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ADVERTISEMENT.

and ambiguities ; and as it is eafier to ’
point ont many imperfeflions in a building
it when finifhed, than to forefee one of them

while building ; it is prefumed , without
any difpavagement to the abilities of My.
May or his translator, that may be the
cafe here : thofe imperfeltions being in this,
as a [fecondary work , greatly avoided.

Ify on a [firift ferutiny, any expreffions
fhould be found, grating to an ear, tuned
as it were, ‘to the mufic of the Englifh
| language ; ’tis hoped the obferver will be
candid enough to excufe them , on account
of the tramslator having kept himfelf as

3 clofe to the German idea as poffible , in

order to wender the comparing of the
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ADVERTISEMENT.

may choofe to exerci fe them m es that way ¢

the Letters as equally ufe

4 s ,
for lif himan who leavns German, s
the German who learus Englifh. The

author’s appendix ‘on bills of exchange
is purpofely - omitted , as being o
way pertinent to affift the fludy of a
language,

The veader is heve prefented with the new
Ovthography, as honor, favor, vigor, £9¢,
but he may be affured, that it is the method
adopted by almoft all polite and learned
people in  England; motwithftanding new
baoks often appear, printed otherwife. He

awill 14 N - ¥ ;
will likewife find ti or es left out in the
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| and be wufed in

A\4

Were I but i1
ur nlare
our place!

 TF 4 LT R 9
thied pervjon prefent

\ place of was E¢

i) Let him that flandeth toke )

beed left be fall -

L

(
#

ve or condiltonal ;

and

were 1n

if be loves me

Altho’ be is myy

¢

/B s B 3

was I but i7;z
our place.

“he ha 2 rom A
If he has friends.

2

*) That is, in

e i
tnereoy

meant

the indicative

s otherwiie,

muft be ufed.
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us hereby to acquaint you
of the eftablifhment of our houfe, and
recommend ourfelves to the execution of
your commifiions.

\\“\7 L(;‘v‘}i(-_lr”

commiflion-trade,

happen to be intruftec

either in the purchale or fale of goods,

‘hange, or any thing elfe

’

trade may offer, we will punctually and
confcientiously execute.

A
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Being abfolutely determined to ftudy

our friends advantage, we will not let anvy

of the duties pafs unobferved, by which ’
young beginners win, and continue to
deferve, otl

1
1lers confidence. ‘
- 1 . . |
We have both had the beft experience in

refpettable houfes; and a capital propor-

e e R

tioned to our views, fets us in a fituation,

to make its fuccefs probable.
Pray be fo kind to remark our manner

of fubferibing, and favor us with vyour

friend(hip.

Ve wifh an opportunity to convince

:
’ you in effeft, that we are with the
| fincereft refpett.

1

| Gentlemen,
|

|

ge: Your moft obedt. hble fervants
S - will fign in future - - S & C.
O dDRys = 0 067 . SOR0
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Having lately eftablifhed myfelf a houfe
here, which has the bufis of a 1
moftly for its aim; I truft this application
for the charge of your in this
place, n eds no further

Our Monarch makes the increafe of trade

“‘I\J L']"&_u«!‘i‘ 1)3!1} refs. '1

have found place among us {to our
have ind § o L

tage, promote the tranfportation of all

o

ooods thro’ h Fig et-b which

28
{ 'l::\f\ to and from (T«,}nm; ¥ e our
i : U .
f bufinels not a little; we have no want of
. 1 |+ S 3
{ fhips to Petersburgh, Stockholm & ind
the canal we expett to be finifhed in a

few vears, will firetch the bounds of our

{till farther,

gommerce
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4

Thefe are grounds fufficient for my

encouraging you, in future, to forward

9 your goods deftined for northern and other

parts, thro’ Kiel.
' Carriage from Altona here, is extremely
| trifling; and with tranfit-and other duties :

we have no concern.
You can beft convince yourfelf by
experience, whether my affurances are
j juftly founded, or not.
Favor me with at leaft a part of your

commiffions, and T will endeavor to

S s e

’ demonftrate that I am in fincerity.
I
|
!

| LETTER ' IIL |

Trief?,
Sufficient experience, and property of

y

my own, f{uitable to my undertaking, intitle

me, I prefume, to take part in commercial
occurrences, and inform you of the fetting

vp my houfe, and my fignature,
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BlRlotick /rosdok/ppn883586681/phys 0014



H. h your

endeavor to merit it, with the){fame ferv

I {ubfcribe myfelf.

The friendly connexions you have fo

many vears maintained with our houfe,

give us hopes

Universitéts http://purl.uni-rostock.de
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6
at fame time to take due notice .of our
| fubfcription.

o i
Ihe beft monument, by which we can

wa;. with credit maintain the remembrance of
[g the deceafed, confifts ‘in the imitation of
M : . ~ o ~
‘s his uprightnefs; and the exercife of thofe

virtues, whereby he founded, and .fo
fuccefsfully forthered our houfe.  Thus
1 vill we continue to deal, and preferve
; alive the alliances with our correlpondents.
:V‘\’}f'

'y the Higheft profper you, and

diftance all melancholy ac cidents , which

can difturb vour happinefs.

We are with the fincereft refpect.

D —

R M AR K.

Thefe kinds of letters, T ¢all general;
becaufe one and the fame thing is made
/ known to all correfpondents, with
r whom a merchant is already con-

‘ cerned, or wifhes to be concerned.
As the contents relating to the main
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74

bufinefs ,  always remain the fame,

and it would be tedions to write two B
or three hundred fuch let §
w1 b WXARGS T e
generally appear printed.
{ o R e s s Tvere (HfE and
have come to my view, were { na
t
The difference- of {u {
. ~ il
letters, extends varioufly i
the four cafes, here alle
fhould credit my read !
y i A
underftanding, were I to write down 44

h. He who

r mufter of ea

is acquainted w
will not in a change of circumftances,

fail of abilities, properly to manage

Universitéts http://purl.uni-rostock.de
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LETTER 'V

]

In Anfwer to the firft.

RANRE G LIy . 7 R
Breslaw

With pleafure we have feen in yours of
the 1%, inft. that you have really effetted the
refolution of becoming a member of the
Hambro™ Exchange. As our correfpondence
with you will be founded on perfonal
acquaintance , our participation in your
welfare, will alfo be more animated, than
ufual in like advices from ftrangers.

Heaven accompany your undertakings
with its Bleffing; and raife your houfe, to
the Summit of Profperity!

We will very readily contribute our
affiiftance to it; and to demonftrate how
very much we have this affurance at heart,
an order for feveral articles, follows at the
foot of this, which we recommend to your
beft management; not doubting but you will

Universitéts
Bibliogor:sclﬁ
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as circumftances ¢
you fatisf
in more than one ki

make our correfpondence

always treat us w

r our expeftati

s, will ever

with you, more

advantageous.

> e O T e
Pleafe to fhip the goods in @ found {hip,
" D %

1

well pack

at

8 e

Berlin our ufual agent

£
and direé& them, for Mr. N--

to whom we

fhall tran{mit neceflary orders about them.

Ve expeft in d

advices, with your account

which

exchange,

v T

coiicerns.

we

by

mftantial

ue time circu

of value &c.;

will then difcharge without

remi ce of good bills of

that by prompt payment we

se you to exert your beft in out

If, in our part of the World, we can
any fervice to you, in return, ‘we

be of

will do it with pleafu

Universitéts
Bibliothek
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occafional demands,

We expelt your

ds, and fubfcribe with the
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LETTER

8 Anfwer to the fifth.

:, Hanbro'.

Tn reply to your efteemed of the =th, inf}.
I thank you for your good wifhes, and the
{ ready token of your confidence; vyour
orders being a fufficient proof. ‘\‘.'szn".o‘- I

have been wot Ir orders

"j"’ executed with proper attention? a view of

the commodities when arrived, will better

dd, that in the purchafe of thofe articles

i learn, than all previous aflurances 1 oiibl
I aligrances |)<,A|I.>y'

|

|

f

3

ity ; and that your

{ intereft has been the prineipal obje@ of my |
. 1 1 £ 1y i 4
;, attention. = Coffee rofe 1o per Cent a few
' PR R WP, wl Sk yood
B | days atter I had bought that, intended
!

for you. From this article, at my purchafe,

1
‘3!] you will certainly reap advantage. May I
( )

1 fto e al 1F ; 1
J often be able, to profit favorable conjunétu-

res for you! Support this wilh, by new

Universitéts http://purl.uni-rostock.de
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demands. Conformable to your order, I

hope to have loaded all within eight days,
addreffed to N-- at' ] Later

particulars in my next. Pleafe continue

efteeming me worthy your friend{hip,

I remain.

To Mr. N---in Berlin,

Hambyo’.
Our mutual friends Mefl. A and C. at
Breslaw, have commiffioned me to tranf{mif
you fome goods, affigned for them.
In purfuance thereof, I {hipped for you
yefterday, by Capt. D-- of your town.
3 Cafks }mckcd in matts, marked and

2 Chefts ( nambered as per matgin.

Total fre

OO - ) B
£ age at - -- ]\1,\({'
Be fo kind to regard the neceffary, and

o8

fulfil the further orders of faid friends in
Breslaw therewith, 1 feize this opportunity

Universitéts
Bibliothek
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yon my fervice, and affuring

1, that I remain with the greateft

Sequel to the fixth
i Ha

; T refer to mine of the 5t inft. and now

accompany vyvou with the invoice

0 i ik Vv SR By ool
,, merchandifes. You will thereby find, that

1

of your

1 fome days ago, for
‘ ‘ d for them, and credit
I 12 Sch. Banco, the
i amount. I tranquilly expeét your promifed
l reimburfement. From the ofed lift of

current prices,
of trade. Cochin

that adventures

e of our courfe

tands {o low now,

feem to promife
certain advantage, if one can only wait the
; (e P yoi )
t"ljzfni“f S, whnicn muit 1nortiv nappen. i’;',sv
honor me with vyour farther orders. I

continue to be with ufual efteem.

Universitéts http://purl.uni-rostock.de DFG
(IE BlRlotick /rosdok/ppn883586681/phys 0022



LETTER IX

Anfwer to the

In vour two letters of --+ and

. 2
month, we have ieen the neearul, C

ning our late cot W much
pleafed at receiving the bill of with
the laft, o lea that th \
alreaqy actually diipatcnec we 1 €
; A aeri |
Cre¢ ed YOu 1 i amotl C, na
miF 1 q | W ¥s - ) 5 YAtla s A Al
remit inclofed, 1o0oco Rixdollars Banco, at

fix Weeks, on Meffrs. N. and W. of

You'll pleafe to obferve the cuftomary

with it, and credit our account on rece
What’s
opportunity.

