

mifed to your Nation was to appear at fuch of ‘

a certain T'ime, and that the Time fo limi- hy,

| ted by God for his appearance is actually By

‘ pafled,and by Confequence thar he is alrea- by

\ dy come. J Chall therefore make choice Ple
of that firft Prophecy, to prove that the the

Meffias is already come Gen. 49, 8. 9. 10 Pla

il The Shiloh, that'is as you your felves ack- the
J nowledge upon that Paffage,, was to come J,el‘l

| before the Departure of the Scepter, _The Uoy
Force by,
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Force of this Argument can’t be evaded,

ecﬁ,“{f Shiloh that is the Mcﬂias, was to come be-
polo fore the Deftruétion of the ]e\\:‘xfh ftate;
it the Jewi(h ftate is deftroyed ; Thence it
et follows, cither Jacobs Prophecy is falfe or
ce -of that the Mefliah, whoever he was did actu-
py b ally appear before your laft Deftru&ion,
fie? bcz"aufct the Scepter is already departed
from Judah , and the Lawgiver from bet-
ween his feet, and Hiftory and Scripture
f ,: tell us , that fuch a Perfon as the l\r/lI_f}:HLas,
e hath lived at that prefixed Time, “there-
};" g fore many of the Prophecies concerning
the Meflias, if they were not'{-glhllcd inour
joné bleffed Saviour, in the Conditions the Jc_\yls
'rufh have been in {ince their l)lf‘pgl_*{mn (\Vh}ﬁi
jort fell out according to thePrediction ofChrift)
g’ it is Impoflible , they {'hould be fu}ﬁlled at
or° all. Can any Thing be more plain, than
iy that the Meflias was to be born inBetlehem
[hﬁu of Judaea ? Bur where 18 that now, and
B o L ke b o
(i olity there ! - -
f;:;i‘ dah ? What is become of the {econd Tem-
Jf ple (Acharon, fignifies the {ccond , when
tlll,eﬂ‘ the End of a Thing is fer in the f{econd
L b : 3 4
i’ Place Exod. 2, 8.) in the Time , of which
ho{lbg the Defire of allNations {'hall come? Js not
o Jerufalem already deftroyed, and the Obla-
?M tions {ince ceafed ? Here you fee, the {cri-
o’ prure tells you , the Meffias is come, and
” By reafon
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reafon tells you thefame, and will you be-

ieve your Rabbins againft both. SoJthan Chy,
Conclude , thar eirher thofe Predi&ions W
muft lofe their divine Authority, or they b
muft be accomplifhed in our blci‘fcd Sa- n
viour, Jfit now be true, that Mofes fore- W
told, that the Meflias {hould be aLawgiver B

like himfelf, whom they {hould be bound

to obey under the Penaltry of the Curfe of Qf
God ; ‘and if it be alfo true, that Jefus is rhe T
Meffiah : whofe Religion according to the Y
Promife given to Abraham, was to make \
all Nations blefled, J dare then juftly con- 1

clude thar the Ceremonies, viz Circumci-
fion, the Sacrifices, the Laws of Diftin&ion :
of Meats and Days, which could concern i
only the Jewi{h Nation in their own Coun- i
try, and which were a Wall of Partition

‘t}etwccn the Jews and Heathens, after God’s B

{ecundary Jntention, were to be abolithd (I{f
upon the appearance of the Meffias, who R ‘
brought Salvartion to all Nations. abh
Rabbi. We are to embrace nothing for Truth, but :,,J‘
What our Reafon is able to comprehend, as tothe o, y
Nature of T hing and the Manner of its Exiftence. i
Do you not believe on a Trinity, and account t0 I
your Dollrine , that God [how'd be incarnated and tl
Juch like, Pray then, before We leave this Jubject, Qs
Will you tell me , how this doflrine full of contra- 1\
dictions can be a divine Dotlrine? ¥e

