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Men may not here underftand by

il kB

m  the following Dialogue that

o=

prer’ci:cfgdto have written a learned Tra&,
and treated of and anfwered all Obje@ions
and Abfurdities , the Jews raife up againft
our Holy Religion, Jndeed J muft be end-
lefs, if J fhould bring in all the Paflages of
the Scriprure which vindicate us and con-
demn them 3 which muftbea largerWork

Az and
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and of an abler Hand : buc after J had put
to mind to give any Jnftructionin the En-
olith Tongue J am a great Lover of,
confidering that there was not yet here a
fufficient Number of Englifh Books, J re-
folved to compofe this finall treatife forthe
Help and Benefit of my nobles and lear-
ned Auditors and honoured Friends, who
are willing and defirou s to learn this ufe-
ful Language , having elected amongft
others fuch a Matter , which may be fer-
viceable and ufeful to every one of Them;
which is the very Defign of this Dialogue,

and J hope it will be fo interpreted,
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Rabbi. Jj7elmet Sive W bere have you been fo Joon

this Moyning?

Chrift. Ar the Church, to pay God my Duty,
to hear the true Law of God Almighty,
and ro praife Him.

Rabbi. What Religion are you of ?

Chrift. Of the {fame ,that God and his Prophets
raught , which is profefled by the Prote-
ftant Church, whereof J ama Member,

Rabbi, How do you knolw , that the Religion you pro-
fefs, is thefame that Wwas taught by God and his
Prophets 2

Chriff. By the feripture which God gave us,
and which they left behind them.

Rabbi. F dow’t deny it, only F [ay, you muft cons
S5, you veceived the Old Teflament from the Jews,
and therefore you ought to believe, the Fewifh Sy=
nagogue can only give you the true Jenfe of it.

Chr. Not fo by your Favour. This is a ftrange
Aflertion. ~ I'm as likely to come to know

the rrue fenfe of Scriprire, as you, for it is
A3 neither
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aneither fo eafy, or fo certain a Way, as te
fearch the {criptures, Jmy {elf according to
my Underftanding,

Rab. F know not What your Way is, unlefs you make
every private NMan to be judge of Scripture when
that declaves , The people muft enquire the Law
Jrom the Prieft's Mouth, that is to be fay , from
our Doftors,

€hr. Our Way is to read diligently and pray
heartily to be direé&ted, like David Pf. 119,
18 {ays: Open Thou (o Lord) mine Eyes that
X may bebold wondyrous things of thy Law, And
if we doubt then to go to our Priefts orLe-
arncd Man, and not to yours and they are
as able as willing to give us fatisfaétion, un-
lefs they do not barely tell us, this or that
is the fenfe of Scripture, and then forbid
us all further enquiry, like the Jewi(h Dao-
&tors do, but they give us {ound and folid
Reafon for all their Expofitions, defiringus
no further to believe them than the Clea-
rnefs of their Evidence deferves, and this
allow us the Freedom of rational Being,

Rab, 1 walue not your idle Comparaifons. Qur le
arned Dottors tell us, they ave ablemore than other
dearned Men of Chriftians , to make the beft Inter-
pretation of Scriptuves , becaufe they rely uponthat
Oral Tradition, as the beft Way to be infallibly
affured of the Truth of Scripture, Which hath been
delivered down from Sinai and kept trough all Ages

i
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Chr. No {ure.

WY, Y S

in che FJewifh Synagogue; and can nevey fail, and
is not this certainer than a dead Written Rule thae
wvery difficult is and may be interpreted as every
man pleafes.
In all Things neceffaryto Sal-
vation, the fcripture is {o plain, as to give
underftanding to the fimple The entrances of
thy Words fays David Pf, 119. 150. giveth Light.
it giveth Underftanding unto the fimple. Wher-
fore ] ratthr think you have raken this Ar-
gument to keep us from {eing your Errors,
becaufe the more I read it, and the Books
of your Do&ors, the left T like your Way
of Interpretation. For the holy Scripture
is the beft Touchftone to juftify our doétri-
nes and difcover your Corruptions; and the
more your Guilt makes you fly from it, the
more our {incerity hall make us cleave to
it. For thisis in every Chriftian’s Hand,
and there are fo many and plain Places of
it, which condemn the Opinions and Pra-
&ices of your Doctors, that it requires no
great Skill nor Art o difcern, how diffe-
rent you are from God’s Word ; and all
the Learning and Artifice to your greareft
Doctors will not be able to hide it from 2
plain and honeft Enquirer, that will rake
but the Pains to read this divine , unalte-
rable, Univerfally received and infallible
Book of God. Add to this, all Men put
things of greateft Concern in Writing;, and
A 4 de
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do not truft things for pofterity, to be told
by Word of Mouth.

Rab. Why do you boaft of a better Wayto be infal-
Uibly affured of the Truth , than Fels can ever ha-
ve. 7 admire hol ye can have the Forehead to
boaft [o openly and conftantly that the Holy feriptu-
ve is on your fide in every Point difputed between
you and us, When the contrary is fo manifefled,
that fm’ apt to think that you cannot but know
the Evidence againft you. ndeed F confefs F
cannot expeét you [houd believe the Thalmud, till

o F have convinced you of your Error, fo that F fhall
%0 20 om to prove., that it is lawful, to believe an
unwritten Law, The oral Lal hath an equall
Authority lith the firft Written Law, God gave
to Mofes our Mafler on Mount Sinai , at the fame
Time he gave him the Written Law, To the Un-
derflanding of it be [pend the fourthy Days and
Nights on Sinai, This Lalw Was delivered by
Word of Mouth to ofbua, that “Yofbua taught
it the Elders, they the Prophets, and the Prophets
thofe of the great Synagoge after the Captivity and
Jo on-till Febuda the Holy colleied it in a Body
about one bundred year after the Deflruttion of Fe-
Yufalem, having gathered all the Traditions be could
ever meet With together , calling it the Mifbnah or
Jecond Law, Without it the loritten Lal is very
amperfect and obfcure, and muft be enlightened by
the Oral Law,

Chrift. You {peak o, confidently in Favour to
your Tradition, as if you have been prefent

at

o
& ‘ ~
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at this Time, onMountain Sinai ; but tho-
{¢ Traditions, which are but of your own
making , and in your own keeping, and
human invention and which you fly to for
Your Evidence, no other do allow them,
and we have nothing bur your own Word
+in your own Cafe, to prove them to be

p genuine , becaufe they have not the laft

foundation , that may be produced from
the Holy fcripture, which only is the f{ole
Rule and Standard of Truth, The fcriptu-
re was not made by us, but by God and it
owned not by you alone but us to be the
Word and Will of God, and this is clear-
ly on our’ Side, But tell me, how comes
it, that the Karaite Jews rejeét the Oral
Law , and by what do you prove the Veri-
tv of that Unwritten Law founded in the
holy Bible?

Rab. The Karaite Fews are Minim or Hereticks My
Soul come mot into their fecret ! But according to
your Queftion F anfwer as atrue Difciple of my
Doélors : Pray Sir vead the Place Exod. 34 th
Chapt verf.27. And theLord [aid unto Mofes, Wri-
2 thou thefe Words for after the Mouth of thefe
Words that is the oval Laly ¥ have made a covea
nant With thee and With Ffrael, Add to this
Deut. 7, 9.10. Ex, 24, 32. and F Will give thee
Tables, that is , the'ten Commandements, and a
Lal, that is the Books of Mofes, and Comman=
dements , that is the Tradition.