17 1 ik v o HAE by > 11
Ve acknowledge moft gratefully your

failing , will follow the mnext
g

attention to our emolument, of which your
behavior in the article of coffee, gives the

beft evidence; and will caufe our {triving,

Universitéts
Bibliothek
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by repeated commiffions; to demonftrate our

gratitude. It is to be lamented, that

chan of fych fort in our place,

ittle, of at beft only late, any

for fo long as there is only

gs

provifion of any one'article at hand, fo
long will it be hurried from one hand to

another, by a crowd of fellers; whether
changes therein have happened in other

171;1(‘03, or not. here are here manvy
J

traders, who have need of cafh; by which

it often occurs,
merchandifes cheaper in our place, than in

at one can procure certain

Hambro’.
Our brokers are mof

This nation is ri
i Sibyr

other

cunning ,» which can confol

them the fpice, and almoft eyery
branch of commerce, is governed. Saithat
it is very natural for difordersitherein to

be ufual.” - The coffee trade is particular

ly
troublefome. You well know that an
1

imy on it, which makes a double

capital thereby mnecelfary. - This burden

http://purl.uni-rostock.de
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if the gain were but

erate; but alas ‘the contraband dealers

m 1t ¢ o sy 1% I (nul'dy
ar € I trac .
P & 01 o
| he rmer venture at the rilK « their
honor d fortun tO Dring ¥ 3 | e
5
fums; and notwithftanding the {tri¢
look-out, ‘they know how to cain t t

Pleafe to mention us in anfwer, how

at prefent the beft fine yellow bleachs

! 7 ornr Sy 3 B =4 | o
| wax, could be {old by vou

are with the moft perfett refpect,

@ Universitéits http://purl.uni-rostock.de
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LETTER X,

.

.

{
X
Al i
, To Altona,
{
|

il
L §
it
gl | I have taken care to profit by what
= vou intimated to me in yours of - - inft.
| Since then I have given the providing, of |

divers merchandifes to Meflrs. -~ - - in

Bordeaux, mentioning them at fame time,
. 1 +1 " ino
ht fend them to you, and by palling

bill of lading, draw on you for
flatter |

> +he
yvou tine
amount , to my. account. I |

:
i
{‘ mvfelf with the h

1 e, that you will
il approve my faid meafures, and for my
"" fd\t’, with your readinefs, take faid
3 j“{ friends draughts under your protettion. I
f fhall not fail before the expiration, to :
| make you timely provifion. |
‘) r\?'t\"»‘ llz'l'zx\'.tl L){. (|l(‘ {itlw\i\', b{’ P]Cl(((‘: ’
i ! to fend them me, without lofs of time,
5‘: over Lunenburg, thro’ the Hands of Me (Trs.
! J. M. M. kindly fignifying particulars.
|

Universitéts http://purl.uni-rostock.de
(IE BlRlotick /rosdok/ppn883586681/phys 0026 DFG



17
I muft now" inform you, that my order

}

in France will amount to about 2

3 . 3 j AN TAR S on My .y OOrE k
and cohlequently our correipon-

dents at Bordeaux, will draw for about

{ - 1 v
10 mucn on vou.

hav ko h At
|l have the honor to be.

AHF\‘» er “eorEn

We have noted what you were pleafed

to inform us in your favor of ---, to
accept the drafts of Meflrs. - - in Bordeaux,
‘1;}\ O Eie )T VOur
account. r, the
goods, f1 punctually
exel ed ol lv on theit 1 f‘i\‘l. ‘\(’
expelt your farther commiflions, and are
ardently recommending ourfelves to your

@ Universitats http://purl.uni-rostock.de
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LETTER XII,

To Paris.

Homburgh.
From our many years correfpondence
it will be eafy for you to judge, that we
drive a very confiderable trade with France,
and pay there every year very large fums,
efpecially for wine. You have, ’tis true,
hitherto uninterruptedly fhewn us your
confidence ; but as our bufinefs increafes,
and we confequently muft think of exten«
ding our credit, if we will follow it with
effet and convenience, we hereby afk
you, if you will extend your confidence
towards us, and allow us a running credit
fo high as goooo Liv. You can enquire
concerning us of Mr. --- in Amfterdam,
We have reafon to believe, his teftimony
will be in our favor.
We fhould be forry to be neceflitated
to break off, or at leaft leffen the con-
nexions which have fo long found place

http://purl.uni-rostock.de DFG
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19
betwixt us, and be induced to apply to
other parifian houfes. ~We fo much the
more expeft a favorable anfwer, as our
fuit is grounded on truth, and we are in

fincerity with the moft profound refpeét.

LETTER XIIL

In confequence of the above - - - -
To Amfterdam,
e —————

Paris,

Knowing that you have connetions
with Meffrs. in Hamburgh, with whom I
have alfo maintained for feveral years paft
no inconfiderable correfpondence ; and this
bufinefs increaling at prefent more than
ufual, T take the liberty to inquire of you,
if one might credit them for go000 Livres,
without rifk. = The friendfhip exifting
between you and me, makes me hope you

Universitéts http://purl.uni-rostock.de DFG
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will anfwwer my queftion” with the fame

I am ready to do yours, in

[ have the honor with the warmeft
elteem to be,

LETTER X1V,

Anfwer,
Awmifterdam.,
For ten years paft T have been in cor-
refpondence with Meffrs. -- in Hamburgh,

by » repeated = bulinefs is become
{pirited and wufeful; and I have not oncé
found the ‘leaft reafon to complain, of
want of regularity and uprightnefs on their
fide, much lefs to contra¢t the confiderable
credit T have open againft them. ° This is
what I can affert from my own experience,
in anfwer to your favor of, ---

To conclude, T am with perfelt refpect.

Universitéts http://purl.uni-rostock.de DFG
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Our {o long fubfifting friendfhip, {hall
be maintained with I)fv«iﬂ]:w- on my part, if
it only depend on giving vou new demon-

o i < O J
ftrat i

unlimited. T will chearfully help to pro-

ons, that my h in your houfe is
mote the enlargement of your trade, and
without retarding, actept your bills to the
fum of goooo Liv. as often as oeccafion
prefents to draw o much on me. T doubt

not a moment, but you will always, as

hitherto, in Amfterdam, provide me the
Honor me foon with your

I may thereby have an

1ew, how preferably I am,

@ Universitéits http://purl.uni-rostock.de
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LETTER XVIL

In confequence of the fifteenth,

The contents of your kind letter of - «

perfeftly harmonize with the experience

ve have already in hand of your friendfhip;

We will in return, give you permanent

teftimonies of our refolution to merit your

reliance.

To day we make ufe of your permiffion,
having given upon you

Liv. 2000 teournois; to the order of M., A.

- 3000 ditto - - - ditto - - - - B.

- 4000 ditto - - - ditto - - - - C.

§ G

; Tot. Liv. gooo tournois, at 2 Ufance,
,’ which we earneftly recommend to your
acceptance. Next month Mr. M. at Bordeaux
and Mr. N. at Cette, will draw on you,
each for 10060 Livres, to our reckoning.
We beg you, for our fakes, to honor thefe
two fums with your kind acceptance, and
in due time to impart occurrent advices.

Universitéts http://purl.uni-rostock.de
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23
For the total of thefe three articles,
pleafe againft the time they are due, to
draw on Mr. - - - in Amfterdam, at two
months after date; and as ufual expe® the
beft attention to your draughts,
We remain inceffantly.

LETTER" XVII

e e

Hambyo'.

It was extremely agreable to us, to
find in yours of -, that you fhortly purpofe
fulfilling our commiffion, given you for the
purchafing fugar, coffee and indigo. We
look for their actual difpatch, with invoice
of them.

Pleafe in the intetim to draw on Mr. - -
in Paris for 10000 Liv. at ufual fight, on
account; and credit us with fame.

The bill of lading, with the order for
infurance, be fo kind to remit as ufual, to
Meffrs. --- in Amfterdam,

We are perfeéily,

Universitéts http://purl.uni-rostock.de
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LETTER XVIIL

s e

Anfwet to the feventeenth.

Hambro*.

We have drawn on you, upon the
order and for the account of Meflts. - --
in Hambro’y : Toooo: Livres, payable to
{undries, as in the underwritten {pecificas
tion § which pleafe to honor. You’ll alfo
pleafe ito  fettle with faid mutual friends
about this bufinefs, and believe that we
remain with peculiar efteem.

Universitéts http://purl.uni-rostock.de
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B T ain R~ 31X,

%
5 To Amfterdam.
Huamburzh
We havethel to tranfmit vou inclofed
k deu? 205 0y 85 g, at 17 ufance
u 1 L )
Fl. 1500 bancoi, .at four w
Meffrs. - - - of your city.
We beg you t > the London bill,
t the beft cot ible ; with the other
to effect the ne " 1 place total of
both to our account credit.
[f counter to the above, Mr, - - in Paris
E‘ fhould draw on you for 30000 Livres, to
| . 5 arrny + g et/ 1 Ric Aoty r141
B our account, pieate toO nonor iis arart witn
|  acceptance.

We continue to ftile ourfelves with

veracity.
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DETTER XX,

To Amfterdam - - - Conneéted with the

former.

Paris.

Our friends Meflrs. - - of Hambro’, will
I expett, have credited me by you, for
about 15000 Florins banco.

In this fuppofition, I am fo free to
draw on you to day, the underwritten
12000 Florins banco, for account of fame.

I make no doubt, but youwill kindly take
up my bills; and come to an underftanding
with thofe friends about them.

Permit my perfevering to be,
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LETTER XXL

Anf{wer to the twentieth,

Amflerdam,
In conformity to your favor of ---;
your draughts for the payment of 12000

¥lorins banco, to fundries, fhall as foon

as they appear, profit all deferved notice.

I will fettle with Mefirs. --- in Hambro®
about them; and if you fhould draw 3000
Florins more for their account, it fhall be
honored with like promptitude,

I have the honor to be.

LETTER XXII.

Vienna.

From the inclofed proteft, you will fes

that the 1ooo Florins, at two Ufance,

remitted to me the - -~ upon Mefirs. T.
and U. have not been accepted.

I expett your remittance elfewhere, and

affure you, I ftill remain with my ufua

efteem,
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JOBRTTRER XX,

Orlexns.

| : . /P .
Mr. - - in Amfterdam, has communicated

to us the addrefs of your houfe, with the

allurance, that we can beft procure polifh

1 Cafk with 2000 b wt.

s e 1
for our riig to

leflrs. in Hambro’; and to

execute this order fo, that we may be

encouraged to charge you with greater

aches are very confiderable:

we need annually 50 cafks; and  will

rly transfer you our orders, in this
article, «in, cafe we find account in your

merchandife.
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> them ,

credi 10r the value, on abo nentioned
i s in Hamburgh, and mal :
of your bills being honored.

é :

Y X vOour anf . -

Vv € wal ur aniwe 1T Wou %
ac { you add therein, a fomewhat
ample ac NE s W )

r 4 ]

the wax t1 166" 18 \

s
that we may 1 le¢tior
'I" 0O "'.‘ > v -
thereon. VW€ Dpreicribe you no price,
] 1 ( \ . 4
A10ping you will return our confidence, by
your integrity in the perf

“11s known ve ry much G
g{(;(w, from our E‘ri't',«l‘,iA exto '8
you employ yourfelves in this trade too

right, we beg

1io0ht 1 1
mignt thereby
vy . 3 3

arile between us, in it could

accrue on both fides.

e =l 8 SV y :
ftands now fo low as you will

to ipeculate therein.
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This junéture will probably foon vanifh,
fpeculators having already begun to make
advantage of it, Honor us with your
commands; the fooner the better; we will
afliduously endeavor to prove that we
altually are.

(e |
LETTER XXIV.

Anfwer to the twenty third.