Chr.
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[ Chr. From your Affertion it follows, that thofe
ouhaﬂ who will not believe any Thing to be true
) 5 becaufe it is about‘ their apprehenfions,
He muft deny the Foundation of all cerrainty, |
[hCY‘ which lies in the neceflary exiftence of a i
jSZ# Beino abfolutely perfet and infinite.  Ac- !
i cord?ng to your Principle, what cerrainry
;lvcé can we have atall of anBI Thing, we are to i
)uﬂf believe. Jf the Underftanding of God be ‘J
i infinire , why may not he difcover fuch ‘
(19 thines to us, which our {hallow apprehen-
19 {ions cannot reach unto. What could the
ik Jews ant the whole W orld defire more as
o an evidence that he came from God, qnd
L he were God he himfelf, than his Doing i
o {irch things which were certainly aboveany L
CCHT created }?owcr, cither humane or {chem- |
o}lf:l hamphorafh, and therefore muft needs be
.23’5 divine, _
( (nd Rabbi, F can never be perfuaded to worfhip an other
: 70 than God alone, fince after the Pafages of feriptu-
W ve § find Fdolatry fo grievoufly condemnd there,

I Chr. | confefs the {cripture condemns Jdola-
b ,I;f try 5 but fure you cannot be fo weak as to

i o think we are Jdolaters as’erca[hcn' were, be-
‘MN caufe we do worfhip God almighty and
"m;mi refpet his Commandements, more than
%’gﬂy you do-
'ﬂW Rabb, F cannot [ee yotr Thoufgbtr, yet all our anci-
| ent Doclors count you and Heathen flat Fdolaters,

Chr,
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Chy. The Heathen were fo, J can’t deny it, o

}zgcaufc they wor{hipped fo many falfe 4

Gods 5 but you muft not {fay , we are {o o,

too, becaufe we are exprefsly commended R

m the {eripture to adore God and his Mef- a

h1as, which is the Jehovah our Righteous- &

nefs.  Jerem. 23, 6, And according to o
il your ancient Doétors, you {'hall know, how Yo
| they, who had preceded our Saviour, in- 8

terpreted all thefe Predictions of the co-

t
‘:‘ mwg Meflias and the ieyeral Marks by vaa
wlncl_ghcy acknowlcdgcd the Meflias would \
, be dxicovered_,_ and how on the contrary !
the other Jewi{h Do&ors, who fucceeded )
him , had_dcwated from the Jnrerpration j
__ and Do&rines of their Forefathers O}n Pur- )
pole to flifle their own Conviion. Do !
you well remember, whar Rafhi upor: the h
2 Plalm confeffeth himfelf to have done ? I
Our Mafters fays he, have generally inter- Ve
preted that Prophecy conce}ning the Mef- th
fias and his Affaires, but it is fir accordino th
to ‘thc litteral fenfe to interprete it by Da- Ry
vid, that we may have fome what ro anfiver ‘
againft the Hereticks, A very frivolous .
Jnterpret indeed! A
Rab, Our othey Fewifh Doctors do reject the “futer- C)
pretations of fome ancient DoElors, on this account, y
left the Chyiflians [hould not have them on their by
Side, and boaft of sheir Viclory.  For example ye
| the Targum Pefikta, Tanchuma and Siphri thefe fo
3 ancient o]
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ancient Books apply Jel. §3.1the the Meffias § bur
Akiba, Rafhi, Aben Efra, Kimchi, Abarbanel and
others explain it concerning the People of the Fetvs,
R. Scadias applyd the Whole Propbecy of Fere-
miah ; Abarbanel affirms, that it may alfo be un-
derfland of Foftab, who was [lain by Pharao Ne-
cho, Others [uppofe the Prophet to fpeak in gene-
val of any Good Men. The Reafon, our great Do=
Elors diffents from the ancient and your Fnterpre-
tation F dare not inguire, but ought to agree in.

Cpr. A very noble Purpofe indeed ! Don’t ye

perceive, how your Rabbins impofe upon
you ? J¢ that Prophecy {peaks of the Mef-
fias, asyour Ancient Learned Fathers agree
it does, how can it be apply’d to your whole
Narion ? Or if it treats of a whole People,
how can it be explained of Jofiah, or Jere-
miah ? But your Rabbins are wont to pet=
verte the fenfe of a Prophecy concerning
the Meilias, when they find it favours not
their Notions.

Rab, Are not our Rabbins Fudges of the Peaple, and

can it be reafonable then that F [hould be their
Fudge. Deut, 17, 9. Go unto the Judge that [hall
be in thofe Days , and inquire.