Ay Chy
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Chr. You make a great buftle indeed with vin-~

dicating your opinion. Burt thefe Paffages
arc fo far from eftablifhing the Authoriry
of the oral Law, that {aying bura Word or
two, they prove the direét contrary; for
the He the Elleh and Afher Which reftraines
the Covenant to the Words that are loritten,
Nay the expreflion alpe fignifics only accor-
ding, and never mouth. To confirm this,
confult 2 Reg. 17, 37. where the {ame
expreflions is made ufe of : And the Statutes,
and the Ordinances and the Law and the Comman-
dements, which God wrote for you ye [ball ob-
Jerve to doetc.  Whereas no Reafons can be
affigned, why Mofes was to write them, if
he had been to make the Covenant accor-

- ding to the oral Law. Yea, that'in the

5 ’ -
whole Bible there is not the leaft mention

made of any unwritten Law, and that not
only the ]uggcs were only obliged to abide
by that determination of Judgment, as it
was written in the Book of the Law ; but
the Prophets alfo when they upbraided the
Jews for their Transgreflions they never
reproches them , for their contemt of the
oral Law, only for their Sins againft that
written Law. Here you {ee, J've great Rea-
{on to confent with the Karaite Jews, which
defaproving of, and rejeét the oral Tradi-
tion, as a Book not infpirated by God, and
& meere Chimera to this very Day.

Raé,
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Rab.  can’t but pity your Obftinacy 5 Who Wilfully
[bur your Eyes againft the plaineft Places of
Jeriptures.
Chr. There is more Reafon for me to pity for
you, who in all thefe points do contradict
the Holy fcripture , which cannot deceive
me, and believe falfe and feigned Traditi-
ons and Jnterpretations, invented by defig-
ning Men for eyil Ends, and for my Part
J count it a wife Refolution and no Obftina-
¢y to give Credit to God rather than Men,
For fince we can prove both by fcripture
and Antiquity thar all your additional Ar-
ticles of your Religion arc falfe and lerro-
neous ; and yet all thofe Articles of Faith,
we hold as neceffary to {alvation, are true;
doubtlefs, our muft be the fafer Religion,
becaufe the plain Words of {criptures pro-
ve our Religion ; but all thofe Points wher-
ein you differ from us, cannot be proved,
but by pretented Traditions, fome of which
are exprefsly contrary to God’s written
Word.,
Rab, You flatter your [elf With [cripture taken in
your own fenfe, but F affure you, our Forefathers,
Who bave delivered down to us the fenfe of the
feriptuve , agree exaltly with us in all thefe Opini-
ons , which you rejet,  And can you think allthes
Je great and divine ancient Dollors Wwere deceived,
and that a few obfeure modern Hereticks are in
the Right?

Chr,
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Chr, All your ancient Doétors condemn your
prefent Religion as much as Holy {criptu-
re doth. The moft Opinions and Practi-
ces of your Religion are but late Jnventi-
ons of your perverted Dogtors, and are {et
up in Times of Jgnorance and {uperitition,
The feriprure was before your Thalmudifts
Doctors, and J'm well fatisfied , that my
Religion is out of the fgripture , and con-
{equently, is the oldeft and certaineft.

Rab, F know you aim at our Religion, and Wonder,
. bow fuch a Man as you dare charge Our Religion
Wwith grofs Errovs and Miflakes Alfo you are wvery
free of your Cenfures , but F defpife them, being
affured , that our doflrines are the true fenfe of
feriptuve , as it is inverpreted by us by our Fove-
fathers.

Chr. Becaufe J can make my Charge good.
For if the {cripture be the Rule of what we
ought to believe and practife; than your
circumcifion, Rejecting the rrue Meflias and
his Gofpel, doétrine of good Works, with,
fo mary Others, which J can name, are
grofs Errors and corruptions, believed
and practifed in the jewifh prelent Relis
gion.

Rab. Ftis firange, bow Pyejudice 'may blind Men,
Jurely you cannot be in Earneft , when you [ay the
Circumcifion Was @ Miflacke. Thisonly [belvs how
defperate your caufe is, Wwhick drives you tho thefe

Abﬁﬂ'g

o |
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Alfurdities, A Law once eftablifbed by God
bimfelf, as the Law of Circumctfion is not capable
a vepeal, And generally the Eternity of the Law
of Mofes is made by us one of the Fundamental Ar-
ticles of our Creed.

Ch. Tl prove it no Abfurdiry to maintain,
that the Circumcifion and your other Cu-
{toms and Ceremonies are at this Day ab-
furd, to be obferved, and that the Law of
Mofes is able to be abrogated. For be-
longs thePrecepts of natural or moral Law,
or the ten commandements, which are the-
refore commanded , becaufe they are in-
trinfecally good, ] agree; for this J never
contend for the abrogation of, but the ri-
tual Law is that J meddle with, Viz Circum-
cifion, diftinéion of Meats, obfervation of
Feftivals, cuftomes of Sacrifices,.and fuch
like. All thefe J fay arc fuch as do not
carry an immutable obligation along with
them, and that on thefe accounts,

1) Why may not God himfclf add to his
own Laws or alter the Form of them, al-
though we are always bound direétly to
follow God’s declared Will ? Thefe
Things are not primarily required for
themlelves, but in order to fome further
End, there the end and Jntention of the
Legislator is the meafure of their obli-
gation,

2) God

Urg}l;:’g&aetﬁ http://purl.uni-rostock.de
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2) God hath frequently difpenfed with the

ritual Precepts, when they was in grea-
telt Force, if the End of them could be
atrained without them. Thus the Pre-
cepts of Circumcifion flept during the
Jiraelite Travels in the Wildernefs, Da-
vid eat of {hewbread, Hezekiah did ce-
lebrate that Paffcover 2 Chron, 2o, 17,
with the Confent of the Rulers, a whole
Month after the fixed Time. And yet
it is faid upon Hezekiah’s Prayer, that
the Lord hearkened to him and healed
every one 2 Chron. 30, 18,

Maimonides himfelf confents, when he
faith in his Book Moreh Nerochim Parr.
3. Chapr, 32. Thar the parricular Man-
ner of Worfhip among the Jews, as {3-
crifices and oblations were afrer Gods
fecundary intention and defign : bue
prayer,invocation and the like were nea-
rer God, than as all the circumftances of
Time, place, and Perfons are obferved,
which are receprable in any perfon, Ti-
me or place.  And for this caufe, it is

that we find in the Prophets often repro-

ving men for their to great fedulity in

bringing oblations and inculcating this

to them, that God did not intend thefe

as the principal Jnftances ofhisWor(hip,

and that God did; not need any of thefe

‘Things. So 1Sam. 17,22. behold to obey

18
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is betrer than facrifice, and to hearken,
thanthe fat of Rams. Je( 1,11, Towhat
Purpofe is the multitude of your facrifice
unto me ? faith the Lord. ~And efpeci-
ally Jerem.7,22.23. For F/pake not to your
Fathers , nor commended them in the Day, that |
F brought them forth one of the Land of Egypt, f
concerning burnt offerings, but this thing F com- ! .
manded them, [aying: Obeymy Voice,and f will IE
be your God, and ye [hall be my People. Thus &
{hews the Poflibility in General of a Re: s
peal of a divine Law, becaufe it is not
inconfiftent with the Wisdom of God, to 1t
repeal fuch an eftablifhed Law, when fo- b
me other Way of Wor(hip is to be fer e’
in ftead of'ir. ‘

Rab. Pray read the Places Deut. 12, 32. 7 hou fbalt
not add thereto, nor diminifb from it, Chapt, 29, ;
0g. Things Which are revealed belong to us and to bl
our Childven for ever, Leuit. 23, 14. Exod. 12,
17, Where the [ame expreffion is ufed, and youll

find, that becaufe God hath declared , that the Lalw
of Mofes [hall continue for ever, it [hall not be,con-
fiftent with divine Wifdom to repeal it.