Breslaw.
The more we are obliged to our mutual
friend Mr. - - of Amfterdam, for procuring
us the benefit of your acquaintance, the
more is our duty to juftify by faéts, the
favorable prejudice you entertain for us.
We have made note to execute your order
for one cafk of bleach-wax, beft quality.
Our next will therefore contain invoice of
fame, with relative advices.
Your opinion, that the foreigner can
pbtain wax with better advantage from our

http://purl.uni-rostock.de
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place than from = Hambro’, perfe¢
coincides - with experience.

If in this trade, the difference on a
divifion be of no great fignification, yet
neverthele(s in capital orders it deferves
being noticed ; and the more as it direfts
itelf according to the fmall or great
importation, and caufes alterations in the
purchafe prices, which are more or lefy
Wweighty, in proportion to the circumftances,

Another foundation, which is moft to
be relied on, biafes the advantage {till
more on our fide,

By virtue of the engagements, which
the neighboring Poland is accuftomed to
: entertain with Breslaw, the moft fruitful
provinces of that extenfive kingdom, render
| us their produtt; among which, wax is the
moft confiderable. Podolia and the Ukraine
f§ are famous in this. The Bleachers find
their benefit in it; and the Hamburghers
themfelves, give us from time to time

commiffions therein; whereby it is very

Universitét http://purl.uni-rostock.de
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3 :
plain, that they prefer our wax, to what

% 1 LR e 8
comes to their own market, thro’ the Baltic.

The trade in Polifh produétions, is

confeiledly in the hands of Jews. Thofe
people fend us wax hither; and from them
it is bought for ready money through the

~

hands of a Jew broker. Now it is the

bufinefs , to feparate the

in yellow, middle and

to (m:dc the ufeful from the

and refufe, and pack up only the

)
firft for his friends. This bufinefs fuppofes

a knowledge, founded on experience. We

s
o G e e L or : Mg o ar X ¥ c o NOor
hope proving, that we are wanting neither

ferve our friends

To make our future accounts more

intelligible than they would be without

an explanation, we muft inform you that

our weight differs from the Hamburgh,
:

hev chs

-ge you for the wax per pound;

but we on YEK‘ (‘i)ﬂl’,l‘:’tl“\’ are I'(_'l‘k(“’ d to

buy and {ell it by the ftone. Five ftone

¥ 4 ” 1 10 1
and an 0aii "maKe one
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i 132 6, each ftone containing 24 of our
| pounds.

111
i

Our books are kept ip rixdollars, filver

grofhes, and deniers. One rixdollar con-

i
! g ¥ y dn
| tains thirty filver grofhes,
: grofh, twelve deniers.

"hange are reckoned in bank pounds,

grofhes and deniers ; but they are, as }

P A NP ha SO 1
{e, fubjelt to changes. Three

livres and three quarters tournois, may be, i’
i |

on an average, reckoned as one of our i
11 |

dollars; or which is all one ight filver
5 W11C| S all 1€y €1gNC ver

grofhes as value, one livre. If you would

{pare tedious calcnlati and prefer footing
! g

ply to yout

IL, \JE"AJ"]‘\' bl:
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We have fhipped here yefterday for

yvou by Captain Kofchel

Pleale to fee them well received, and,
reimburfing the Captain his juift expenfes,

{further

accou

whom you can draw for your disburfements

I

nc,

thereon.

and h

ave
ayC

Sequel to the twenty fourthe

them without lofs of time for our

Calk, marked and numbered as
1

\¥i|

per Margin; -~ Freight free.
I

>

to Meflrs. - - = in Hambro’, on

We beg advice of what paffes,

the honor to be.
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LETTER

XX VI

A Continuation of the fame Correfpandence,

Breslaw.
We have fent off a few days ago to
Mr. -~ in Berlin, 1 Cafk of Wa

ahd numbered as per margin, with orders,

, mark’d

direétly to forward it you, with account of

burfements.  Pleafe duly to receive

fame, and obferve therewith the further

orders of Meflrs. - - in Orleans. We doubt

=

not, -but faid friends will have prop

tted you, in what eoncerns the

bufinefs in queftion, and credited us with

you for amount. In this expectationy we
have this d 1y drawn upon you for

L. 820 Banco at 412

5 '\.V:h(‘h'f

. Banco, at
to the ()1(‘“1 .of Mr.
We promife ourfelyes a ready actep

of this and pray you to

about it with faid gentlemen in Orleans.

We Aubfcribe with the moft particula
refpeét,
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LETTER XXVIIL

[

Further Correfpondence thereon.

Breslava

We refer to our laft, and inclofe you
invoice of
1 Cafk of Wax, with Mark and
Number as per Margin,
which we fent the day before yefterday,
by the way of Berlin, to Mefi
Hamburgh, for your further order. Pleafe

rs. - = in
in conformity to faid invoice, to credit us
for Rixd. 1076 - 7 - 6 Pruffian currency. To
liguidate this article, we draw this day per
contra, upon faid friends in Hamburgh, for

your account at 1317 per Cent.

L. 820 Banco at 417 Sch.

or
Rixd, ~708. 46 Sch. Hamb. Banco,
at 5 Weeks,

Pleafe to acquaint said gentlemen in
Hamburgh therewith, .and by frequent

http://purl.uni-rostock.de DFG
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*"..

o o
commiffiofis, prefent us occafion to reopen

your account.

1 n r 3 ~
In our laft we forget to anfwer your
propofal about { »‘have no

able to

make a I)l";nfi of doing evervy thing poffible
to promote your intereft therein. For this

purpole, we have mofit ftrenuoufly recom-

mended your houfe, to .one of our friends fi
] oolv i

moft confiderable correfpondence. withont
noit conifiderable correipondence, without

T 33 i y SR MBE B
I Qi C0l uae, We. WL el I
“ S o sy 5 g M
opportunity {lip of teftifying how entirely |
we are. !
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LETTER XXVIIL

e

Reply to the twenty fixthy
Tambro'.

In reply to yours of «-;, we will
take timely care of the one cafk of wax
you have ordered us thro’ Berlin, and
comply with the direftions of Meflts. - -«
in Orleans concerning it,

The L. 820 at 41%f Sch. Banco drawn
on us, will profit due honor when
prefented; but as we have from faid
correfpondents no particular orders about
this yet, the acceptance will only be
for your, the drawers, -account, and
we will fo long referve your gnarantee,
till ‘thofe friends fhall farther authorize
us. We dauibt not, but this will fhortly
happen. Praying you te favor us with
your occafional commiffions, we are totally.

FremTprETR
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refpondence, I beg your providing m
foon as poflible,
100 Stone of beft Madder,

and to fend it,

in Vienna, for my farther
whom yon can at the fame time draw
for the value, on my account, fix weeks
after date. I know from the feveral offers

made me, . that this .article at prefent,

can be bought ery cheap among vou:

neverthelefs I

Ccribg .  you 1o price,

flattering myfelf with the hopes, that you

will  execute
without in the leaft abufing my confidence.

[ wait vour anfwer, and remain with

fincere friend

11 11D
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LETTER XXX.

[ e ]

Anfwer.

L
Bresladv.

The commiffion with which you have

honored us in your favor of ----, is
the more welcome, as it attefts the
continuance of your friendfhip. Juft now
‘ happening - to have lying in the hands
of Mr. =--- at Vienna, two cafks of
b the beft madder, fuch as you ufed to
w [ draw from us, we have commiffioned hinx
‘ to anfwer your demand therewith. We

beg you to credit us with ---- Florins,
the value, according to inclofed invoice.
You'll fee we have fixed you a very
low price. For fome weeks paft, this
article has pretty much rofe; but we
facrifice this advantage to that old
friendfhip, which has fo long caufed an
ufeful trade betiveen us, in hopes you’ll
continue us your commiffions.
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Agreable to your permiffion, Wwe Have

this day drawn on Mr. - - in Vienna for

512 Florins, Vienna Currency, af
6 Weeks.

and therewith balanced vour account; of

11 ~ . ~oe I 1 3
which pleafe to apprize (;xlt} corretpondent,

Recommending ourfelves to your favor,
we remaip moft refpeétfully.

e oo e

LETTER XXXI.

In Confequence of the twenty ninth.

Mr. ==~ at Venice, has dire@ed us to
you for the fum total of a commiffion
fent us. His order being now executed,
we draw this day on you for the fum of

512 Florins, 6 Weeks after Date,

to our own Order.
We beg you to honor it with acceptance,
and account [with faid friends thereon,
Offering you our fervices, we are ready

to prove that we {ubfcribe with fincerity.

Universitéts
Bibliothek
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LELTER XXXTIL,

—

Breslaw,

The temittance fent me on account, I
have duly received, viz.
1060 Rubles, at --, roo Days after g
Date, upon Meflrs. ~ in Amfterdam.
I will procure it the neceffary, and if
no obftruftion arife, credit you therewith.
Let me farther earneftly recommend to 4
you the fale of my cloth. To recruit
you my magazine, I have this day charged
o Nr.(cc=ar Steti,
2 Packs, embaled, containing
RO Pie ok,
with orders for difpatching them to you,
by the firft good fhip. In annexed
account you will fee the reft; which
pleafe to obferve, and part with my goods
at the beft, bat by no means under the

prices there limited.
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If you can get good Ruffian hides,
3 g

do not fall out too heavy, at-x-

eafe ‘to purchafe me

the Pud,

% qp b Fig AN R M R
ireis them for my account,

IO00 Fua, an

to ?\'ii‘. - jf! f\"

}\,'\u fi"l{l:\r-jd L for this

purchafe, from the comings-in of my

magazine.
I expe& vyour relative advices, and

am with ulual friend{hip.

LETTER "X XXITTL
Beylin.
From the courfes of exchange notified
| the in your agreable of ---, I find that

London bills can be negotiated with you,

This confideration tempts
me to remit you inclofed
L. 250 Sterling. 'at 2 Ufance,
upon Mr. - - - -

I pray you to negotiate f{ame a3

advantag

8y ae ] 1d N2 P
geoufly as po », apd change
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me the produce in bills upon Breslaw;
which I fhall timely expeft. I doubt
not, but in both cafes you will feek
my intereft. Finally I have the honor

be.

LETTER XXXIV.

[

Cadix -- - 2178

M1

he freighting our outward bound
Weft-India fleet having revived trade here,
we make you the propofal of difpatching
to us fo fpeedily as poffible

4000 Pieces Platilles roiales.

2000 Pieces

of the aflortments and prices as under,
in .cafe .\'u:i’il go half with us. We
have reafon fo believe you will find good
account therein. Should you, as we hope,
accept our propofition, pleafe to draw
for the amount of our moiety, on Mr -~
at Amfterdam, giving us- alfo advice of
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occurrences, -and duly confighing the

merchandifes for us, to Mr. ----- in
Hamburgh. We ca

efcape

of encour:

you, likewife to

(

1d goods for'your own rifk Il

K. 1 {1act

o+

he

n .trade is periodically advanta-

; ;
1S, you know Fhe prefent
her . g } 71T ¥ .
€n once }).1:;. W1ll 1N1OC return i«
years, thererore 1t S ,\ ng
3 8
and improved.

For " our: parts ‘we

too much
accuftomed, to promo » intereft of our
P

friends to the utmoft, not to. give convin-

cing proofs of it to a houfe like vours,
in cafe you pleafe to honor us th vour

particular orders.

We expett your anfwer, and have
moreover the ‘honor to be with known
efteem,
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LETTER XXXV.

o e ]

Seville.