Chr. ] do not pretend to judge your Rabbins,

but only to ufe your Reafon, God gave
you not in vain,in judging meerly for your
{elves. "Tisno Judgment of Direétion for
others, but only a Judgment of Difcrerion,

ot
WwOleil
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which to ftrip one of, is to degrade him
unto the Rank of Brutes. Jf your Rabbins
produce in their do&rines abfurdities,
Scripture and Reafon forbids it to embrace
them,

Rab. Sir F [hall be a Few , and you for my Part
may be a Chriftian,

Chr. Religion is Matter of our freeft Choice,
JEthe Sights of his Beauties will not charm
us, if Mens natural Defign of knowledge
and Happinefs will not perfuade them to be
a true Difciple of the Saviour, there is no
remedy,’tisin vain to ufe Arguments, Tru-
ly the Wra}th of God fhall be revealed
from Heav’n againft the Ungodlinefs and
Unreighteousne(s of Men, and God and
Meflias will come in Flaming Fire to take
Vengeance on them that will not know
God, and that obey not the Gofpel of our
Saviour.

Rab. A Word , which [ball confound you'? Tell me,
hot could my Forefathers eftime that Man Mef=
Jiasy Who pretended to be God himfelf, which yet
the Chriflians profefs as an Article contrary to the
Unity of God Deut. 6, 4. Hear frael the Lord
our God is one Lovd,  From this inconceivable
Alfertion granted , others Will follow, and your con-
tradiclory Expofirion forces you to hold this Opi-
nion, that there are three Gods,
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Chr, By no means.

That there is a Plurality, or fome Agents
or Perfons in the only Effence of the Bcing
or in the Godhead , not adivided Plurali-
ty , which the Chriftians as abfurd juftly
abhorr as you do, being it contrary both
to fcripture and right wRc.aion, will eafely
appear. Jnthe Holy Scripture we find in
{everal Texts : fome Perfons in the divine
Effence, who appear’d and {peak, received
the Worf hip and Adoration, which may
be pay’d to none but to the true God. As
in Exod. 23, 20. 21. Behold J fend an An-
gel before thee to keep thee in the way,
and to bring thee into the place, which |
have prepared , beware of him and obey
his Voice, for he will not pardon your
transgreffions , for my Name is in him,
Jn this you may {hew
1) The Angel here fpoken of can be no
other, than an uncreated Being, becaufe
that divine Adoration, which you your-
{elves, according to theLaw, utterly de-
ny, not may be paid ro a creature, and
becaufe none burGod canpardon Trans-
greflions, and becaufe the Name ofGod,
that is , the Artributs or Perfeétions of
God , was in him.
2) That Angel {poken of is a different Per-
fon from the, he fpeak, And here you
ey
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feein thefe expreffions, that there aretwo

diftinét Per{ons {poken of, and that this &qp,
Angel is the true and cternal God This Ju
Place compared with Gen. 19, 14. where by,
is faid, thar Jehovah rained upon Sodom mi

and Gomorrha brimftone and Firefrom

{ the Jehovah out of heav’n, and others Cé,.‘ :
i Jel. 48, 1-8. 63, 9.10. Ezech. 11,5, Jefl. fo
il 48, 16. ctc. proves as evidently as may Ko
' be, that in the Effence of God there are 3
three Perfons different from another, of

which the Gofpel calls God the Father, &

Son and Holy Ghott, togethur arebyMo- 0

3§ {es '(.md the Prophgts reprefented as Je- p

: hoval}. Your ancient Wrritters viz R. ti

Jochai the Autor of Sohar the Books la

Siphrierc, proves evidently thefame too. C

Which {hews that our Creed is accor- B

ding to God’s Will ; but you have not th

one Word to diret you, laj

Rab. F fball not infift upon this Article move, but ask 2

you how *tis poffible according your Creed for God, Jd

Who is infinite to take flefh upon him, and dwell ftr

| here among you for fome Time? ?*
AL Chr. And how, may J queftion, is it poflible %
il that Gen. 32,24,29.30. God wreftled with Pey

Jacob ; and that God is faid to dwell upon Rap
orinthe Ark and fuch like ? Jfthat is not
(i again{t the Bible, why can’t God be as well
allowed to dwell upon the Earth?