Chr. ] think it is nothing to your Purpofe.
The hebrew Word Olam is often taken for
fuch a Duration, which had fome remarka-
ble Period to conclude it, and fignifieth not
an abfolute perpetuity, but it {ignifies ac-
cording to the fubjeét , it is ioyhcd with: A

Which Maimonides himfelf {ays ], ¢. Part.

; JUR
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I1 c. 28, and alfo Jofeph Albo in his Jkkas
rim (or fundamental Articles) Book T11.
ch.14. The {cripture only admonif hes from
Gods Commands according to our own
Wills, but what hinders, God him{elf ma
according ro his own Wisdom add or di-
minifh what he pleafes. ] would fain know
of you, whether your own fevere and ftrict
prohibition of things not at all forbidden in
the Law of God, and that on an religious
account as Seieg Jetorah a boundary to the
l.aw , come not nearet the adding to God’s
Law, than God’s own further Declaration
of his Will doth ? ] came ro the fecond
thing, which is, that the Reafons of the Ce-
remonial Precepts, when the were given
Maimonides fays I, c. Book I11. Ch. 29. 37.
had moft of them after God’s fecundary
Defign a parricular Refpe&t to the Jdola-
trous Cuftomsof the Heathen, Becaufe that
God did in general {o ftriétly forbid the
Jews to walk after the Cuftoms, of the Na-
tions abour them, and therefore their Law
and Polity were {o different from the Cu.
ftoms of other Nations ; the more evident
and plain isthe thing ] intend by it, viz. that
the ritual Law is not founded upon an unal-
terable Reafon.

Rab. You ave very bold, The Circumcifion is coms
manded by God, which faid unto Abrabam Gen.
37, 9. €tC, thou [halt keep my Covenant therefore,

thos

»y
v, W)
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| shou and thy Seed after thee in their geneyation
- - and you fhall circumcife the feJb of your *4

fore [kin. 1

Chr. ] doubt not to juftify my Argument. Firft I
TheCircumcifion was but reftrained by God i
to your Generationss After the Deftru- I
&ion of temple the Jews did want their Ge-
nerations. Secondly The Circumcifion, was I
but a Mark to diftinguifh the Pofterity of
Abraham from the other Part of Mankind, I
that it might be known, that the Meflias ac- i
cording to the Flefh arofe from this Peo-
ple. ’fhirdly. That Circumcifion was in-
fufficent to Salvation, an Ancient Chriftian iy
Dod&or, excellently prove in thefe Words,
Jf fays he, Circumcifion was neceffary,

God would never have formed Adam un-

circumcifed, nor would have refpeéted to

the facrifice of uncircumcifed Abel, Jt

would not have been {aid of uncircumcifed {4
Enoch that he pleafed God, and was not, E
becaufe God took him, Uncircumcifed Lot
was faved from Sodom by God, and his
Angels. Noah who was the head of the
Race, of mankind, went uncircumcifed, as
well as his children into the Ark. Uncir-
cumncifed Melchifedek was prieft of the high
God ; to whom Abraham, who firft recei-
ved circumcifion paid tythe, and from

whom he was bleffed ; and according to
B whofe
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whofe order David foretels, God would
raife up a Prieft for ever.

is evident by the whole feries of the ferip-
wure of the Old Teftament, God’s ultimate
Jntention was not to confine the faving
knowledge of his Will only to the Jews, for
the great Promife to AbraKam , before ever
the Law of Mofes came ro inclofe the peo-
ple of the Jews as God’s peculiar people,
was ; That in his {eed all the Nations of the
Earth Chouldbe blefled. And to Jacob, that
when the Shiloh or the Meflias comes, to
him {houldbe the gathering ofthe People,
Therefore can we not believe the Mofaical
Difpenfation was the urmoft, of what God
did intend, becaufe God had before pro-
mifed that the blefling of Abraham {hould-
come upon us Gentiles alfo.  Whereby it
is very obfervable, that Abraham wae ju-
ftified not in circumcifion, but in incircume-
cifion, and rthat the Ground of his Accep-
tance with God did not depend on any Ce-
remonial Rite , fuch as circumcifion was,
God imputed his Righteousnefs before he
being circumcifed , that he might be a Fa,
ther of Faithful. And left all thefe Things
{hould de apprehended to be only a higher
advancing of the Levitical Worfhip, and
the Way of external Ceremonies, God ex-
prefsly fays Jerem. 31, 31. 32. that he would
make a new Covenant with the Honfe of Tffrael
and

http://purl.uni-rostock.de
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and with the Houfe of Fudab , not according to
the Covenant , that F made with their Fathers, in
the Day % took them by the Hand to bring them
out of the Land of Egypt , which my Covenantthey
brake , altough F was an Husband to them, faith
the Zovd. But this [hall be the Covenant that F'
make with the boufe of Flrael after thofe Days,
Jays the Lord, 3 will put my Lal in their inward
Parts | and Write it in their Hearts, and Wwill be
their God , and they [hall be my Pecé/e. Jelly
Sir, muft now the Covenant, God made
with the J{raclites continue for ever, when
God exprefsly {ays, he would make a New
ope, and that not according to the Cove-
nant, which he made with them then? And
now you fee, that the Ceremonial Las was
not at firft eftablifhed upon an immutable
Reafon, which was to be proved,

Rab. Andwhich was that New Covenant, God Wwould
make With the Houfe Jfrael , perhaps according te
your Creed | the Gofpel? .

Chr, Jes without doubt, For We have good
Authority of fcripture for this.

Rab. G hope you Wwill give me Leave to bear and exas
mine your Proofs of it , and on that Coundition,
whilft F find you delight much in Calling your Chrift,
but would gladly underfiand , bow you dare do Jo,
F pray proceed. :

Chr. Well, for your Satisfaction J will under-
take to prove , that our bleffed Saviour is

Ba the
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the promifed Meffiah by Mofes and by the
Prophets , Thefe grand Prophecy of the
Coming of the Meflius was long told before
theLaw of Mofeswas publifhed. Thefirit
downing of this Day being to Adam after
his Fall, of what nature he {hould be born,
viz of humane Genef 3, 15. To Abraham
it was further revealed, of what Narion of
Mankind, viz from his Pofterity. To Ja-
cob, at what Time, when the Scepter {hould
be departed from Judah. And from whart
Tribe, viz Judah, To David, of what Fa-
mily in that Tribe, viz his own. To Jefai-
ah, of what Perfon in thatFamily, a Virgin,
To Micah, in what Place, viz Berhlehem,
and to Daniel, at what precife Time, toward
the expirlng of his feventy Weeks, which
according to the moft probable compura.
- tion of them commence from {eventh Year
of Artaxerxes Longimanus, and {o the 490
Years expired near upon our Saviour’s Paf-
fion. Now certainly the particular Enume-
ration of all thefe Circumf{tances {poken of
{o long before , and falling out {o exaétly
could not but give the greateft Conviction
and Evidence, that our bleflfed Saviour was
that Perfon {o much {poken cf by the Pro-
phets, in whom thefe {everal Linesdid meat
as in their Center.