At laft I have fucceeded in difpoling

@

of the remainder of your linen. Th
particulars you will find in inclofed account
of fale. Pleafe to note it conformably.
Having too received for a part of the
preceding, I remit you inclofed
500 Rixd. Banco, at 2 Months after
Date upon Mr. -~ in Amfterdam:
for which procure the needful, and. place
it to credit of my account, I have reafon
to hope, that the manner in which T have
hitherto ferved you, will merit your
fatisfaction.
1 have done every thing in my power

to obtain the prefcribed prices, and iE
T have not entirely fucceeded therein, yet

at lealt I have come fo near the mark,

as was by any means pofiibles  For the
fuke of a trifle T could not well let flip
a good opportunity for fale; for who

http://purl.uni-rostock.de
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kn(;\Vs, but it ml“hf‘ he ave bee S ST | \\llu.c,
year, before any body had bid for them

ag I therefore expett your approbation
of my pr'ur.'vcdmg, the more, as it was
agreable to circumftances, and your
advantage.

If you continue, as befere, to keep
a linen magazine here, and in confeguence

charge me with a new affortment, wifh

e}

you much, to choofe out principally good
forts for it. . It is well knowu that the
linen trade here, refts m(*rff})' ou the
demands of inland dealers and retailers,
who muft always h,uk out for gm,j
wares, if they will pleafe and not lofe
their cuftomers

Thus fuch qualities ‘as
- sxvtal .. By H v
can well be brought to Cadiz, becaufe
they export them again to the \\f’rfr—{"u‘.xf
are not for our market. We fhould hold
a tedious fale with them, :md at laft be
gonitrained to let them go with lofs,
I make this obfervation merelv } uf
o, Blerva nerely becaufe,
I have the fuccefs of yqur byfinefs much
at heart,

Universitéts
Bibliothek
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Convince yourfelf by repeated under-
takings, of the uprightnefs with which I

{ubfcribe myfelf.

LETTER XXXVIL

e

) 7
Barcelona.

A correfpondent at Amfterdam having
c¢ommunicated to me the firm of your
houfe, I profit this advantage 1)\,‘17&‘1”53:(!”;
your execution of the underwritten trifling
commiffion in linen.

I have formed too good an idea of
your probity, prolixly to remind you of
{erving me to my wifh, So’ much is
certain, that the continunance of my future
orders can be excited or abolifhed, accor-
ding to the more or lefs good quality of
your wares.

You can draw on my account, for the
value of bufinefs in queftion, upon Mr, -

in Hamburgh, and convey the goods to
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b - P fanie, VI i LB R PR | BN R, | AR 2
bim.. T have fuffciently inftructed. him, in
every thing nece concerning them.

l‘,‘ occalion offer to give you ?h’?'“,“;‘fpf
moré important cornnuid
O

i

11, e
11aNGLercilic

u mignc

retorn

yvwolid bpelt

our connexion, “as [

main here one of the beft manufatto- |

ries of the kind. Suvpofe vou were on

at leaft to make a trial? From the inclofed

1} 1£
g InYiCiE
6 Allg S il NN N T
LETTER XXXVIL
Silefia
Iy ATienc
at Amfrerdam} for helping me to {uch a

D
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hope being able to fend the befpoke linen
to Hambro’, agreable ‘to your order : my
next will contain further particulars thereon;

tbe manner in which the value will

aken up.

You fhall not find yourfelf deceived in
me ; for I
to deferve the

~

opinion of will

by real fervices;

continuance of your orders.

It gives me no {mall uneafinefs hereby;

that I cannot,” in return, be a purchafer of

your filk handkerchiefs; firft; becaufe linen

{

4 R > g L+ - - o A
is the {ole objett of my trade ; and

1 e

fecondly ; the prohibition of importing
fuch, or any other foreign manufatures;
would render my beft will abortive; even
were I minded to make a trial therewith.
Our home manufaétories in Berlin are come
fo far, that even {muggling in thofe goods
leaves little profit; and is on the contrary:
connetted with an infinity of dangers and

anxieties.
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pfain a

am

10T m;xli:}\ :'-Hf’ W

ith it; it can’t

—

http://purl.uni-rostock.de
/rosdok/ppn883586681/phys 0061

recommend

every-opportunity of convinci

n .umj'n.,
knowledge of
t0O you as

will be

youu

our opiniot

{1 - = {

it apprehent
Pt

11 p) {advant +1 5
lmailtielt mm\]\dhl;’)x: ‘.uﬁ(i‘.ln\ 1

1 11
W ill

|n
1 in

N
nait




Universitéts
Bibliothek

Rostock

arife to you. Befides this, yon weuld fill
much oblige me, by imparting fome infor-
mation about the linen trade to Italy, and
acquainting me of the fafeft houfes there
in that branch. It being only about a year
fince 1 commenced negotiations there, the

advice of a good friend, will be fo mucl

=

the more valuable and necellary, = Pray
kindly favor me with fuch; for you are
beft capable, by means of your long and
extenfive experience.

Be affured in return, of the moft fincere
acknowledgments on my part, and that I
will . gladly -embrace every occafion te
demonftrate I really am,
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i XX XIX,

Anfiver to the former.

et e s e,

We can affure you in anfwer to your

efteemed of --- current, that the houft

concerning which you inquire, is one of

the beft in TItaly, with which we are

principally acquainted. We believe you

can tranfaét bufinels with them upon time,

Jeverrhalole ' sxr ra11l e
Nevertheleis we would

=

without rifk,

ad: -

advife you, only to
I illeg B SRR o orst, ; I

| 10derate t, 0.2 ot to fall into the

althn? 3v bofnoct
ItNOo 1M reipect

=

be expofed to

ar
a

tunity to make

1 PO . L i 3 .
the merchandifes , then require ab
1 apa

1 you muft at laft acquiefce in al

ang

ng 1 ~Y P “ - s
as they think proper. True, there are

re

among the numerous Italian houfes, many
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very good, that pun&ually fulfil theis
engagements, among which that circum-
{pection is fuperfluous; but it is difficult in
the throng to fingle them out. Hence,
perhaps, the once pleafing courfe of this
1)

he

branch of trade may have its fource.

eys his wares free to his agent

here, from whom the orderer can’t receive

till he has paid the.value for the

t’s account.  This procedure brings

fafety with it in the main, tho’ at the fame
time it is liable to the danger of the goods

being frequ very late, -or not at all

redeemed.  The major part of the linen
traders in Italy, ('fm%?}i_hr\_i of Jews, accidents
of the laft fpecies are not to be wondered
at. But maugre this, that trade is very
important. One may compute that linen
for about fix millions of florins paffes thro’
Trieft. The greater part of this fum belongs
to the Silefians and Bohemians, a fecond
the Saxons, and a third comes ont of Suevia,
The Swifs alfo profit pretty much to it, by
means of the fairs at Bofnea and Zurzachj
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fo . that without exageeration, one mavy

the total at eight millions of
PR J
Lhis 1s all we have to mention you on

 JRIGIK N g ! Ry Y SR - 1 uy
this object, to which we join the affurdnce

of our being.

e ————

. LETTER: X,

Reply to the . former

T thank you for the advice yvou honored

me with, in your efteemed of -—--, and

at the {ame time ac

vaint vou, that

s
vyeltet

I fent you off by the carrier
Riedel of Trautenau,

4 Chefts, marked and numbered as

deftined . for Meflrs. ~--- in Naples: who
will ' remit you for the amount on my
account 1512 florins, Vienna currency.

In that cafe, pleafe to complete faid
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friends further orders econcérning faid

{;m;f.«j. but if no remitt e come, keep

them till my further direCtion. This pr
general way of our trade with Italy, is
£ 9, )

r o nor 4 AR o
perigetly 11e; but 'at bottom it

¢ R Lt ) & Ll
counter to the intereft of both

ocods difpatched will come in, or if at allj
there‘are circumftances poffible, where-
by one can fall inte embarrafments,

when fuch bufinefs becgmes

Pk LA,
the commodities ~thro’ the

remain. a year or

more in hand, you know how difficult

it would be to get rid of them, without
lofs s and if one fend them to Leghorn or

ellewnere, theres

time loft again, withou
being bettered by it.
The Italian op his part, has really

amage than advantage by the

made of proceedings for as we

4 ~ 2.t 1A R R &L ic
eldom forefee the time when the goods
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will

orderer

, 1
lo manifeitly ady
I wifh to 1 thereon,
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LETTER

XEL

Anfwer to the thirty: ninth,

Trieft.
We will proceed with the 4 Chefts

ed to us, as you have heen pleafed

{ BLiIn your, L v g SRR |
good hopes fhortly to receive from
Meflrs. - in Naples, the advertifed amount,
or your account.

As to what concerns your propofal,
! for bettering the trade with Italy, we

Py

‘t, no Tmall

readily allow, that in £
benefit would accrue from it, if one
could bring it in execution; but we
‘? queftion if it can come to any effect: for
this prefuppofes an unanimous refolution,
I which here would hardly be brought to
| bear. Every merchant labors, as he finds
it moft fuitable to his advantage, uncon-

cerned whether his neighbor fuffers or not

by his regulation, or the good of the

whole be thereby augmented or diminifhed,
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Your moft capital houfes like

~ 1° I . -
tradine ., becaule 1e fine

Long experie

acquaintance -of 11
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prefent management, as. intermedi

the Italian trade, than can be expeéied

Ancona,

; « : : 2
¢The offerg made me in vour efteemed

of - -, induce my {ending you the under-
n - for.  four of

rto had no opportunity of

being acquain

with your commodities,

this order is to be loocked on merely as a

trial, the quality of which, on arrival,

‘ore wifh

‘
il

infpeltion will learp, I the:

£
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QOefterreicker, in Trief

»

[
-
~

}

and tranfmit me invoice thereof,
hein Hirdor. Flhss £ 0 > (I ¢ 1

then order them to myfelf, firft providing
for above moiety, and in due time advife
y £ more theron B i 1
you or more thereon. Shewid vour goods

fall out {o as I have b

to receive

them from other hands. not

ly the fum
deficient {hail ?!nxlzv."ﬂ;:,w:; i
Thall thereby alfo take occ
you with more capital orders

I'S3

:
fall out otherwife, vou can elfewhers

difpfe of them at your pleafure. T expeér |

o i ' » |
v 1~ SO 1- . v “vv i 1 H T‘
your fpeedy anfiver, and above all beg you '
to haften the effe@tn order; for if I

€annot receive the coods in time

mart at

» they will remain at
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LETTER
Anfwer.

hmzedeberg.

ctice to permit

{ l,»l!g?] 1€ 18 not my p

ods . from Trieft;

without imount total;

nion given me of the

vet the favorabl
equity of your inf ntions ) inclines me
to make an .exception with your

herein;

1 X BBy ) AL L2
| he promptneis with ‘Wil

cuted your order or--

my .attention to your inter 4
| 3 3
cheits; ma and ' ‘numberea .as pe

were  {e V¢ lay
M You'll fee the

clofed invoice: -Pleafe remit ===

one half, to Mr: Oefters

ieft; for my account; and

the goods at plealure:
ve made it my i.;,};m {s to ferve y(:li

to

fo, that I can be quite eafy in refpett

the confequence; and am totally unappre=
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6>

1g into the inconvenience,
of being neceffitated to think of otherwife
difpofing with this linen.