: Rab,
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Rab. Notwithflanding all your Affertions , we [hal

Surther be the Chofen Nation , the Poflerity of A-
brabam, The eternal God will defiroy our Ene-
mies and we [ball be faved by the Lord,

Chr, Thefe Things J confefs are very mﬁch

for your honour. But tell me, whar think

ou'of the Condition of your’ EXil, w-hjch
s laftedii5o0 Years deftitute of all Marks
of divine Protection, and cle_arly’ contra-
di&, that you are yer the choftn People by

_Giod. Dor’tyou think that {o long a Dife

perfion muft have had for its Caufe a Na-
rional and general Crime ? For your Jdo-
latrous Fathers were punifhed by two
Captivities into Affyria and Chaldaca,
From the firft they were brought back ac
the End of about 180 Years , and from the
laft after 7o Years under the Conduét of
Zerubabel, - You were not chargeable with
Jdolatry when the Romans undcg T 1tus.d’e-
ftroy’d you, nor have you ever een guil.
¢v of that Sin, fince t]_lar Time, why the;n

bes God leave you in your prefent Dif-
perfion?

Rab. This perpetual Defolation Was come upon us

becaufe Fefus under the fecond temple took uposs
bimfelf the Title of God,

c Chr,
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Chr. Jf Jefus by pretending and ufurping that
Title of God might have brought upon
you fuch a fevere Punifhment as this,
might not the cruel Manner , after which
_your Fathers brought him to the Crofs,
i pafs for a moft meritorious A&, and the
“rgreateft Zeal for the Honour of God, and
therefore be more powerfill to procure you
-7 the Favour of God, than that Sin could be
to drawn his Judgment npon you?

Rab. And what Reafon, think Joiy is it that our
Exil is not fined yer? '

Chr, Thcwtrue Caufe indeed of this Exil is,

your Fathers having rejected and cruci-
fy'ed the Meflias , and your perfifting in
your obftinate rejeétion of him untill this
very Day, fince you fee no End of your
Miferies and of the Wrath of God, which
lie heavy upon you,

Rab. Gn the Time of Meffias is fo grear peace pro=
Phe[y'd Fef 2. that then men [hould beat their
Jwords inte Plywf, hares, and fpears into pruning-
books | that Fef. 15, 6 -8, the Woalf fhould lie
dowom With the Zamb and Leopard with the Kid,
that Nation [bould not lif: up Sword againft Na-
tion, nor learn War any more, ( Where is that
peace ? War at all.) ~The Mountain Sion [ball
be exalted on the Fop of the Moutains. The
Meffias
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Mefflas bath not brought yet the Fetws from Capti-

wity, nor affembled them together in Ferufalem
3

por builded the
don’t yet live unde

ﬁmﬁ]é‘ of the Lord.
r his Government , volling away
Mufick and Entertainmend

their Days % Mirth ,

doing , what
Nations do not flo
the Sea. The Lig
great as that of the

[ball be right in their oon Eyes. AR
w unto bim, as Rivers flow unto
be of the Moon not is yet as
Sun; nor the Light of the
feven Days of Creation,

Sun equal to that of the
All thefe Paffages colletted

and Talmud forete

of the Old Teftamene

Il us the moft glorio
Tet this flouri[hing

of the Days of the Meffias
and peaceful flate is not €
and it follows , that our

upon the Earth.

lablifbed in the World,
Me/fias [hall yet appear

s,which are referred

Cir.Fither thofeProphecie
unto the Meffiah by
but of Zorobabel an
Liberty under Cyrus

they '
{peét that flourif
and other Peop

trine and Gofpe

our Rabbins {peak
Time of your
and his Succeflors, or
figural Senfe, re-
en the Jews

do., according an
"hing Time, wh
le {hall embrace the Do-
] of the Meflias, and count
the knowledge of

all'Things but lofs for

Jefus the Chrift my Lord.

Rab, Here is to be taken the Litteral fen
is both the more COmm0% and the eafi
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To fly to Tvopes and Figures is' a fign of flue

pidity. ¥\I
Chr. ]Wiﬂ prove it no Stupidity to maintaim, S
that in this Cafc the figurative fenfe is ea- 1l
fier, for that is eaficft fenfc of any Words, h
which the Mind firft apprehends, when we e
hear them. You muft alfo confider againft G
the moft litreral Interpretations of your fi
Rabbins , it is more common in f{cripture £
10 {peak figuratively than litterally accor- f;
ding to the Cuftoms of the Orienral Y

Nations,
Ry

Rab. Well, but the Litteral fenfe is not to be Jeft, be-
Jfore the Words cannot be underflood otherwife than t