Rab. Y [hall yield your Confequences , when you pro-
we the Antecedent,

Chr.,
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Chr. Where the Truth of a Do&rine depends

upon a Mirter of Faét, the Truth of the
Do&rine is {ufficiently manifefted if the
Matter of Faét be evidently proved inthe
higheft way it is capable, = Now it is un-
doubtly true, that there was fuch a Per-
fon, as our, Saviour born at Betlehem, who
did fo many real end Vifible divine Mira-
cles , preached that Gofpel , died on rhe
Crofs ‘ar Jerufalem etc, in this matter of
falts , the Jews themfclves confents, what
reafon imaginable can Men havero tell, that
he was not te veryfame promifed Mefliah,
and his doftrine not divine. The divine
Miracles worked by Jefus are an undoubt-
ly Proof that the Revocation of the Cere-
monial Law was made by the fame God,
who had given to Mofes the fame Gift of
Prophecy. The {ubftance then of this dif-
courfe is, that what ever doérine is fuffi-
ciently manifefted , to be a divine revela-
tion, is to be embraced and believed as un-
doubtly true, though the Reafon cannot re-
ach to the full Apprehenfion of all the Mo-
des and Circumftances of it ; for in marter,
whofe Truth depends not on the Evidence
of the Things themfelves , infallibly refti-
mony is the fulleft demonftration of them,

Rab. May te, your Chrift did Miracles , but that is

not a fufficient Sign , be was the true Meffias. God
Jays Deut, 13, 1-3. Ff there arife among you a
‘B3 Prophet,
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Propher, ov @ Dreamer of Dreams , an giveth thee
a fign, or a Wonder, and the fign or the Wonder
come to pafs , whereof be fpake to thee, faying, Lee
us go after other Gods, (which thou haft not knolon)
and let us [erve them , thou fhalt not hearken unto
the Words of that Prophet , or that Dreamer of
Dreams : for the Lord your God proveth you to
Know , whether you love the Lord your God Wwith
all your heart and With all your Soul. Such a
One was, Our Doflors affirm. your Chrift, which
did Wonders and Miracles with the Recital of the
Tetragammaton,  J don’t think it needs much
Proof, for it is as wifible as Mafes our Mafler has
been @ Prophet.

Chr. ThisPlace alledged by youprove nothing
againft our Saviour. ~ Neither was he a
fallh Prophet or a Dreamer, nor did he
lead People into Jdolatry , or contradiék
that Law of Mofes. Jf you read the Books
of the New Teftament, you’ll find an exaék
conformity between the Books of the Old
Teftament, and thofe of the New. Your
Doctors may boaft never fo much of that
Law of Mofes and how much it exceeds the
degree of revelation in other Prophets, J
know if his Light be compared with warh
the Gofpel communicates, Mofes himf{elf
fawbut as in glafs darkly, and not in a clean
Looking-Glafs, as you are wont to {peak,
and the Prophecies of the Old Teftament
fhould appear with their full accomphift-
‘ment
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ment in the New, which we have, Cartain-
?‘ theGofpel could not want that commen-
ation among; all ingenious Moralifts, that
it was the moft excellent Jnftrument in the
World to reform the Lives of men and to
promote real goodnefs in it. Jf any Men
can produce f{uch aReligion, eftablifh fuch
holy Promifes and excellent Threatningss
as this Dofrine of our Saviour contains,
J'm ready to be a member of it. What-
foever your Doétors elfe objected againft
the Miracles of Chrift and of his Apoftles,
is frivolous Cavil, and abfurd, and may
with Eafe more probably be turned by an
Heathen againft Mofes. Their Defign is
only to elevate the Miracles of our bleffed
Saviour, and becaufe they are fo hard fet
with the Report of them and the confident
Arceftarions concerning them, that though
they often intimate , they did nor believe
them to be true yet knowing , they might
be filenced in fuch an Anfwer, provide
themfelves with an abfurd and impious Re-
trear, when beaten out of this, namely, that
our Saviour did work only Wonders as a
Magician with the Schemhamphorath. Add
to this, that the Jews themfelves often {pe-
aks of the great Miracles, the Mef(fias (hould
do, when he appears ; and therefore out of
their own Mouths will they be condemned,
when the Miracles of Chrift make it {o evi-
B dent
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dent that he was the true Meflias, becaufe
they are of their own nature convincing
Proofs of divine Teftimony to make it ap-
pear,thatit isfromGod. Jtis indeed very
unredfonable to believing the evidence of
a Thing, [and not the Truth affitted by ir,
which was his Being the Meflias {o often
{poken of in Old Teftament.

Rab. For my Part, } envy not yours Happinefs,
who have found out @ Way, not prefcribed by our
Forefathers to leave in grofs Errors , and to be
unanimous in your Miftakes,

Chr. J doubr not to juftify all thefe Opinions
and to convince you f{o fully of the Truth
of them, that J hope you will own your
Miftake , and embrace thefe very Things
which you fo rafhly cenfure; therefore
let us difcourfe the Particulars, Bur to
clear up this do&rine a little more, J {hall
undertake to prove, that the Mefliah pro-
mifed to your Nation was to appear at {uch
a certain Time, and that the Time fo limi-
ted by God for his appearance is aétually
pafled,and by Confequence that he is alrea-
dy come. J (hall therefore make choice
of that firft Prophecy, to prove that the
Mefflias is already come Gen. 49, &.9. 10.
The Shiloh, that is as you your {elves ack-
nowledge upon that Paflage,, was ro come
before the Departure of the Scepter, The

Force
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Force of this Argument can’t be evaded.
Shiloh thart is the Meflias, was to come be-
fore the Deftruétion of the Jewifh ftate;
the Jewifh ftate is deftroyed ; Thence it
follows, either Jacobs Prophecy is falfe or
that the Mefliah, whoever he was did atu-
ally appear before your laft Deftruétion,
becaufe the Scepter is already departed
from Judah , and the Lawgiver from bet-
ween his feer, and Hiftory and Scripture
tell us, that fuch a Perfon as the Meffias,
bath lived at that prefixed Time, There-
fore many of the Propheci¢s concerning

 the Meflias, if they were not fulfilled inour

blefled Saviour, in the Conditions the Jews
have been in fince their Difperfion (which
fell out according to thePredi&tion ofChrift

it is Impoflible , they Chould be fulfilled at
all. Can alruly Thing be more plain, than
that the Meflias was to be born inBetlehem

of Judaea ? Bur where is that now, and

how long fince the Jews enjoyed any civil
Polity there ? Where is the Tribe of Ju-
dah ? What is become of the fecond Tem-
ple (Acharon, fignifies the {econd , when
the End of a Thing is fer in the fecond
Place Exod. 2, 8.) in the Time , of which
the Defire of all Nations {hall come ? Js not
]Fl'u(a‘lcm already deftroyed, and the Obla-
tions fince ceafed ? Here you fee, the fcri-
pture tells you , the Meffias is come, and