On thisfoundation, I venture to fl

myf{elf with iocon be ger
orders; for which in requital, I will
2ealously endeavor to prove L aCtually amy >

LEPTERY XLIV 51
St |

in confequence

[ have learnt with pleafure

o G R T ~ 4
O - -, that the

fundries for my accotint; are
Mefirs. = - = in Vienna: beg you to do

the fame with thofe f{ums ‘\which may {till

come in for me.

off by c:

1 have fent vog

. 3 ¢ ]7 . -/‘.H + K o 1 ]
1€T Dartich, or rFreudentha

4. Che its; marked and ':.w‘x;?;(r!u} as
per Margin, carria
deftined for Mr.

- === 1n
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1ave the honor to be.

LETTER XL

Ancona

MEPRY 8 F S Tiy . DR F A

% Qnp ;‘,11.,‘_; -=~~= TOorins;

ned the goods would  {i
are ta ed the goods wouid 10

turn- out in- the examen that 1

9

without fu

moiecy

in my expectation.
compiaints 1 bleaciin

ait 1et aown,

T o

1 143 i i [ ~ -~ alo 3
If vou {hould let thefe goods pals to
o i

another frior
anotiaer 1

i, your damage will be cons

e. To fpare you this, I wi

] L N s r AS1E. -,,‘r
take a part thereof upon mytlelf. 1 make
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you therefore the propofal, of abating me
zco florins in. the fum total, hoping you
will find my offer very reafonable. In this
cafe I am ready imnwdizxrcI.\' to remit the

remaining -- - florins. Pleafe

eedily to

advile me of your determination. I remain
with much deference.

LEFPER! XL VL

Anfwer.

Schmiedeberg.

If the 200 pieces of Cavalline - linen

fent you, were not gone thro’ my hands
piece by piece, nd I had not employed
the ftritteft attention in the preparation
and choice of the 'i‘.ci'r forts; I fhould be
apt to think my people had made a miftake,
rather than vary tln; candid conception I
entertained of your probity: but alas! I
fee myfelfin the laft of thefe two cafes.

E
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From the whole it is clear, you twould
gain at my expence, and through various
vague pretences, bring me to a deduttion,
greater than my profit. When a man is
confcious of having ferved his friends with
integrity , - he can juitly oppofe every
inequitable treatment’d I have therefore
trufted Mr. -- in -- to take charge of my
{aid linen, and reimburfe the {um already
funded, with your juft cofts. -~ Should you,

however, prefer the more laudable way of
equity, pleafe to pay remainder of my bill,
without the {malleft rebate, to faid friend,
and | thereby. prevent all further -confe-
quence of our difpute. I very much value
the orders of my friends, when they are
accompanied with a friendly and peaceable
correfpondence.

With this reftrittion, I tender yon my
further fervices, fubfcribing myfelf.

Universitéts
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AmfEerdain - - Faunvy 1982

The 1500 Florins you mention to have

drawn' on:us in yours of -=, to ti

of -+, we will readily accepty, 'expeting
w, your timely provifion,

The public papers muft fince then havé

apprized you, that our Republic is threat-
o

ened by England with war, and has been

actually eds

Fhistinex peE ad atcider
1 11S unexpecteda acciaent,

And

ed for it, the greater

cauifes us no fmall confufion at Change.

the lefs we are g

is our dift

attion.  Qur commerce is too

extended, for loffes not to arife .in every
quarter , where ¢ we ‘have been only
accuftomed to advantage. Thence it comes,
that now an uyniverfal diftruft checks the
courfe of trade,.and makes a ftriét precau-

tion indi

nfible. In confequence of this
outline, you muft excufe our fo long
withdrawing the credit we had granted
you, till affairs have gained a better turn,

and alfo our defiring your remittance for
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what you are ftill in arrear, before the end
of this month. We truft you will find the
extract of our hitherto alternate concerns,
with the balance, perfectly accord with
your books. We repeat, that no prema-
ture diffidence has {hare in this relolution.
Were our connexions with others in the
like way; lefs exteifive than they are, we
had really never thought of fuppreffing the
intercourfe hitherto maintained with you.
Pleafe to allow us juftice in this cafe. So
foon as the prefent crifis be once paft, we
will offer our hands with pleafure, to renew
a fpirited correfpondence, and confirm the
affurance, that we inceflantly remain, with
the moft ardent friendf{hip.
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LETTER XLVIIL

Hambro® - - Sanry 1782
Had you followed my repeated advice,
and fent me yaour order for -- - a few
weeks fooner, I fhould have been able to
execute fame, in a manner totally to your
intereft ; but now . circumftances are fo
changed , that in fpite of my utmoft
willingnefs, T can effe€t no more, than the
ordinary run of trade here will admit.
The news of England having declared
war with Holland , was alone f{ufficient to
caufe great alterations in our prices, when
accounts at the fame time arrived, of the
devaftation made on the fugar iflands, by
a dreadful hurricane; and occafioned a
general rife, in the price of all Eaft and
Weft -India produéts. Inclofed lift of
current prices will more nearly acquaint
you with the difference ; and yet they ever
continue driving the moft faleable articles
ftill higher. In fuch a fituation of matters,
I dare not venture the execution of your
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o)
feveral orders, without firft inquiring, how
far you will fubmit to thofe changes.

Be' fo kind by the firft poft, to advife
me of your determination ; that T may no
longer mifs an opportunity, - of purchafing
for your beft.

The more liberty you ‘give me, the
more will T zealoufly endeavor to eenvince
you, that T have your interelt at heart, and
am with fineerity,
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LETTER

| P et

XKIX.

| London 1482,

The fuccefs attending our privateers, fills
our Britifh ports with prizes richly laden,
and enables us to deliver all Eaft and Weft-
India gcods cheaper, than poffible in Holland
and France. We judge it therefore expedient
to advife you of fame, and folicit you to
deal us, among others, a part of your
demands; that we may furnifh you advan- w
tages, only obtainable at fuch a period as
the prefent, Herewith  nis . a- lift of
merchandifes, with their prefent rates.
We are with particular efteem.
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Leipfig.

I flatter myfelf, you will take kindly
this liberty of making you acquainted with
the bearer Mr. N. - - He traffics confide-
rably in fuch articles as you manufadture;
and his circumftances are fo fitvated, that
you can without feruple, undertake com-
miffions from him. T rank him among the
number of my worthic * friends.

Pray ‘endeavor to make his ftay among
you, as'agreable as poffible.

You will find him a man of more than
common merit, and worthy your confidence.
I have the honor to be.
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OBSERVATION.

Half a hundred commercial 'letters,
are perfe€tly fufficient for the purpofe
I wrote them. It were ealy to’ have
increafed their number to a thoufind;
for there are in trade an infinity of
circumftances, upon which one’ muft
ou(raﬁona{]y correfpond. But why
voluminous books, where little' ones
will do juft as
tone of fuch" 1]

well ¢ At bottom the
etters are identic, let
the fubjeéts on which they treat be
ever fo diverfe. "He who once prefers
exprefling himfelf in a good, free and
natural di€tion, to an affefred pedan-
tical one, may be credited for fenfe
enough, to range each of his objefts
in proper order; even though none of
thofe incidents on which he writes, be
immediately remarked in printed books.

To this collettion I fhall therefore
add, nothing farther than a few moral
letters, wherein the principa duties
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of a metrchant fhall bejdifplayed in
their order. The reafon which chieily
led me, among others, to prefent the
public with this fmall volume was, the
wifh to furnith utility, It is, from
its nature, mainly defigned for mer-
cantile youths; to whom I precifely

edicate the few annexed letters. How
happy fhall T efteem myfelf, if any of
thofe, who in the heat of their juve-
nility are too volatile, to give them-
felves the trouble of making mature
obfervations on their proper depart-
ment, will but attentively perufe,
prove, and apply to themfelves, what
is there mentioned upon this fubject !
And why may not fuch an innocent
wifh be accomplifhed 2
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A Father to his Son.

ear Somn,

I am happy that you are pleafed with
the. part you lm 1 itely  begun to aét;

and find {2

sfattion in the road, where you
once think to meet your temporal happinefs.
You have chofen it yourfelf, uncompelled ;
I purpofely fhew you the dark-and clear

fide of commercial

airs; I helped you
alike to examine both ; you had every
freedom to fix for yourfelf; and thus chofe
furer than thofe pofiibly can, who grope
into the world unprepared.

Juft

fortune upon : your behavior$ . and make

fy then this choice; « build your

yourfelf and your .father h'v)p\‘ -~ You
T |
prefcribe you the moft infulhble means, thro’

will I hope be thankful, if by degrees
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the _exercife’ of which;, you fafely can
attain that end. You will perhaps guefs,
that T fhall talk ‘of your future duties;
and in  faét, what defcription could be
more welcome to: you, than fuch a one 2
The more you look on it,  the more you
will certainly wonder at its beauty. As
it will be a prefent from your loving
father, you will make it, doubtlefs ; your
daily ‘companion. May it learn you with
firm ©and * fure' fteps, to wander as &
merchant thro’ the world!

Let me,  my ‘dear 'Charles, ' heré
repeat” the “truth ; you “have already  fo
often’ heard -me  mention ' to you ;- that
Religion is the fource, from which the
praé
flowsi “Were ‘her origin lefs divine, than

it really is, our own intereft fhould excite

ce 'of all the duties in every fituation

us to fallin Jove with her, and live up
to her preferiptions; for in making us
wife, -fhe.'makes us 'alfo happy. ' She
teaches us to' be humane; expofes vice in
its pakednefs, and fhews virtue in her
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glory.  Strerigthened by ‘her, we deteft
that, only to praftife this.  Will fuch a

man not nobly difting s before

others, who are lefs ds to religion 2
Will he not even thereby be amiable? Can

he well. fail, fafely to ereét in this ‘mannef

his temporal profperity 2 Virtue is o

charming ,” that fhe neéds no interefted
arguments, to obtain lovers: and vet {he
does not leave her adherents uarewarded,

Confider all this! Your memory muft never
lofe thofe religious maxims, inftilled into
it in your childhood.” Be devout and wife.

oin, to difcourfe

In my next T Thall b
on the p.lx’f’in:li[:lr duties of your prf’ﬁ-nt
ftation. I am.
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EBETLR 11,

My dear Charles,

There was once a time, when thofe
youths, which were intended as. merchants
to be of the moft effential fervice to their
m\untr_\', began, with fcraping the dirt
off their mafters {hoes; with the broom in
their l);m:s , [weeping out the room;
the coach ; then quickly

nounting behind

difmounting, cap in hand to open the door;

and attentively learned to do all the offices
of a domeftic, with, dexterity. That they
eat. at the fervants table, is underftood of
courfe, in fuch a fituation of things. The
honeft Marperger tells us of worfe cuftoms
in the Hanfe-Towns. They fufpended the
young Tyroes up the chimney, and. there
{moked them; then they were flogged till
the blood came: not being allowed to go
into the fanétum fanétorum of trade, till
they had refolutely endured thefe and

other tortures. Thefe young {hoeblacks,
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became alfo great gentlemen in time, as

well as the others; and then they held
it for a duty to handle their pupils
roughly too : becaufe they had been ferved
fo themfelves. But this had a very
prejudicial influence upon the dignity of
a merchants charater. They infenfibly
acquired vulgar ideas ; ambition and {hoe
blacking not compounding well together,
Their knowledge in trade became there-
by mechanical: therefore I can’t wonder
if the foreign merchant in matters of
fkill, outdid the German,

Thank God! thofe times are paft. But
neverthelefs , there are yet too many
merchants who take the charge of bringing
up youths, without knowing the duties
incumbent on them; or being willing to
exercife them, Thus the lad after
growing for fix or feven years taller and
more robuft, fteps forth at laft to
purfue his future fortune, armed with
a {pirit proportionably weaker if he haye
not fome innate abilities, to help himfelf,

F
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How happy you muft be, that no fuch
miferable fate has met you! Your mafter
is a good man, intelligent and feeling. He
promifed me to be your fofter father, and
we may expect he will keep his word.
But you are for this reafon more indebted
to him in fidelity, fubmiffion, and inde-
fatigable induftry : obligations which would
be your duty to difcharge; even if he
carried himfelf lefs kind towards you.
Strive therefore to -gain his efteem, and
merit his confidence. Be inceflantly
diligent ; executing his commands with
cheerfulnefs and alacrity.  Confider your
mafter’s intereft as your own. Every
labor impofed on you, by him or other
affiftants in the counting-houfe; fpon-
taneously undertake, and affiduously com-
plete. Be polite to every one; without
cringing or alting the miferable, part of a
fycophant. Obferve a medium in all thiugs.
In this manner every body muft efteem
you; and you will become the favorite of
the whole houfe,
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LETTER IIL

Deay Boy.