Figuratively , which is not the Cafe bere. :
Chr. Yes, that is the very Cafe here, For in b
this Paffage the Litteral fenfe is againft ap- g
Prehenfion and full of Difficulties ; becau- k
fe after verf( g, the Earth [ball be full of the 0
Knowledge of God ; how may the Brutes re- A
ccive fuch a Knowledge of God ? But the b
gural is natural, plain and eafy, and fig- he
nifies the {pirirual Effeéts of Chrift’s Death (‘
fuch‘as Pardon, Peace, Grace and Hopes Vi
Of_ IOI‘Y. For Inftant, when Judahis told hi
a Lion by Jacob , here the ficurative fen- I
il {e muft be preferred the licteral, Yea what In
itk 1smore ufuall, than co call the Sign by the Ve
Name Yo
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Name of the Thing fignified , and rhe
Thing fignified by the Name of the Sign ?
So when Crod is calledeaRock,a Shepherd,
that he hath wet his Sword, and hath bent
his bow , etc. look. Plalm 23. Genef. 49,
Jef. 2. etc. yet non¢ are fo abfurd ro fay,
God is a Rock a Shepherd a Souldier and
fuch Jike ; it is very certain , fuch EX};re{'—
{ions are figurative, and the.u;‘ale a tt]ol;lc.
{and Places in {cripture which canno

otherwife underftood.

Rab.  am content With your Anfwer. Afez z;:;):
difcours St Jeems me very firange, that bot R
Fews and the Chriftians [hould founfi their | .
tions of the Meffiab tho’ Jo mightily dzﬁ;em ;,f;)cb
the Holy writing of Mofes and the Prop detrétl &
are in their Hands, One Part muft undoubtly

in Miftake, Which [ball earncftly inquire.

. very noble and happy.
gulf ltlflccf%as vxf’fs lllng the hige
o eing , amongit all rcggurcs,
lgfgdi:/g?flildngt reckon it for a Sin, if con-
vinced both by {cripture and Reafon, | take
him for God himf{elf, begaufe he fays, that
neither is there Salvation in any other than
in Jefus our Lord. But 1f_‘he, as it is pros
ved by Scripture, was God himfelf, and
you continue obftinately to rejet him, tru-
C3 ly

Chr. Your Purpo
For, fuppofe,
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ly you are in the greareft Danger of an eter-
nall Damnation, becauf(e God is a righteous
Judge. Jf you therefore love your own
Soul above your worldly Jntereft, you wo- E
uld embrace the Gofpel, which advancethe |
Nature of Mankind to its higheft Perfe-

1on and make you again to God’s chofen
People, which J you heartily pray and {o ™~
bid you Farewell, ~

A CHOICE
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ENGLISH PROVERBS

AND

SENTENCES,

T,

Working in our Calling; is half Praying.
rj‘hat is, Diligence in whatever State it has

pleal”d the Divin¢ Goodnefs to place us,
is as neceffary to our Happinefs, as Praying.
And as he cannot obtain the Divine Blefling,
who negleés the Duty of Prayer : So, neither
can he profper , or fuccee(?, in his worldly
Affairs, who by Sloth and Jdlencfs negleéts
the Duty of his Calling. We have an infini-
tely wife and good God to deal with, who

exacs no more of his Creatures, than what
d if we do our

they are able to perform; an

urmoft, it is all that he requires ¢ for he kno-
weth, whereof we are made ; he remembreth,
that we are but Duft; God is no Refpedter Qf
Perfon. Whofoever doth Righteousnefs, is
accepted to him,
2

Gt is the wifeft Thing in the World to
be good.
Thatis, Becaufe Goodnefs is the greateft

Advantage, the higheft Pleafure and Satisfa-
» C4 étion
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&hion in the World , as it brings along with it
the Love of ‘Godj and the Favour of Men;
end not only entails upon us the Bleffings of
this Life, but the Happinefs of the next,

3‘
Let nothing affright you but Sin.