By reafon
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reafon tells you thefame, and will you be-
lieve your Rabbins againft both. ~ So Jrhan
Conclude , that either thofe Predi&tions
muft lofe their divine Authority, or they
muft be accomplifhed in our bleffed Sa-
viour. Jfit now be true, that Mofes fore-
told, that the Meflias {hould be aLawgiver
like himfelf, whom they {hould be bound
ro obey under the Penaltry of the Curfe of
God ; ‘and if it be alfo true, that Jefus is the
Mefliah ;: whofe Religion according to the
Promife given to Abraham, was to make
all Nations bleffed, J dare then juftly con-
clude that the Ceremonies, viz Circumci-
fion, the Sacrifices, the Laws of Diftinction
of Meats and Days, which could concern
only the Jewi{h Nation in their own Coun-
1y, and which were a Wall of Partition
berween the Jews and Heathens, after God’s
{ecundary Jntention, were to be abolithd
upon the appearance of the Meffias, who
brought Salvation to all Nations.

Rabbi. We ave to embrace nothing for Truth, but
What our Reafonis able tocomprebend, as tothe
Nature of T bing and the Manney of its Exiftence.
Do you not believe on a Trinity, and account to
your Doflvine , that God [howd be incarnated and
Juch like,  Pray then, before we leave this Jubjelt,
will you tell me, bow this doftrine full of comtra-
Aictions can be a divine Doltrine?

Chr.
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be- Chr. From your Affertion it follows, that thofe ||
1an who will not believe any Thing to be true
ons becaufe it is about their apprehenfions,
ey muft deny the Foundation of all certainty, |
Sa. which lies in the ncceﬁ”ary exiftence of a {
re- Being abfolutely perfect and infinite. Ac- |
ver cording to your Principle, what certainty E ,
ind can we have at all of any Thing, we are to &
of “believe,  Jf the Underitanding of God'be ||
the Infinite , why may not he difcover fuch
the things to us, which our {hallow ‘apprehen- ||
ke fions cannor reach unto. What could the |
on- Jews ant the whole World defire moreas ||
el an evidence that he came from God, and
ibn he were God he himfelf, than his Doing
o fuch things which were certainly above any
s Wy created power, either humane or {chem-
R hamphorafh, and therefore muft needs be
yd’s divine.
Chd Rabbi, F can never be pevfuaded to worfhip an other P
vho than God alane, fince after the Paffages of Jeriptu~ '
e T find Fdolarry [o grievoufly condemnd there, |
but Clr. ] confefs the feripture condemns Jdola- |
) the 1y 5 but fure you cannot be fo weak asto ||
nce. think we are Jdolaters as Hearhen were, be- r
t to caufe we do worfhip God almighry and ~ [f
and refpett his Commandements, more than |
]eff, you do. : 1{
it a- |

Rabb. G cannot fee Yyorr Thosghts, yet all our anci-
ent Dotdors count you and Heathen flac Fdolaters.,

Chr,

Universitéts http://purl.uni-rostock.de
Blllofek /rosdok/ppn1698099614/phys_0031



R — f

Chr. The Heathen were fo, J can't deny it,
hecaufe they worfhipped fo many falfe
Gods ; but you muft nor fay, we are {o
too, becaufe we are exprefsly commended
in the {cripture to adore God and his Mef-
fias, which is the Jehovah our Righteous-
nefs. Jerem. 23, 6. And according, to
your ancient Doétors, you {'hall know, how
they, who had preceded our Saviour, in-
terpreted all thele Prediétions of the co-
ming Meflias and the feveral Marks by

. which they acknowledged the Meflias would
be difcovered, and how on the contrary
the other Jewi{h Do&ors, who fucceeded
him , had deviated from the Jnterpration
and Docétrines of their Forefathers on Pur-
pofe to fhifle their own Convi&tion. Do
you well remember, whatr Rafhi upor rhe
2 Pfalm confefleth himf{elf to have done?
Our Mafters fays he, have generally inter-
preted that Prophecy concerning the Mef:
fias and his Affaires, bur it is fit according
to the litteral fenfe to interprete it by Da-
vid, that we may have fome what to anfier
againft the Hereticks. A very frivolous
Jnterpret indeed!

Rab. Our other Fewifb Doflors do rejelt the “nter-
pretations of fome ancient Dollors , on this account,
left the Chriftians [hould not have them on their
Side, and boaft of their Victory. For example
the Targum Pefikta, Tamchuma and Siphri thefe

ancient
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ancient Books apply Jel. 3. the the Meffias ;5 but
Akiba, Rafhi, Aben Efra, Kimchi, Abarbanel and
others explasn it concerning the People of the Fels,
R. Saadias apply’d the Whole Prophecy of Fere-
miah 3 Abarbanel affirms, that it may alfo be un-
derfland of Fofiah., who was flain by Pharao Ne-
cho,  Others fuppofe the Prophet to Jpeak in gene-
val of any Good Men., The Reafon, our great Do
Eors diffents from the ancient and your Futerpre-
tation 7} dare not inquire, but ought to agree in,

Chr. A very noble Purpofe indeed ! Don’t ye

perceive, how your Rabbins impofe upon
you? ]t that Prophecy fpeaks of the Mef-
fias, asyour Ancient Learned Fathers agree
it does, how can it be apply’d to your whole
Nation ? Or if it treats of a whole People,
how can it be explained of Jofiah, or Jere-
miah ? But your Rabbins are wont to per-
verte the {enfe of a Prophecy concerning

the Meflias, when they find it favours not
their Notions,

Rab, Are not our Rabbins Fudges of the People, and

can it be reafonable then thar F Jhould be their

f}'udge. Deut, :7, 9. Go unto the Judge that fhal
be in thofe Days, and inquire,

Chr. J do not prerend ro judge your Rabbins,

but only to ufe your Reafon, God gave
YOu not in vain,in judging meerly for your
felves: *Tisno Judgment of Dircétion for
others, but only 3 Judgment of Diferetion,

o which
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which to ftrip one of, is to degrade him
unto the Rank of Brutes. Jf your Rabbins

roduce in their do&rines abfurdities,
Scripture and Reafon forbids it to embrace

them,

Rab. Sir F fhall be a Few , and you for my Part
may be a Chriftian.

Chr. Religion is Matter of our freeft Choice,
Jf the Sights of his Beauties will not charm
us, if Mens natural Defign of knowledge
and Happinefs will not perfuade them to be
a true Difciple of the Saviour, thereis no
remedy, ’tisin vain ro ufe Arguments. Tru-
ly the Wrath of God f{hall be revealed
from Heav'n againft the Ungodlinefs and
Unreighteousnefs of Men, and God and
Meflias will come in Flaming Fire to rake
Vengeance on them that will not know
God, and that obey not the Gofpel of our
Saviour.