A merchant has need of very much
knowledge, if he will not be ey ery moment
dependent on thofe , who have more
knowledge than himfelf, Ve will make
a beginning with the moft common con-
cerns.  Don’t you remember that T was
obliged to fend a fpecimen of your writing,
when I would procure you the place 2
You write a good intelligible hand; but
{till you are deficient in folidity. ' The
Englifh have brought this art to the
greateft perfeftion of any nation whatever.
The German charatter is, ’tis

Lt )

true, not
{fo eafy as the Latin; but the more diffie

culty there attends any thing, the greater
is the honor to become mafter of it.
Strive then to perfect yourfelf therein,
You have now lefs want of exercife, than
formerly; all you have to do is, to make
choice of no other than the very beft hands
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from among the numerous others, for your
pattern; and you will foon gain your point.
Nothing is more ufual, than for young
people to fpoil their hand for ever, thro’
a falfe tafte; by looking on an affefted
piece of writing as the beft; and dawbing
after it: not knowing, that true beauty
confifts in the natural harmony of every
fimple part with another; which conjoined,
fhews the excellency of the whole. You
could fall into the fame error. How
ealy is it to be mifled by copies expen-
fively engraved; and fall into theidle notion,
that fine flourifhing ftrokes, in which the
letters are abforbed, contain more beauty,
than plain eafier writing, where a neat
regularity, and juft proportion, between
the capitals and {mall letters, exhibit the
fairnefs and uniformity of the whole.
Therefore rather confult old experienced
people, about which may be the beft piece
of Caligraphy, that you may not err by
your own precipitate choice. An elegant
hand without good orthography, would
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not avail you much. It is fhameful, when
people who have occafion, to write much,
often don’t know the difference between
hard and foft letters &c. by which
means there often arife very ferious and
ridiculous ambiguities.

I once faw a German letter, where one
merchant told the other, he muft einpiffen
(pifs in) if fome abatement in the wares
were not made him: whereas he certainly
meant to fay, einbiiffen (lofe.) But as the
letter did not come from a German, it
merited fome excufe. Yet when German
merchants themfelves commit fuch errors,
and obferve no diftinétion between miy
and mich, fiir and vor, dgff and das; nor
between b and p, tand d; one can judge
no otherwife, than that they have negletted
their tutors inftrutions; and in writing
loft all refleftion. Avoid therefore fuch
blunders ; and induftrionsly repeat the rules
you poflefs upon this fubjett: chufing in
every thing the beft.
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LETTER: 1V.

—

Among thofe Sciences which ferve to
illuminate the human underftanding, and
enable it to judge upon, and penetrate
into the nature of things, with certainty,
Arithmetic maintains one of the firft ranks;
being, a$ you know, to a merchant the
leaft difpenfible. —  Improve therefore
thofe opportunities, which now daily
prefent themfelves to you, to perfeét
yourfelf in that Art, and underftand its
whole myftery. = It will moft agreably
compenfate the trouble employed in the
attainment ; and teach you to find out
truth, in the midft of obfcurity.  You
can thereby with certainty determine, the
differences of weight and meafure, and
comparative value of money; and slfo,
whether profit or lofs arifes from the
objeéts of trade. Our arithmetical peda-
gogues at moft, only learn their fcholars
to write down figures; and with affiftance
of the multiplication table, to form rows
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of thein; till the produt, fo called, at laft
appears; but why twice two is four, and
cannot come any otherwife, they avoid
explaining: thus the boys learn only
mechanically, without knowing the pro-
perties of numbers: ignorant that they
fhould reckon more with the head, than
the pen.  The art of reckoning is an
intelleétual fcience by which it often
happens, that a feeming country looby
can better calculate, than your fine laced
and powdered coxcombs. To an ignorant
perfon, the folution of a mathematical ‘
problem would appear magical : and yet ; b

be folved, from the moft common princi-
ples; if one will only take patience to
anatomize it, to its very radix.. You muft
therefore let no account be too difficult

nothing is more certain than that it can ?

for you; but ftrive, and you will be able
to unravel it. This is the road to per-
fection. You have now by you, a thoufand
fubjects for exercife, in fuch an art; practife
by them as oft as poffible. I did not give
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you for nothing, Clausberg’s demonfirative
Arithmetic, to take with you. It is one
of the beft books I know; for while it
learns one to cipher, it learns one to think.
Study it not only. affiduously, but with
deliberation. ~ Never turn to the fecond
page, till you completely underftand the
contents of the firft. You will foon ex-
perience the great benefit of this method.
Things which. feemed unintelligible, will
appear clear to you.

LETTER V.
Dear Charles.

You have yet much to learn, if you
afpire at ever becoming an accomplifhed
merchant ;  but fundamentally they are
merely pleafing things, which by their
viciffitude prevent irkfomenefs; and by
means of the diverfity of their nature,
prefent the laborer with an abundance of
matter, for new difcoveries. Book-keeping
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is of this clafs. The moft learned jurifts,
when they are not at the fame time mer-
chants, to whom that knowledge may be
wanting , confider it with aftoni{hment: r :
and yet it is nothing farther, than the |

doétrine of comparifons.

For example, figure to yourfelf that all ‘
the objeéts of a negotiation, each apart, as I8
money with money, goods with goods &e.
were brought together in heaps, that then é X
by means of the daily traffic, one accumu- }
lated what the other diminifhed ; & you ';
will have a fimple idea of the whole matter;
whether it be by fingle or doubly entry.
The Book-keeper fettles the alternate dimi-

nution and accumulation with a ftroke of
his pen; from time to time he extraéts the
fums of each pile, and finds the exalt
proportion they bear to one another ; till

finally, at the year’s end, he brings toge-
ther the aggregate, and accurately deter-
mines the profit or lofs. This eftimate is
beft applicable by the double method ; being
fo called becaufe the debtor and creditor

Bibliothek
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are here placed oppofite each other. Heteout
arifes @ comparifon, by the furvey of
which, one can with certainty difcern the
fituation 'of the bufinefs, either in the
whole or part; for which reafon it feems
to be alittle related to Algebra. Tt is eafly
for you to acquire this knowledge, by mere
obfervation, withont farther guide. Try
it only ; obferve diligently how each article
is entered and carried out of one book into
another, and at laft pofted into the Ledger.
Endeavor ta dive into the reafon of each
difference. It will fuffer itfelf to be appre-
hended, if you follow it with the affiftance
of found reafon; and you will perceive in
the end, that your father’s obfervation
was juft.

You can alfo furnifh yourfelf with advice
in books. Mr. Magelfen has written a good
introduttion to book - keeping; you will
comprehend it ftill better, if you perufe
his letters thereon, printed in his Fragments
on the Subjeéts of Commerce. The German
translation of Mr., de la Porre’s book upon

http://purl.uni-rostock.de
/rosdok/ppn883586681/phys 0100




e s RS N;‘mxwwwm

or
‘ the fame matter, is alfo none of the worft
in its kind.

; LETTER VI. |

The knowledge of languages, dear
Charles, belongs to the fine arts of a
merchant. They embellifh him, while
they help to extend the bounds of his
advantage. Nothing is more agreable and
more ufeful, than f{peaking to a foreigner

in his own native language. The ftranger

|

§

prefers favoring him with his commifiiong ?
who can direftly underftand him, to one :
who has need of an interpreter. &
French is at prefent the principal 1
language of Europe, and therefore one ;
one rather makes a beginning with ”
learning it; but he who can, goes farther,
There are few languages which are not,
morc or lefs, connetted with one another.
When a man is only mafter of a couple of

of them, he may with pleafure learn, one
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or two more. One muft never ftand ftill,
while there’s yet room and firength to run.
A merchant comes often in the fituation of
being obliged to make voyages or journies;
as the nature of his trade, or fome lucrative
profpett may conftrain. Then it becomes
very vifible, of what utility the knowledge
of more than one language is. The coft
beftowed thereon, by a variety of gains
which take their rife from it, is returned a
hundred, and perhaps a thoufand fold.
People who travel far, without being
linguifts, can, on the contrary, be very
naturally fuppofed to gain their point either
only by halves, or very imperfeftly. Let
fuch a fine profpeét not efcape you. Enlarge
this kind of learning, as much as you poffibly
can. Dedicate each of your leifure hours
to it. I will not grudge the expence.  You
know my mind. Iam extravagant, when it
is to promote your future advantage.
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LETTER 'VI1I

s et

I am very happy, dear Charles, that
you have received my advice for your
beft, with gratitude; and that you will
not only often repeat their perufal, but
alfo right earneftly put them in prattice,
If as you mention, you are daunted at the
number of things I advife you to learn;
and you can’t find time enough to labor
at them all at once; you muft have not
rightly underftood ‘me. I do not defire
you fhould ftudy day and night, and learn
all together. That would overwhelm you,
derange your ideas, weary your patience,
and render you a peevifh and difagreable
being: which you muft by no means
become. If I have not diretly exprefled
in ‘my  letters a particular time, yet I
always meant fix years, the term of your
clerkship; *) in. which you could not

*) This Word is efteemed genteeler than
Apprenticefhip. An Apprentice to a Mer-
chant, Atterney, or other genteel Profeflion,
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only fufficiently learn all T propofed, but
much more: it is not even then time
to ceafe; for there will ftill remain an
immenlity to learn, provided you be
emulous of knowledge. I defire, on the
whole, that you never neglett being
affiduous.  Only confider how much an
induftrious man can effet in one day;
then bring it further to weeks, months,
and years; and when done, compare with
my propofal: you will certainly find that
I bave not required too much.