That is, Let Sin be the conftant Obicét of
our Fear, becaufe it will otherwife be the fure
and cerrain Forerunner of our {ufferings, as
well in this World, as in that which is to co-
me,  All worldly Pains will ceafe and have an
End, but the Paing of unrepended Sins will
hever end, therefore are moft, tojbe fhunn’d

and dreaded, the Confequences thereof being
fo heavy and frightful,

4
Jt is horribly dangerous to Sleep near
the Gates of Hell.

That is, To dwell in Sin, to delight in it,
and to be {o far captivated by it,as to be quite
unaffected with, or infenfible of, the Mifery
and Danger of it,

5.
Do wat you ought , and let what will
: come on't.

That is, at all Events, ferve God, Let him
be the Objet of your Fear, your Love, your
Praife, and Admiration only. Make him pre-
{ent in all your A&ions, and do nothing to
forfeit his Favour, 'Without him we are mi-
ferable 5 and from him alone comes every

) 200
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good and perfedt Gift.  Jf it is AfiliGtion, he
, will fanctify ic 5 if 1t18 Profperity, he will'blefs
f Mcﬂff it. From his Bleflings alone our Happinefs,
fings both here and hereafter, depends,
:Xf' 60

Forgive other Foults, but not your own.
it That is, Allow for thejlg:l‘;ng\‘\_es Ofbocdm?’

/ 1 reer to 1 5 ccauig
b'eézafc bgfl %_1;1‘;512:) k(nlgs\/ the Fau}its of others, ar the
L }{e"rct {prings from whence they derive. But
iﬂgs’a, (;111' own you may know 3 and by a little En-
30 Can yuiry into yourfelf, Soon difcover what to re-
s° i ?train what to correét, and what to rout out
iré w’d and fubdue. . The great Error of human Life
fhun-l;g is. That we know fo lirtle of ourfelves. Me.n
b7 1h)1dy more the Faults of others, than how to

correét their own.
7.
] ﬂ”’l‘ ,tl-bforgc,t a ,Woz?gl‘), FA) tfelﬁiga]l{g)iaﬂggt
f That is, To pafs by, and dit rd1e:

jo s ‘ us off our Guard, but to ma-
:thc Iﬁgtg’;ﬁ);g %chﬁu and circumf{pects To
mfef? take Notice of every little Affront, 1san Ar-‘
| gument of a low Mind, and favours more of

Pride and Jgnorance, than Reafon and good

il Senfe. The Chriftian Religion bids us forgi-
ﬂ? ve ; but chriftian Prudence bids us have aCa-
o re, too, whom we trufte and confide in, For
& tho’ we may know our own Hearts, and the
myre' Sincerity of our own Reconciliation, yet we
if.”ﬁw cannot know that of another ; and, therefore,
%y it is chriftian Prudence, to be upon our Guard,
o Cs 5
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8.
e is the wifeft Man, that does not Fy,
- thmk himfelf fo.
: T_hz_lt is, that does not value himfelf upon
his Wisdom, and knows his own Jgnorance.
For there are a thoufand things that a Wife

Man Knows, he is ignorant of,  But a Fool, y
that is, in the Languége of Scripture, a wicked )
Man. Thinks he knows every Things, and R
Men of this Caft are always ftubborn and in- By
flexible, and the Aecthiopian can as foon gy
change his Skin, or the Leopard his fpots as g
a Man that is wife in his own Conceir. Hu- for
mility is the moft certain charaéer of a true

Chriftian, becaufe no Man can be a Chriftian I

i withoutit. - Our blefled Saviour propof{’d two

Things to our Jmitation, and one of them was
Humility, Learn of me fays he, etc, Jrisa
Duty fo efiential to a Chriftian, thar all ‘other
Virtues are but as a founding brafs, or a tink-

VVVVV ling Cymbal, good for nothing without it,

9. 1
Speak Truth, and [hame the Devil, Ko,
.That is, Let the Confequence be, what it to
| will, {peak nothing but what is true, Not be.
| that the Truth is always to be {poke, bur an Ce,
l Uurmth never, For a Foolutters all his Mind, the
bura wife Man keeps it in ’till afterwards that be,
1s, digefts and paufes upon what he {peaks Xt
il and fpeacks nothing but what is rational, pro- Iy
| per to be {poke and agreeable to Truth. die,