Rab. ' A Word , which [hall confound you? Tell me,
ko could my Forefathers eftime that Man Mef-
fias , Who pretended to be God himfelf, Which yet
the Chriflians profefs as an Article contrary to the

Unity of God Deut. 6, 4. Hear Tfrael the Lord
our God is one Lord.  From this inconceivable
Affertion granted , others Will follow,and your con-
tradictory Expofition forces you to hold this Opi-
nion , that there are three Gods,

Chr.
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Chkr. By no means.

That there is a Plurality, or fome Agents
or Perfons in the only Effence of the Being
or in the Godhead , not a divided Plurali-
ty , which the Chriftians as abfurd juftly
abhorr as you do, being it contrary both
to {cripture and right Reafon, will eafely
appear. Jn the Holy Scriprure we find in
feveral Texts : fome Perfons in the divine
Effence, who appear’d and fpeak, received
the Worf hip and Adoration, which may
be pay’d to none but to the true God. As
in Exod, 23, 20. 21. Behold J fend an An-
gel before thee to keep thee in the way,
and ro bring thee into the place, which J
‘have prepared , beware of him and obey
his Voice, for he will not pardon your
transgreflions, for my WName is in him,
Jn this you may (hew

1) The Angel here {poken of can be no
other, than an uncreated Being, becaufe
that divine Adoration , Which ;rou your-
{elves, according ro the Law, utterly de-
ny, not-may be paid to a creature; and
becaufe none burGod can pardon Trans-
greflions, and becaufe the Name ofGod,
that is , the Atributs or Perfections of
God , was in him,

2) Thar Angel (poken of is a different Per-
{on from the, he {peak, And here };pu

; ce
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{eeinthefe expreflions, thatthere aretwo
diftinét Perfons {poken of, and that this
Angel is the true and eternal God This
Place compared withGen. 19, 14. where
is faid, that Jehovah rained upon Sodom
and Gomorrha brimftone and Fire from
the Jehovah out of heav’n, and others
Jef. 48, 1-8. 63,9.10. Ezech. 11,5, Jef.
48, 16. etc. proves as evidently as may
be, that in the Effence of God there are
three Perfons different from another,
4 which the Gofpel calls God the Father,
» Son and Holy Ghoft, togethur are byMo-
{es and the Y’rophets reprefented as Je-
hovah. Your ancient Writters viz R.
Jochai the Autor of Sohar the Books
Siphrietc, proves evidently thefame too.
Which fhews that our Creed is accor-
ding ro God’s Will ; but you have not

one Word to direét you.

Rab. Ffball not infift upon this Article more, but ask
you how ’tis poffible according your Creed for God,
Wwho is infinite to take flefh upon him, and dwel
bere among you for fome Time?

Chr. And how, may ] queftion, is it poflible
that Gen. 32, 24,29.30. Gud wreftled with
Jacob ; and that God is faid to dwell upon

orinthe Ark and fuch like ? Jfthart is not
againt the Bible, why can’t God be as well
allowed to dwell upon the Earth?

Rab,
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Rab. Novwithflanding all your Affertions , we [halt
Jurther be the Chofen Nation » the Poflerity of A«

brabam.  The eternal God will defiroy our Ene-
mies and we fhall be faved by the Lord.

€br. Thefe Things J confels are very much

for your honour.  Bur tell me, what/think

ou of the Condition of your Exil, which

as lafted 1700 Years deftiture of all Marks
of divine Prore&ion, and clearly c¢ontra-
di&, that you are yet the chofen People b¥
God. Don’t you think that {o long a Dii-
perfion muft have had for its Caufe a Na-
tional and general Crime ? For your Jdo-
latrous Fathers were punifhed by two
Captivities  into Affyria and Chaldaea,
From the firft they were brought back ar
the End of about 180 Years » and from the
laft after 70 Years under the C

ondu&t of
Zerubabel, * You were nor chargeable with
Jdolatry when the Romans under Titus de-

ftroy’d you, nor have you ever been guil-
ty of that Sin, fince rthar Time » why then

does God leave you in your prelent Dif-
perfion? :

Rab.  This perpetual Defolation Was come upon us

becaufe Fefus under the Jecond temple 200k upons
bimfelf the Tirie of Ged,

T . Chr,
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Chr. Jf Jefus by pretending and ufurping that
Title of God might have brought upon
you fuch a fevere Punifhment as this,
might not the cruel Manner , after which
your Fathers brought him to the Crofs,
pafs for a moft meritorious Aét, and the
greateft Zeal for the Honour of God, and
therefore be more powerful to procure you
the Favour of God, than that Sin could be
to drawn his Judgment npon you?

Rab. And what Reafon, think you, is it, that our
Exil is not fined yet?

Chr. The true Caufe indeed of this Exil is,
our Fathers having rejedted and cruci-
fy’ed the Meflias', and your perfifting in
your obftinate rejeétion of him untill this
very Day , {ince you {ee no End of your
Miferies and of the Wrath of God, which
lie heavy upon you.

Rab. Fn the Time of Meffias is Jo great peace pro=
phefy'd Fef. 2. that then men [bould beat their
Jiwords into Plow[hares, and fpears into pruning-

. books., that Fef. 11, 6 - 8. the Whlf fhould lie
dowm With the Lamb and Leopard with the Kid,
that Nation [hould not lift up Sword againft Na-
tion , nor learn War any more. ( Where is that
peace 2 War at all:) The Mountain Sion (hall
be exalted on the Top of the Moutains.  The

Meffias
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Meffias bath not brought yet the Felvs from Captis
wity, nor affembled them together in Ferufalem,
nor builded the Temple of the Lord. The Jews
don’t yet live under his Government , volling away
their Days in Mirth , Mufick and Entertainmens
doing , what [hall be vight in their own Eyes. AR
Nations do not flow unto him, as Rivers flol unto
the Sea. The Light of the Moon not is yet as
great as thar of the Sum 'y mor the Light of the
Sun equal to that of the feven Days of Creation.
Al thefe Paffages colletled of the Old Teftament
and Talmud foretell us the moft glovious Things
o the Days of the Meffius.  Yet this flourifhing
and peaceful flate is not eflablifbed in the Worid,

and it follows | that our Meffias [ball yet appear
upon the Earth.

Chr.EitherthofleProphecies,which are referred

unto the Mefliah by your Rabbins {fpeak
but of Zorobabel and the Time of your
Liberty under Cyrus and his Succeflors, or
they do , according an figural Senfe, re-
{pect that flourifhing Time, when the Jews
and other People {hall embrace the Do-
&rine and Gofpel of the Meffias, and count
all Things but lofs for the knowledge of
Jefus the Chrift my Lord.

Rab. Here is to be taken the Lirceral Jenfe, which

is botb the move common and the egfieft Jenfe,
a2 o
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To fly to Tropes and Figuves is a fign of flu
pidity.

Chr. J will prove it no Stupidity to maintain,
that in this Cafe the figurative fenfe is ea-
fier, for thar is eaficft {enfe of any Words,
which the Mind firft apprehends, when we
hear them. You mutft alfo confider againft
the moft litteral Interpretations of your
Rabbins , it is more common in {cripture

to fpeak figuratively than litterally accor-

é ding to the Cuftoms of the Oriental
Nations,

Rab. Well, but the Litteral fenfe is not to be Jeft, be-
fore the Wards cannot be underflood otherwife than
Figuratively , Which is not the Cafe here.