There are fome Sciences, in which a
man can employ himfelf by way of amufe-
ment, being to the utmoft agreable: as
for inftance, Drawing, which I wifh you
to learn; for it will pleafe you. A
merchant has not feldom ufe for it. You
may eafily happen to have occafion, for
various drawings and models of machines,

is affronted at the Term Apprentice : but by
way of Diftindtion one muft fay < He
»is an articled Clerk.  The Term of his

»» Clerksfhip &e. ,,
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ufed in particular manufa@tures; and in
your domeftic concerns, you may likewife
often ftand in need of its affiftance. Thus
tho’ this art be uot abfolutely neceflary |

in travels, yet it 'is very convenient, as

an aid to the memory.

you never come into any
you will have thereby
mind with a valuable i

% i
h you will be able to
immv of 1 aintings, Archi mnd almoft

all the produttions of art, \';i'r:i\ more

and precifion the unfkilled,

Therefore indefati

ly work yourfelf out

of that laft conten clafs !

LETTER: VIIL

n

J cannot in the leaft conceive why, even
among our beft and ableft commerciants,
one is feldom to be found, poﬁ‘cf{id of a

good library. Every learned man (according
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as his circumftances will allow) has a greater
or lefs collettion of well chofen books,
above thofe in the line he ftudies; which
he well knows how to ufe, as filent advifers
on occafion. But the merchant fits folitary,
as if he already poflefled in himfelf an
extenfive knowledge of every thing. And
yet he needs the moft information; as his
line of bufinefs contains an immenfe
variety. Perhaps yon will objeét, there are
not many, or but few eflential treatifes on
that fubjeft extant. So far you are right,
that in this the number of good publications
is not very confiderable; but neverthelefs,
there is no fuch want of excellent difcourfes
upon matters of trade, as that one cannot
eafily fill one or two book - cafes with
them. The Englith have prefented us with
admirable things in this way, the moft of
which are translated: and our German
countrymen have alfo not remained idle
herein. Thus that objeétion ceafes of
itfelf, On the other hand, if you reflet a
little, you will perceive how indifpenfibly
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neceffary reading is to a'merchant. Take
the field of Geography only, and confider
it in reference to your own {ituation.
Should not every individual, who tho’ he
drive only a moderate trade, be acquainted
with the produttions of thofe countries
and their towns; which keep him in attion}
the rivers on which the goods are pafled
and repaflfed, their navigation, and the

quality of their havens? certainly he fhould,
my fon, know this and more: and yet
{carce one in ten, knows the defcription
of his native land, Endeavor in this too,
to remove yourfelf from the ignorant
multitude. . Mr. Bufching’s Geography, is
is the beft affiftant I can recommend you,
till fooner or later, fome one or other of
our compatriots, f{hall finith his work,
and have prefented us with a particular
geographical defcription of the earth, pro-

perly adapted to commerce.
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The reading of good books is the fineft
amufement ‘I know of, both for minors
and adults.. ' It enlightens the mind at the
time it cheers and gratifies the heart. It
is not abfolutely neceffary, that a merchant
{hould read only fuch books which purely
treat on commercial affairs; no, he muft
rather extend his defire of knowledge to
all that can be called knowledge of the worid
and things. The more he pries, the more
will he be fenfible, that there are few things
to be found, which are not either more
or lefs related to trade, or cannot be advan-
tageously - applied to it, That man, dear
Charles, who reads much, and often makes
reflections thereon, in fome refpeét lengthens
the thread of his life. He is as familiar
with paft ages of the world, as if he had
really been cotemporary.,

The hiftory of the world’s events, includes
in itfelf, at the fame time, a general hiftory
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of trade. Continue then, my fon, vigorously

to apply youtfelf to the ftudy of it. You
will there learn, how various nations raifed
themfelves out of the uncivilized ftate in
which they formerly had lain, became
refined. and procured means, for Arts and
Inventions to dwell among them. In the
train of better times, you will fee how
Trade fteps forth, fpreading around by its
benign influence, power and prerogative.
Virtne and vice will alternately pafs before
you. Here man appearing in his utmoft
dignity, and there in his loweft depravity.
Now you will be amazed at the ancient
Greeks and Romans, and then at cruel
tyrants and fybarites; the firft you will
deteft, but the laft defpife.

The falling of potent ftates, and rifing
of others before of little note, deferves
your attention. Seek the reafon and you
will find it. One moftly enervated itfelf
by voluptuousnefs and vice, while the other
gained the upper hand through Uprightnefs
and Virtue. Thefe obfervations are chiefly

g gt o v SN 2
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confirmed in the Greek and Roman hiftory:
In this manner you can fucceffively proceed,
from one revolution to another, with the
adventures of every age; and at laft fee them
unite, to form the prefent one. Judiciously
confider their changes, for fuch obferva-
tions make a man more fagacious. I myfelf
have procured my fmall knowledge in
thefe things; out of Rollin’s Hiftoire ancienne
€9 Romaine, of which there is extant a
German  translation; but T would wwilh
you could keep to the original. It is one
of the beft books I know. On trade we have
M. A. Auderfon’s hiftovical and chronolo-
gical hiftory of trade, from the ancient to
the pyefent times, translated from the
Englifh into German; which has given me
much fatisfation, notwithftanding it makes
the principal references, only to the com=
merce of Great Britain.
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LETTER X.

Uncertain that the term of my life
may reach fo far, I pleafe myfelf with a
vifionary anticipation of the future, when
my Charles will have finifhed his
apprenticeChip. ¥)  As this vifion ist of
my own creation, you may eafily divine,
that T am ftudious*to paint it in the moft
lively and agreable colors. Thus then I
fee, how my fon devout and virtuous,
wanders thro’ part of the road, which
direéts him to his further deftination; how
he, true to my advice, improves his mind
with ufeful knowledge, and has qualified
himfelf, to fhine in every fphere of utility.
I fee him beloved and admired by all; the
honor and pattern of his juvenile cotem-
poraries. O my fon! how happy canft
thon make thy father! in what an ecftafy

*) A fuperior can Wwith propriety “make ufe
of the term “Apprenticefhip% tho’ others
can’t, as has been before obferved.
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wilt thou tranfport him, if thon realizeft
this! But I truft you will, and not deceive
my expeétation,

In this cafe, dear boy, you will know
inconteftibly more than othersin your fphere;
people will prefer you, becaufe they’ll
think you better than others. But you muft
not by any means let yourfelf be blinded,
and feduced to become haughty thereby.
That would, at once, depreciate the worth
of your beft properties to nothing. The
more modeftly you think of yourfelf, the
more evident in your behavior, will you
make them appear: you will more firmly
eftablith the refpeét of others towards
you, and be better entitled to claim its
continuance. True Wisdom needs no
prefumption. She learns us to compare
what we know, with what we do not
know; and fhews us the paucity of the
former, againft the immenfity of the latter.
Socrates who lived. in Greece, and may
juftly be reckoned among the moft learned
men, that ever exifted; (‘which even the
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Oracle at Delphos publicly declared) was
neverthelefs, modefty itfelf. When he had
long bent his thoughts, upon what might be
the reafon of the Oracle’s having adjudged
fuch a fingular praife to him, he at laft
believed it muft be, becaufe he were con-
vinced in himfelf that he knew nothing
at alt: and yet in all Greece, he had the
moft aceurate judgment in every branch
of fcience.

One can prommote the Virtue of Modefty

no better, than by employing one’s own
~ knowledge, to fee farther into the field of
poffible Sciences. Then we firft difcover,
how much remains, for the moft advifed,
ftill to learm. Let us fix our obfervations
to Commerce only, and from the million
of things it contains, feleét nothing elfe
than the fubftance, Kuowledge of Merchan-
difes, in order to take fome view of it.
How immenfe it is, both integrally and
fpecifically! Let’s only extraét a few fpecial
artieles : how great is their difference in
themfelves ! Mode, Fancy, Caprice, and
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principally Deception, have made thro’ all,
a general confufion: fo that a copious
knowledge and long experience, are
throughout neceffary, not to make a falfe
ftep.  Analyze the things you imagine
yourfelf to be mafter of, becaunfe you have
employed long diligence and patience for
the acquifition; and yow'll find, that you
are every where fill far from the true
maftery.  Therefore do not defpife the
Ignorant, who has wanted opportunity to
form himfelf: for in him too, lies the feeds
of the higheft wisdom: and perhaps he
may have more fenfe than the proud pedant
he is obliged to ferve. I mention you all
this, as a caution againft the common fault
of young people.
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LERTER XE

You can eafily fuppofe, dear Charles, that
a dream, in which I happily fee you wan-
dering thro’ all the fcenes of life, I do not
foreadily give up; but will proceed farther,
and dream out.

If you realize the images of my imagina=
tion, a fketch of which T imparted you in
my laft letter, you will be ripe for further
happinefs, earlier than other youths of your
age: and why fhould you not, feeing your
own intereft obliges you ?

But now let us primarily make a difgui-
fition upon the vulgar idea of -Happinefs,
and reétify ours on its multifarious meanings.

Nothing is more evident than that all men,
young and old, rich and poor, high and low,
hunt after happinefs till their lateft breath
and but few gain the prize. But who are
thofe few, and how do they firft fet off?2
Before we decide this queftion, we will firft
a little obferve, each in the lifts. I have
often heard faid of one, he has married 2
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great fortune; — of another, he has inheri-
ted a round  fum, thro’ the death of a
relation; — of a third, he has got the
capital prize in the lottery; — all were
envied, and efteemed happy. I thought it
worth my trouble, to fift the matter more
nearly, and found it the exaét contrary. The
young husband, dazzled with the capital his
bride poffeffed, or had in expeftation, had
forgot to informi himfelf of her moral
charatter. When wife, {he laid afide the
mafk; fhe was conceited, fimple, imperious,
and prodigal; the confequences of a fafhio-
nable education; which made her, totally
unfit for a companion through life, and the
miftrefs of a family. Poorman! how much
he is to be pitied! He muft work or
pethaps, fret himfelf to death, for his wife’s
diffipation.

The rich heir is now changed from a
difereet, diligent and moderate man, to an
arrogant, lazy and thriftlefs buffoon. He
falls into a thoufand follies, from which
lefs affluence would have preferved himj;
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and thus haftens to his ruin, not his
happinefs.

The lottery ticket has madeits proprietor,
as mad as a march hare ; without it, he had
remained, perhaps, fupportable. He fancies
he is wife, becaufe he belongs to the fra-
ternity of rich fools. From thefe examples
you may infer, that we muft not feek hap-
pinefs in riches; for the generality of the
happy, fo called, deferve pity,

[ —

LETTER XIL

Satisfaétion of mind, is that alone, which
grants true happinefs. It {prings from a
confciousnefs of inward fincerity, a ftrong
effort conftantly to aét with uprightnefs,
and an earneft will to be good. — Peace
of confcience is ever its companion, and
fteadfaftnefs in every aétion, its attendant.
The man, who, overcome with the defire
of amaffing riches, only labors for that end,
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can never live fatisfied. Our not having a
juft idea of the greatne{s' of riches, is the
reafon that the polfeffor of a million dollars,
and the poffeflor of a hundred, never think
they are rich enough.  The former feeks a
{econd million, and the latter a fecond
hundred. Give it them, and the meafure i
of their wilhes doubles with their wealth.
From among the means which dire¢t them g
to their aim, they alas! choofe fuch that

bring repentance in their train: and thus

become richer, unhappier, and commiferable.