10,
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From [bort pleafiures comes a ZO’Q‘ quje;n
Y tance , ov Every Sin brings its Pu-
;’Zifbwle;’lfj 4;1,,!’071(9;.7)7?1?/5 7t. 07, I'Iy the
o pleafure, that bite 1o morrow.
i That is, All unlawful Pleafures are but for
i = g >d with the Miferies that
2 ) a Moment, compard Wit : LI
Foﬂl’ 3 1 h-I;I And by indulging our {m_ful
b ed Lo 1o that in a Moment, which
i Paflions, we may do Mat o
< aﬂd s hy)the Foundationof a long checfténcc,
b L ina i » @ om-
od andy coft us the Peace, Happinefs an m
; f0°£ fort of our Life. :
5018 RES L) OF
? H“e' Tell me, how you live, and F will tell you
{1 how you [hall die, or, tell me what
i E 1 FUl tell yous
f compay you Keep , anc
4 ‘ ¢, 0r, 4s &
e what fort of Man you are, 0V, ;=i
’f;isﬂ Tiree is known by s Fruits » /o ‘
o are known by their .Aé?zmz_s. e
@ That is in plain Terms, if you live \fmc Eel .
it ly, you {hall die wickedly that 1s milcrably, |
Becaufe when we fee Men live in Op_pofltlo’n ;;
to the Laws of Reafon ard religion, it wou'd ‘;\
v‘ﬂ' , be no uncharitablenefs or Want of Beqevolen—
o ce, to fay , how wickedly that is miferably 1
¢ N they will die; not abfplutely but probably:
uz"“ becaufe the greateft Sinner that is, by the
%Aiﬂd' extraordinary Power and Grace of God,
;dsfhﬂ may be pardon’d in a Moment, if, before he
[eaks dics, he repents of his Sins 5 but tho "a De.
b ath-bed Repentance is not impoffible, yer it
: is
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is often uncertain, and fuch People can’t al:
ways have the conforrable Affurance of their
Pardon, and a well grounded Hope and Af-
furance of a blefled and glorious Jmmorrality
as thofe who have liv’d well, and have made 4
the Laws of God the habitual Rules of their e
Pra&tice,

12.
1o do good make no Delay
For Life and Time fly faft away. :
Or Thefe Things pafs for ever, VA

World, away;

But Love to God, this, this endures for ay. Q

That is, Our Time with a View to Eterni-

ty, beeing very fhort in this World,, we {ho- Soi
uw'd embrace all opportunities of employing Yeq
thofe to God’s Glory, or the Good of our Ty
Fellow Creatures. The Confideration of which teg
made Hugo Grotius a great and learned Man, Iy
when he came to die, notwithftanding his Re- i
putation for Learning , he counted it allDrofs, Ty
a learned Nothing, {o far as it did not draw ‘m'rf

him to the great Objeét of all religious Worf-

3 f - riné
o hip, the grear, omnipotent and cternal God. ouy
8 Je 1s {aid of Titus, Son of Vefpafian, thar after is to(

a_Scruth inco his own Adions, if he found

| '&‘IW Day’pafi*d, in which he had done no the
°0d, he would infert in his Diary this Me- gt
“’ moriai: J have loft g Day. n

e & t
’%x\gﬁ !%:};cé Q:rg
Appen-
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Appendix

Of‘[ﬂi[, or 6 fbort y

ol Account of the Univerfity of Oxford.

V;f'[heir ’__‘_'________._——————-——""

ol : :
’ «ford is feared at the meeting of two clear ij(-
/ 70 O hy Rivers in a healthy Air, and plcafant r\ch
f()’ ’ P blick Studies above 900

o Soil, Jt was a Place of publick Studies above 9
E[efio- years 1go, and hath been reckoned the fecond Unis
v"e{'no‘ niverfity among the four principal of Europe, whe-
jof 7‘ reof the others are Paris in France, Bologna in Jra-

£o) S in Spain. Over the Univerfity
0 b Iy and Salamanca In Spain. :
i hancellor of Oxford to continue du-

d the C .
M{i{? ;‘sinp;atfies Life , Vice- Chancellor, who 1s yearly no=
15

igh - Steward du.
. ated by the Chancellor, the High - Stewar
\DYO@’ xr]?;x‘mhis Ii’ife; two Proftors, chofen every year
drw g —.al Colledges by turns, Whofe duty
o out of the feveral Colledges by
is to take care of the Government of the whole U-
niverfity , to maintain the Liberties and Priviledges
! aﬁi thereof , t0 {earch after and punifh all Violaters of

o : - g 1
Z(ouﬂo Sratutes 3 in a Word, that w hatever is for the Ho.
| geﬂ, nour or Profit of the Univerfity, or may conduce
lﬁiS ] to the Advancement of good Litterature , may be
¢

carefully obrained. Befides the fore mentioned of.
ficers there are, a Publick Orator, a Keeper of the
Records,