Chr. Yes, that is the very Cafe here. For in
this Paffage the Litteral fen{eis againft ap-
prehenfion and full of Difficulties ; becau-
{e after verl. 9, the Earth [hall be full of the
Knowledge of God ; how may the Brutes re-
ceive fuch a Knowledge of God ? But the
figural is natural, plain and eafy, and fig-
nifies the {piricual Effeéts of Chrift’s Death
fuch as Pardon, Peace, Grace and Hopes
of Glory. For Inftant, when Judahis told
a Lion by Jacob, here the figurative {en-
{e muft be preferred the litreral. Yea what
is more ufual], than co call the Sign by the

Name
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Name of the Thing fignified , and the
Thing fignified by the Name of the Sign ?
So when God is calledea Rock,a Shepherd,
that he hath wet his Sword, and hath bent
his bow, etc. look. Pfalm 23. Genef. 49,
Jel. 2. etc, yet none are fo abfurd to fay,
God is a2 Rock a Shepherd a Souldier and
fuch like ; it is very certain , fuch Expref-
fions are figurarive, and there are a thou-
fand Places in {cripture which cannot be
otherwife underftood.

Rab. F am content with your Anfwer, After our

difcours Jt feems me very ftrange, that both the
Fews and the Chriftians fhould found their No-
tions of the Meffiab tho’ fo mightily different upos
she Holy Writing of Mofes and the Propbets which
are in their Hands, One Part muft undoubtly be
in Miflake, Which F [hall earneftly inquive,

Chr. Your Purpofe is very noble and happy.

For, fuppofe, Our Meffias was bur the hig-
heft created Being , amongft all Creatures,
God would not reckon it for a Sin, if con-
vinced both by fcripture and Reafon, J take
him for God himfelf, becaufe he fays, that
neither is there Salvation in any other than
in Jefus our Lord. Butif he, as it js pro=
ved by Scripture, was God himfelf, and
you continue obftinately to rejet him, tru-

C3 ly
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ly you are in the greateft Danger of an eter-
nall Damnation, becaufe God 1s a righteous
Judge. Jf you therefore love your own
Soul above your worldly Jatereft, you wo-
uld embrace the Gofpel, which advancethe
Nature of Mankind to its higheft Perfe-
¢tion and make you again to God’s chofen
People, which J you heartily pray and fo
bid you Farewell,

A CHOICE
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CHOICE

OTF SOME

ENGLISH PROVERBS

AND

SENTENCES,

I‘

Working in our Calling, is half Praying:
r{ hatis, Diligence in whatever State it has

pleal’d the Divine Goodnefs to place us,
is as neceflary to our Happinefs, as Prayinge.
And as he cannot obtain the Divine Blefling,
who negleéts the Duty of Prayer : So, neither
can he profper , or fucceed in his worldly
Affairs, who by Sloth and Jdlenefs negleéts
the Duty of his Calling. 'We have an infini-
tely wife and good God to deal with, who
exaéts no more of his Creatures, than what
they are able to perform; and if we do our
utmoft, it is-all that he requires : for he kno-
weth, whereof we are made ; he remembreth,
that we are but Duft ; God is no Refpeéter of
Perfon. Whofoever doth Righteousnefs, is
accepted to him,

2,
Gt is the wifeft Thing in the World to
be good.

Thatis, Becaufe Goodnefs is the greateft
Advantage, the higheft Pleafure and Satisfas
Ca ¢tion
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¢tion in the World , as it brings along with it
the Love of God, and the Favour of Men;
and not only entails upon us the Blefings of
this Life,, but the Happinefs of the next,

Je /
Let nothing affright you but Sin.

That is ;*Let Sin be the conftant Obie& of
our Fear, becaufe it will otherwife be the fure
and cerrain Forerunner of our fufferings, as
well in this World, as in that which is to co-
me.  All worldly Pains will ceafe and have an
End, but the Pains of unrepended Sins will
never end, therefore are moft to|be fhunn’d
and dreaded, the Confequences thereof being
fo heavy and frighcful.

4
Jt is borribly dangerous to fleep mear
the Gates of Hell. .

That is, To dwell in Sin, to delight in it,
and to be fo far captivated by it, as to be quite
unaffected with, or infenfible of, the Mifery
and Danger of it.

5.

Do wat you ought , and let what will

come on’t.

That is, at all Events, ferve God. Let him
be the Objeét of your Fear, your Love, your
Praife , and Admiration only. Make him pre-
fent in all your A&ions, and do nothing to
forfeit his Favour. Without him we are mi-
ferable ; and from him alone comes every

good

W s 4

» L e
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N .
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good and perfeét Gift.  Jf it is Afflition, he
will fan&ify ir ; if it isProfperity, he will blefs
it. From his Bleflings alone our Happinefs,
both here and hereafier, depends.

6,

Forgi’ue other Faults, but not your own.

Thart is, Allow for the Infirmities of athers,
but give no Quarter to your own ; becaufe
you cannot know the Faults of others, or the
{ecret {prings from whence they derive. But
your own you may know ; and by a little En-
quiry into yourfelf, Soon difcover what to re-
ftrain, what to corre&, and what to rour out
and {ubdue. The great Error of human Life
is, That we know fo little of ourfelves. Men

ftudy more the Faults of others, than how to
correét their own.

7.
To forget a Wrong , is the beft Revange.

That is, To pafs by, and difregard it : yet
not {0, as to put us off our Guard, but to ma-
ke us more watchful and circumf{peé&t, To
take Notice of every little Affront, is an Ar-
%umenr of a low Mind, and favours more of

ride and Jgnorance, than Reafon and good
Senfe. The Chriftian Religion bids us forgi-
ve ; but chriftian Prudence bids us have aCa-
re, too, whom we trufte and confide in. For
tho’ we may know our own Hearrts, and the
Slncﬁrltz of our own Reconciliation, yet we
cannot kKnow thar of another ; and, there fore,
itis chriftian Prudence, to be upon our Guard.
‘ B A TS 8.
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g
He is the wifeft Man, that does not
think himfelf fo.

That is, thar does not value himfelf upon
his Wisdom, and knows his own’]Jgnorance,
For there are a thoufand things thar a Wife
Man Knows, he is ignorant of, But a Fool,
that is, in the Language of Scripture, a wicked
Man. Thinks he knows every Things, and
Men of this Caft are always ftubborn and in-
flexible , and the Aethiopian can as foon
change his Skin, or the Leopard his {pors as
a Man that is wife in his own Conceit. Hu-
mility is the moft cerrain charaéter of a true
Chriftian, becaufe no Man can be aChriftian
withoutit, Our blefled Saviour propof{’d two
"Things to our Jmitation, and one of them was
Humility, Learn of me fays he, etc. Jrisa
Duty fo effential to a Chriftian, that all other
Virtues are but as a founding brafs, or a tink-
ling Cymbal, good for nothing without it.

B :
Speak Truth, and [bame the Devil.

That is, Let the Confequence be, what it
will, {peak nothing but what is true, Not
that the Truth is-always to be {poke, but an
Untruth never, For a Foolutters all his Mind,
but a2 wife Man Keeps it in 'till afterwards that
is, digefts and paufes upon what he {peaks
and {peacks nothing but whar is rational, pro-
per to be {poke and agreeable to Truch.