A truly wife man, dear Charles, fets a bound }
to his defites. - He ftrives at an honeft ’
{ubfiftence, and induftry learns him to attain
it; for only the indolent one, who buries
his talent, can ever fall into neceflity.
Obferve all this, and you will not only be
happy, but alfo rich.  Profundity and
multiplicity of knowledge , are of all riches
the moft fure.” A capital elevated above
all treafures. - Improve the means in your
power to make it yours, and you need
never fear want.

e
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LETTER XIIL

e e

I have affured yon in one of my former,
that Virtue brings it reward with it: and
the confidence I have, that your own
experience will convince you of the truth of
it, is' one of my moft agreable profpetts
refpecting you. But its rewards are often
as widely different from our falfe notions
of them , as Eaft from Weft. ' Many who
have done a good aétion , expeét nothing
lefs than that Heaven fhould open, and
pour a thoufand or more dollars into their
laps; becaufe truly they have once done
their duty. As if God were obliged to pay
all in hard money! As if money Were the
fole Good ! — TIgnorants! — They do not,
they will not fee, that they are far more
effentially rewarded. Is not health, con-
tentment, ftrength of mind, and every
innocent pleafure in this life,a real reward 2
Is not each of thefe gifts, of more worth,
than all the treafures of Peru? — ‘And is it
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alfo not our duty to at juftly, without
reward 2

LETTER XIV.

]

If your conduét agree with my dream,
you will (as has been faid) find timely
opportunity, to eftablifh your own trade,
and work for yourfelf, But be not too
precipitate. Underftanding and experience
are two things, altho’ one offers the other
the hand. Carefully colleét the laft, before
you employ the firft. How many fenfible
mén have ruined themfelves, by precipita«
ting into bufinefs that could only be fafely
followed, after a long experience ; while
blockheads have throve, merely by imitating
others.  With the greateft circumfpeétion
therefore, chufe amongft the objeéts that
prefent themfelves to yon. Cautiously pres
meditate on the difficulties, expeltations
and refources, Weigh every thing without
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prepoffeffion: and in affairs, on which the
peace of your life depends, determine rather
too late, than too early.

LETTER XV,

Every merchant {hould, by rights, have
written up before him in his countinge
houfe, in great golden letters, this rule,
»what thow wouldft not that others [hould do
sunto thee, that muft thou alfo not do unto
nthem.  (or, as we ufually fay in Englifh,
»d0 as you would be done by.“) As this
would prefent him a conftant opportunity’ of
refleCting upon the wundeniable equity of
that precept; it might perhaps, have the
moft falutary effect upon  all his aétions.
Trade is interwoven with a thoufand ‘petty
artifices; againft which, a ftri€t ‘moralift
would not a little obje&, if he knew them.
Many things are efteemed juft which are
abfolutely unjuft: and for the fake of gain,
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many tricks are made ufe of, which at
bottom are not far from fraud. The moft
part {in indeliberately. Had every man that
rule before his eyes, many things would
not happen which are now looked on as
cuftom. Let yourfelf, my fon, not be
feduced by general ufage! rather fuffer
wrong, than fhew it to others. Put your-
felf always in your neighbor’s place, fooften
as you have the opportunity of, more or
lefs, promoting his-advantage. Ever deal
as you would wifh to be dealt with. Acquire
nothing at the expence of another; for fuch
gain, would only difturb your confcience,
Preferve yourfelf unfullied, from deeds
which run counter to common honefty. In
this' manner only, youwill be a deferving
merchant , who merits others  faith, in the
higheft degree: and there is no doubt, but
in that cafe, they will alfo eligibly grant it
you. -~ The {maller the ‘number of ' the
thoroughly honeft, the more diftinguifhable
are thofe, in earneft to aét as fuch,
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LETTER: XV

A Smuggler, in my eyes, afts one of the
moft contemptible parts; and yet from a
greedinefs of gain, the merchant very
readily ftoops to this pitiful profeffion. Only
confider, that every citizen of a {ftate, has
folemnly fworn to att, conformable to the
laws and ordinances of the government he
lives in3 and yet ats every moment, direlt
contrary to his promife. Either his oath is
a mere {hew, or he is a perjurer. We muit
{uppofe jefuitical principles, if we maintain
the firft; and worfe, if the laft.

A contraband dealer, {ins not only againft
the ftate ; but injures alfo his neighbor. As
he avoids the impofts which the other muft
pay, he is:able to fell cheaper; and thus
takes the bread out -of the mouths of thofe,
who are better than he.  Does not this
appear to you the highett injuftice 2

To all this, add the dangers, punifhments,

and fcandal, which a fmuggler expofes himfelf

to, in cafe he be difcovered. He rifks at
H

Bibliothek

http://purl.uni-rostock.de
Rostock /rosdok/ppn883586681/phys 0123

e e———




Universitéts
Bibliothek

Rostock

114
once, his charaer, confcience, and pmpmtv

for the fake of a paltry advantage. Really,
my dear lad ! Enterprifes of fuch a nature,
are unbecoming'a man of honor, a reputable
merchant. VYield that to thofe, who are
accuftomed by mean actions, to degrade
themfelves below their charatter. To be rich
by any fuch means, does not become you.
There are, ’tis true, prohibitions, which are
hard, precipitate, and unjuft; which favor a
monopolift, ‘to the prejudice of the Whole;
but’ this ‘cannot = juftify Your infringin
them. You are a fubjeét; therefore um
the duties required, to be a good one.

BRI RN

Be a Patriot, my fon! ‘that fignifies prefer
the produttions: of ylour mative country, to
thofe of foreign; promote the trade of its
home 1‘,‘.'11111F"(‘t;|1'es; and malke the ftranger
acquainted-with every thing, that the induftry
of your brnz,,;:*1'-(7013}1tx')'mezl can provide. In
this/ manner, .'vou can  render your own
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country the moft effential ferviee, without

doino
ao1ing
l(’\

violence to wyourfelf. But take care
of carrying your patriotifin beyond the

boun

1ank you for it. There are things which

Is of your own furety; nobody would

they ftamp with the pompous title of patriotic

enterprifes ; as for example, new manufactu-

res &c. to which the adventurer muft facrifice

himfelf therewith. As the outfide is ipler did,

how eafy is it for a fincere good man, to let
]

:
S 3

himfelf be torn in piecc ed on by, the

to the number of true
praomifes of fupport, and

alfo patriotically

to further his defign;

W certain theories. He

that he labors at a
! quite forfaken, he
e 1e ftream , and  at

er come in the fituation of having

o

ts invite you, be very circumfpect.

1
mple
1D}

e of others, ferve to warn
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you. Rather undertake nothing of the kind.,
Your country will flourith without yous
for fhould you facrifice yourfelf to its
advantage, it would only ridicule, and not
offer you the leaft morfel of bread as amends
for your damages. Ingratitude were thy
reward, As an independent merchant, you
can become one of the moft ferviceable
patriots ; if you zealously endeavor to alt
uprightly in your ftation, on every occafion;
if you go to work with clear conceptions ;
fupport the diligent without injuring your
felf; if you limit your perfonal advantage,
in matters which concern the good of the
Whole ; and where neceffary, labor againft
the prejudice, that foreign wares ever
deferve the preference of home ones,
Exercife the duties of a good cofmopolite,
and you will thereby be intitled to the
name of Patriot,
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LETTER XVIIL

So far as your ability will allow, be liberal,
The prattice of this virtue, the remembrance
of having healed, or at leaft alleviated the
negeffities of the diftreffed, will enliven you
with the moft delicious fenfibility, and make
your heart flow with raptures: among all
ranks, the merchant has the moft right, and
the moft caufe ta be fo, One fingle mer-
chandifer maintains more people, than any
other is able.

Hundreds, nay perhaps thoufands, both
far and near, are employed for him: and if
he be beneficent from inclination, not merely
from felfifhsnefs, then thoufands muft blefs
him, and divine favors will {pring forth in
his way, — Therefore feize the opportuni-
ties of doing good, whenever they prefent,
Never dally about afking, whether the
indigent wanderer perhaps forged his own
calamity, is ungrateful, or capable of being fo 3
but rather think with a certain french poet
Ab qu'il et donx de faive des imgyats ®
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Inquiries of that nature become hazarded,

prepoffeffed , and too often unjuft ; your

heart would indurate, and unfeelingly pafs
oY

by fcenes of mifery. Do always too much

rather than too little. Yet when you do an

alt of benevolence, do it privately; unlefs

by a public gift, yvou could roufe others to
p I to) oy

generofity. ~ There are numberlefs poor
houfekeepers, who infinitely more deferve
our :\l'i";ﬁ;mce. than the common beggar; /e
being not afhamed to get his bread by
begging 1':‘om door to door, while they quite
unnoticed , languifh nearer their end. This

kind of fufferers we Thould hafte to affift.
Do it, my fen; but without of’tentati(m, an

fo unobferved as poffible. God will fee you
more effeCtually! Were many to read this,
they would ftart the queftion: where {hall
the young merchant acquire the ability to
afford repeated expenfes of-this fpecies? I
am not at a-lofs to point you out a fund,
more than fufficient to fill the hand of bene-
volence. Only once confider the number of
verfluous expenfes, which fafhion, whim,
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remain, will indemnify you. The former
can converfe wupon mnothing but aces,
trumps &c, but with the latter you can
hold an improving difcourfe, The World
will revile you as a fingularift: good!  Men
of fenfe will honor your comportment; and
their fuffrages only are worth the having. —
Are!you not of my opinion, that this is an
ealy way of faving money, to enable you
to be liberal?

LETTE R DX

The pilgrimage thro’ life, is to one fiveet,
another four; it is attended with many
difficulties. Here you get forward on a
paved and even way ; and' there therns,
weeds, and labyrinths retard, wound, and
ftraiten you. The man of talents, the
benevolent, is not feldom oppreffed with
misfortunes, Invifible reafons deftroy his
plans. Difafters follow upon difafters; none
of his beft fchemes fucceed; while the fool,
without trouble, raifes himfelf to the very
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e of fortune. Itwere ralh to difput

ns of Providence. Perhaps

diftribu

fhe gives Fortune to attend the weak

becaufe the ftrong have lefs need of

affiftanc or elfe, that the laft migh

neceffitated to ftep forth, by

dormant. Even yox may be deft

adverfe fate. You have no right to expett

nothing but happinefs.  Misf
perhaps be your lot! You may
contemned, and to all appearan

But never ceafe being wife, beca
Attach yourfelf clofely to the idea

tune I have prefcribed; for it will

you rich, in the midft of want.
endure , the time vou are compelled, and
fpiritedly ftrive to reinftate yourfelf as foon

as you can. By lofing cour
your own caufe. If you poffefs a fi
rnowvwledoa - !
knowledge, the rich man muf

you, not you on him. Search into

“;,
and you will the

c - 2 1
> find refources enve opped,
Which in other circumftances, you had never

dreamt of.  Patiently develop them, and
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fight againft the ft¥okes of adverfity, till you
have vanquifhed: Be a man! it willy it
muft fucceed you.

LETTER XX,

1 would not wifh to charge you all at
once, with too many precepts; that you
might have time enough remaining; to
reflect on them feparately ; for youn Will find;
they all aim at yourfelicity:

In future, perhaps, I may once more
entertain you, on the fame fubjetts: There
are yet many things which would bear
difcuffion ; and fill I know of no moral
book, that prineipally treats upon the duties
of a merchant. Altho’ they are not different
from univerfal duties; yet it feems to me
by no means fuperfluous, to place them
before you in a nearer point. of views

FINIS:

|
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