Universitéts http://purl.uni-rostock.de
Siblothel /rosdok/ppn1698098626/phys_0049 UFG



Universitats
Biblioghtekk

led Beadles, and other publick Servants of lefs No-
te, which {hall be pafied by

This Univerfity hath divers great Priviledges,
granted by feveral Kings of England. The Ma«
yor with the chief Burghefles in Oxford{hire, eve-
ry year in a {olemn Manner take an Qath, given by
the Vice-Chancellor, to obferve and conferve the
Rights of the Univerfity, and the Tenth of Februar,
a certain Number of the principal Citizens publickly
do pay each one a Penny, in Token of {ubmiffion
to.the Orders and Rights of the Univerfity, Jt
fend two Burgheffes to Parliament, and is {ubjett 10
the Vifitation or Corre@ion of none but the King,
or whom he fhall pleafe 1o commiffionate, INO
X}xiihgxls to be taken by the King’s Surveyers wi-

ve Miles of Oxford. unlefs the King himfclf
comes thither ete,” There are eighteen Colledzes
and feven Hslls, which have in their own Wallg
Lettures, Difputations, all Profefions, and Libea
ral Sciences, read and taughe, and in fome of them
publick Le€ures for all Comers, and large Salaries
for the Readers, ' The Names of them are Chrift-
Church Colledge,, Magdalen - Coll. New-Coll, Alls
Souls Coll, Merton Coll. Corpus Chrifti Coll. Que-
ens Coll, St, Johns Coll, Trinity Coll, Brazen Nofe
Coll. Oriell Coll. Wadham Coll. Lincoln Coll, Uni-
verfity Coll. Exeter Coll, Baliol Coll, Jefus Coll.
Pembrook Coll. The Names of the Halls, Mag-
dalen , Edmond , Alban, Hart, St. Mary, New-
inn Hall , Glocefter Hall, The whole Number
of Profeffors and Readers in Oxford are about
tventy
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twenty , and the Number of Students, thar live
ol upon the Rcvcn’uc:; of the (,olleagcs are aboqt one
fNOf thoufand , and of other Studemslabout twice as
many , befides Srewards . ‘.Ma\nc:lplrcs 5 B.ut?er.s,.y

. Cooks, Porrers, Gardiners etc, The Difciplie
¥  ne of thefe Colledges and Halls | is far more ex-

E;;]CW aét, than in any foreign Uniyerfity. — Firft, all
-ec‘/" that intend to take any Degree , are t0 take their
u{v’gn y Dier and Lodging, and havela 'Tlutor conflantdly |
gV g R o and Hall:s then they arc¢'to per- |
@;wrh in fome Colledge a b fulief® to all ftatures, and |

ohriehy form all Exercifes to

( = . o - a3
Ib]ickh' to the Head of the Houfei; \I'I_*liwy_atchtc(i)r {Ez;
@8 themfelves to be fhut up by Iight 1n t

v I ral Houfes. ~ They are never to be fccn‘abroa.d
;‘}-"1!0 out of their Chambers, much lefs out of th'mr
bjet’ﬂ"r Colledges , Without their Caps and Gowns, h.zhxch
¢ lNa" are all to'be black, only the Sons of the higher
' Nobility are herein indulged, and all Dottors are
ot félE indulged with' Purple , or rather Scarlat « Rabes,
iy # Chamberlayne’s Prelene

(¥  Look moore in Edw.
ftate of England.
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The ' Doxolog y,

Great Ruler of the Warld, to Thee !
Let me Who am but Duft give Praife; i
Not my Demerits weighs;
That Service and thofe Sufferings [ee,
Of Him to whom my Truft F raife
On whom for Grace F flay. |

Al that F have , or am is Thine;
By Thy Proteiling Powy épbeld
J to this Day vemain- L
Jf Thou on theiv Endeavours [hines
Of Thofe by whom they ave excel’d
The Weak the Start may gain,
O hold Thou up my Going in Thy Ways,
That my Feet flip not 5 Life beft Jpeaks thy Praifes
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