Yo,
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. X0,
From [hort pleafires comes a long Repen-
0¥ tance , or Every Sin brings its Pu-
nifbment along with it. or, Fly the
upon pleafure, that bite to morrow. |
Q;};fce That is, All unlawful Pleafures are but for i
Fool, ® Moment, compar’d with the Miferies that i
icked  2trend them, And by indulging our finful Il
. and  Yaflions, we may do that in a Moment, which i
d in-  ™ay lay the Foundation of a long Repentance, il
foon  2and coft us the Peace, Happine(s and Com- I
Sesnt fort of our Life. i
Hu- 1I. ‘ ‘
true  dell me, bow you live, and ¥ will tell yon
iftian how you [hall die, or, tell me what
d two company you Keep, and Fll tell you,
nwas what fort of Man you are, or, as @
tisa Tiree is known by its Fruits, fo Men
other are known by their Ations. ¥
| Mhacis in plain Terms, if youlive wicked: |
¥, you {hall die wickedly that is miferably, s
» Becaufe when we fee Men live in oppofition ||
71 to the Laws of Reafon apd religion, it wou'd |

Lot & be no'uncharitablene(s or Want of Benevolen- 159
Not c§, i 'fayv,. how wickedly that is miferably IE:
o ‘beY will die; nor abfolutely but probablys 8
VIind, ecaufe ;he greateft Sinner that is, by tze h
6 thiat €xtraordinary Power and Grace of God,
st ST be pardon’d in a Moment, if, before he
pro- ies, he repents of his Sins ; but tho ’a De-
#5277 ath-bed Repentance is not impoffible; yet it
- : ) 1s
Yo,
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is often uncertain, and fuch People can’t al-
ways have the confortable Affurance of their
Pardon, and a well grounded Hope and Af
furance of a blefled and glorious Jmmortality
as thofe who have liv’d well, and have made
the Laws of God the habitual Rules of their
Prattice.

12,

10 do good make no Delay
For Life and Time fly foft away.
Or Thefe Things pafs for ever, vain
World, away;
y But Love to God, this, this enduresfor ay.

That is, Our Time with a View to Ererni»
ty, beeing very fhort in this World, we {ho-
w'd embrace all opportunities of employing
thofe to God’s Glory, or the Good of our
FellowCreatures. The Confideration of which
made Hugo Grotius a great and learned Man,
when he came to die , notwithftanding his Re-
putation for Learning, he counted it all Drofs,
a learned Nothing, {o far as it did not draw
him to the great Objeét of all religions Worf-
hip, the great, omnipotent and eternal God.
Juis faid of Titus, Son of Vefpafian, that after
a Scrutiny into his own A&ions, if he found
any Day pafi”d, in which he had done no
Good, he would infert in his Diary this. Me-
morial : J have loft a Day.

Appénf
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Appendix
or a [hort

Account of the Univerfity of Oxford.

Oxford is feated at the meeting of two clear Fif-
hy Rivers in a healthy Air, and pleafant rich
Soil.  Jt was a Place of publick Studies above 900
Years ago, and hath been reckoned the fecond Uni-
niverfity among the four principal of Europe , whe-
reof the others are Paris in France, Bologna in Jta-
Iy and Salamanca in Spain. Over the Univerfity
is placed the Chancellor of Oxford to continue du.
ring his Life , Vice- Chancellor, who is yearly no=
minated by the Chancellor, the High - Steward du-
ring his Life ; two Profors, chofen every year
out of the {everal Colledges by turns, Whofe duty
is to take care of the Government of the whole U=,

niverfity , to mainrain the Liberties and Privi]edge&“

thereof, to fearch after and punifh all Violarers of
Statutes ; in a Word, that wharever is for the Ho-
nour or Profit of the Univerfity, or may conduce
to the Advancement of good Litterature , may be
carefully obrained. Befides the fore mentioned of-
ficers thiere are, a Publick Orator, a Keeper of the
: Records, ’
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Records , The Regifter, Six publick Servants, calé
led Beadles, and other publick Servants of lefs No*
te, which (hall be pafied by.

This Univerfity hath divers great Priviledges)
granted by f{everal Kings of England. The Ma«
yor with the chief Burghefles in Oxfordfhire, eve«
ry year in a {folemn Manner take an Oath, given by
the Vice-Chancellor, to obferve and conferve the
Rights of the Univerfity, and the Tenth of Februar,
a certain Number of the principal Citizens publickly
do pay each one a Penny, in Token of {ubmiffion
to the Orders and Righis of the Univerfity, ]t
fend two Burgheffes to Parliament, and is fubjeét to
the Vifitation or Correflion of none but the King,
or whom hefhall pleafe to commiffionate, No
Vituals ro be taken by the King’s Surveyers wi-
thin five Miles of Oxford. unlefs the King himfelf
comes thither etc, There are eighteen Colledges
and feven Halls, which bave in their own Walls
Lettures, Difputations, all Profeffions, and Libe«
ral Sciences, read and taught, and in fome of them

nblick Léttures for all Comers, and large Salaries
for the Readers. The Names of them are Chrift-
Church Colledge,, Magdalen - Coll, New-Coll, All-
#Souls Coll. Merton Coll. Corpus Chrifti Coll, Que-
ens Coll, St. Johns Coll. Trinity Coll, Brazen Nofe
Coll, Oriell Coll. Wadham Coll. Lincoln Coll. Uni-
verfity Coll. Exeter Coll, Baliol Coll. Jefus Coll,
Pembrook Coll, The Names of the Halls, Mag-
dalen , Edmond , Alban, Hart, St. Mary, New-
inn Hall , Glocefter Hall,  The whole Number
of Profeffors and Readers in Oxford are about
' tventy
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twenty , and the Number of Students, that live
upon the Revenues of the Colledges are about one
thoufand , and of other Students about twice as
many , befides Stewards , Manciples , Butlers,
Cooks, Porters, Gardiners ete, = The Difcipli-
ne of thefe Colledges and Halls | is far more ex-
att, than in any foreign Univerfity.  Firft, all
thar intend to rake any Degree, are to take their
Diet and Lodging , and have a Tutor conftantly
in fome Colledge and Hall : then they are to per=
form all Exercifes to be fubje& to all ftatutes, and
to the Head of the Houfe. They are to fuffer
themfelves to be {hut up by Nighe in their feve-
ral Houfes.  They are never to be feen abroad
out of their Chambers, much lefs out of their
Colledges , without their Caps and Golyns, Which
are all o be black , only the Sons of the higher
Nobility are herein indulged , and all Dotors are
indulged With Purple , or rather Scarlac - Robes,
Look moore in Edp, Chamberlayne’s Prefent
ftate of England.
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The Doxology,

Gear Ruler of the World , to Thee
Let me who am but Duft give Praife;,
Not my Demerits weigh;
That Sevvice and thofe Sufferiugs [ee,
Of Him to whom my Truft ¥ raife
On whom for Grace F flay,

Al that F have , or am is Thine;
By Thy Protefling Pow’r upheld
J to this Day remain:
Ff Thou on their Endeavours [hine
Of Thofe by Whom they are excelld
The Weak the Start may gain,
O hold Thou wp my Going in Thy Ways,
That my Feee [lip not 5 Life beft fpeaks thy Praifes
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